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LADY HESTER; 

OR, 

URSULA'S NARRATIVE. 
CHAPTER I. 

SAULT ST. PIERRE. 

I WRITE this by desire of my brothers and 
sisters, that if any reports of our strange family 
history should come down to after generations 
the thing may be properly understood. 

The old times at Trevorsham seem to me 
so remote, that I can hardly believe that we 
are the same who were so happy then. Nay, 
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2 LADY HESTER; 

Jaquetta laughs, and declares that it is not 
possible to be happier than we have been 
since, and Fulk would have me remember that 
all was not always smooth even in those 
days. 

Perhaps not — for him, at least, dear fellow, 
in those latter times; but when I think of 
the old home, the worst troubles that rise be- 
fore me are those of the back-board and the 
stocks, French in the school-room, and ^Miss 
Simmonds' " Lady Ursula, think of your posi- 
tion!" 

And as to Jaquetta, she was bom under 
a more benignant star. Nobody could have 
put a back-board on her any more than on a 
kitten. 

Our mother had died (oh! how happily for 
herself I) when Jaqud:ta was a baby, and Miss 
Simmonds most carefully ruled not only over 
us, but over Adela Brainerd, my father's ward. 
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OR, URSULA'S NARRATIVE. 3 

who was brought up with us because she had 
no other relation in the world. 

Besides, my father wished her to marry one 
of my brothers. It would have done very well 
for either Torwood or Bertram, but unluckily, 
as it seemed, neither of therii could take to 
the notion. She was a dear little thing, to be 
sure, and we were all very fond of her; but, as 
Bertram said, it would have been like marrying 
Jaquetta, and Torwood had other views, to 
which my father would not then listen. 

Then Bertram's regiment was ordered to 
Canada, and that was the real cause of it all, 
though we did not know it till long after. 

Bertram was starting out on a sporting expe- 
dition with a Canadian gentleman, when about 
ten miles from Montreal they halted at a farm 
with a good well-built house, named Sault St. 
Pierre, all looking prosperous and comfortable, 
and a young farmer, American in his ways — 
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4 LADY HESTER; 

free-spoken, familiar, and blunt — ^but very kindly 
and friendly, was at work there with some 
French-Canadian labourers. 

Bertram's friend knew him and often halted 
there on hunting expeditions, so they went into 
the house — very nicely furnished, a pretty parlour 
with muslin curtains, a piano, and everything 
pleasant ; and Joel Lea called his wife, a hand- 
some, fair young woman. Bertram says from 
the first she put him in mind of some one, 
and he was trying to make out who it could 
be. Then came the wife's mother, a neat 
little delicate, bent woman, with dark eyes, that 
looked, Bertram said, as if they had had some 
great fright and never recovered it. They 
called her Mrs. Dayman. 

She was silent at first, and only helped her 
daughter and the maid to get the dinner, and 
an excellent dinner it was ; but she kept on 
looking at Bertram, and she quite started when 
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she heard him called Mr. Trevor. When they 
were just rising up, and going to take leave, 
she came up to him in a frightened agitated 
manner, as if she could not help it, and said — 

" Sir, you are so like a gentleman I once 
knew. Was any relation of yours ever in 
Canada?" 

"My father was in Canada,** answered 
Bertram. 

" Oh no," she said then, very much aft'ected, 
" the Captain Trevor I knew was killed in the 
Lake Campaign in 18 14. It must be a mistake, 
yet you put me in mind of him so strangely." 

Then Bertram protested that she must mean 
my father, for that he had been a captain in 
the — th, and had been stationed at York (as 
Toronto was then called), but was badly 
wounded in repulsing the American attack 
on the Lakes in 18 14. 

"Not dead?" she asked, with her cheeks 
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6 ZADV HESTERS 

getting pale, and a sort of excitement about 
her, that made Bertram wonder, at the moment, 
if there could have been any old attachment 
between them, and he explained how my father 
was shipped off from England between life and 
death ;: and how, when he recovered, he found 
his uncle dying, and the title and property 
coming to him. 

"And he married!" she said, with a bewil- 
dered look ; and Bertram told her that he had 
married Lady Mary Ltipton — as his uncle and 
father had wished— and how we four were their 
children. I can fancy how kindly and tenderly 
Bertram would speak when he saw that she was 
anxious and pained ; and she took hold of his 
hand and held him, and when he said something 
of mentioning that he had seen her, she cried 
out with a sort of terror, " Oh no, no, Mr. Trevor,. 
I beg you will not. Let him think me dead,. 
as I thought him. And then she drew down 
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OR, URSULAS NARRATIVE. 7 

Bertram's tall head to her, and fairly kissed his 
forehead, adding, "1 could not help it, sir ; an 
old woman's kiss will do you no harm ! " 

Then he went away. He never did tell us 
of the meeting till long after. He was not a 
great , letter writer, and, besides, he thought 
my father might ndt wish to have the flirta- 
tions of his youth brought up against him. 

So we little knew! 

But it seems that the dau^ter and son- 
in-law were just as mudi amazed as Bertram, 
and when he was gone, and the poor old 
lady sank into her chair and burst out crying, 
and as they came and asked who or what 
this was, she sobbed out, "Your brother, 
Hester} Oh I so like him — my husband!" or 
something to that efJfect, as unawares. She 
wanted to take it back again, but of course 
Hester would not let her, and made her tell 
the whole. 
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It seems that her name was Faith Le Blanc ; 
she was half English, half French-Canadian, 
and lived in a village in a very unsettled part, 
where Captain Trevor used to come to hunt, 
and where he made love to her, and ended 
by marrying her — ^with the knowledge of her 
family and his brother officers, but not of his 
family — just before he was ordered to the 
Lake frontier. The war had stirred up the 
Indians to acts of violence they had not com- 
mitted for many years, and a tribe of them 
came down on the village, plundering, burning, 
killing, and torturing those whom they had 
known in friendly intercourse. 

Faith Le Blanc had once given some milk 
to a papoose upon its mother's back, and 
perhaps for this reason she was spared, but 
everyone belonging to her was, she believed, 
destroyed, and she was carried away by the 
tribe, who wanted to make her one of them- 
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OR, URSULAS JNARRATIVE, 9 

selves ; and she knew that if she offended them, 
such horrors as she had seen practised on others 
would come on her. 

However, they had gone to another resort 
of theirs, where there was a young hunter who 
often visited them, and was on friendly terms. 
When he found that there was a white woman 
living as a captive among them, he spared no 
effort to rescue her. Both he and she were 
often in exceeding danger ; but he contrived 
her escape at last, and brought her through 
the woods to a place of safety, and there her 
child was born. 

It was over the American frontier, and it 
was long before she could write to her husband. 
She never knew what became of her letter, but 
the hunter friend, Piers Dayman, showed her 
an American paper which mentioned Captain 
Trevor among the officers killed in their attack. 

Dayman was devoted to her, and insisted 
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10 LADY HESTER; 

on marrying her, and bringing up her daughter 
as his own. I fancy she was a woman of 
gentle passive temper, and had been crushed 
and terrified by all she had gone through, so 
as to have little instinct left but that of cling- 
ing to the protector who had taken her up when 
she had lost everything else ; and she married 
him. Nor did Hester guess till that very day 
that Piers Dayman was not her father! 

There were other children, sons who have 
given themselves to hunting and trapping in 
the Hudson's Bay Company's territory ; but 
Hester remained the only daughter, and they 
educated her well, sending her to a convent at 
Montreal, where she learnt a good many accom- 
plishments. They were not Roman Catholics ; 
but it was the only way of getting an education. 

Dayman must have been a warm-hearted, 
tenderly affectionate person. Hester loved him 
veiy much. But he had lived a wild sports- 
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man's life, and never was happy at rest. They 
changed home often ; and at last he was snowed 
up and frozen to death, with one of his boys, 
on a bear hunting expedition. 

Not very long after, Hester married this 
sturdy American, Joel Lea, who had bought 
some land on the Canadian side of the border, 
and her mother came home to live with them. 
They had been married four or five years, but 
none of their children had lived 

So it was when the discovery came upon 
poor old Mrs. Dayman (I do not know what 
else to call her), that Fulk Torwood Trevor, the 
husband of her youth, was not dead, but was 
Earl of Trevorsham ; married, and the father 
of four children in England. 

Poor old thing ! She would have buried her 
secret to the last, as much in pity and love to 
him as in shame and grief for herself ; and con- 
sideration, too, for the sons, for whom the dis- 
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covery was only less bad than for us, as they 
had less to lose. Hester herself hardly fully 
understood what it all involved, and it only 
gradually grew on her. 

That winter her mother fell ill, and Mr. Lea 
felt it right that the small property she had 
had for her life should be properly secured to 
her sons, according to the. division their father 
had intended. So a lawyer was brought from 
Montreal and her will was made. Thus another 
person knew about it, and he was mu'ch struck, 
and explained to Hester that she was really 
a lady of rank, and probably the only child 
of her father who had any legal claim to his 
estates. Lea, with a good deal of the old 
American Republican temper, would not be 
stirred up. He despised lords and ladies, and 
would none of it; but the lawyer held that 
it would be doing wrong not to preserve 
the record. Hester had grown excited, and 
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seconded him ; and one day, when Lea was 
out, the lawyer brought a magistrate to take 
Mrs. Dayman*s affidavit as to all her past his- 
tory — marriage witnesses and all. She was a 
good deal overcome and agitated, and quite 
implored Hester never to use the knowledge 
against her father ; but she must have been 
always a passive, docile being, and they made 
her tell all that was wanted, and sign her 
deposition, as she had signed her will, as Faith 
Trevor, commonly known as Faith Dayman. 

She did not live many days after. It was 
on the 3rd of February, 1836, that she died; 
and in the course of the summer Hester had 
a son, who throve as none of her babies had 
done. 

Then she lay and brooded over him and 
the rights she fancied he was deprived of, till 
she worked herself up to a strong and fixed 
purpose, and insisted upon making all known 
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to her father. Now that her mother was gone 
she persuaded herself that he had been a cruel, 
faithless tyrant, who had wilfully deserted his 
young wife. 

Joel Lea would not listen to her. Why 
should she wish to make his son a good-for- 
nothing English lord.^ That waS his view. 
Nothing but misery, distress, and temptation 
could come of not letting things alone. He 
held to that, and there were no means forth- 
coming either of coming to England to present 
herself The family were well to do, but had 
no ready money to lay out on a passage across 
the Atlantic. Nor would Hester wait. She 
had persuaded herself that a letter would be 
suppressed, even if she had known how to 
address it; but to claim her son's rights, and 
make an earl of him, had become her fixed 
idea, and she began laying aside every farthing 
in her power. 
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ORy URSULAS NARRATIVE, 15 

in this she was encouraged, not by the lawyer 
who had made the will — and who, considering 
that poor Faith's witnesses had been destroyed, 
and her certificate and her wedding ring taken 
from her by the Indians, thought that the 
marriage could not be substantiated — ^but by a 
clever young clerk, who had managed to find 
out the state of things ; a man named Perrault, 
who used to come to the farm, always when 
Lea was out, and talk her into a further state 
of excitement about her child's expectations, 
and the injuries she was suffering. It was her 
one idea. She says she really believes she 
should have gone mad if the saving had not 
occupied her ; and a very dreary life poor Joel 
must have had whilst she was scraping to- 
gether the passage-money. He still steadily 
knd sternly disapproved the whole, and when 
at two years' end she had put together enough 
to bring her and her boy home, and maintain 
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them there for a few weeks, he still refused 
to go with her. The last thing he said was, 
"Remember, Hester, what was the price of 
all the kingdoms of the world ! Thou wilt 
have it, then ! Would that I could say, my 
blessing go with thee." And he took his child, 
and held him long in his arms, and never spoke 
one word over him but, " My poor boy ! " 
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CHAPTER IL 



TREVORSHAM. 



I SUPPOSE I had better tell what we had been 
doing all this time. Adela and I had come out, 
and had a season or two in London, and my 
father had enjoyed our pleasure in it, and paid 
a good deal of court to our pretty Adela, 
because there was no driving Torwood into 
anything warmer than easy brotherly com- 
panionship. 

In fact, Torwood had never cared for anyone 
but little Emily Deerhurst. Once he had come 
to her rescue, when she was only nine or ten 
years old, and her schoolboy cousins were 
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teasing her, and at every Twelfth-day party 
since she and he had come together as by 
right. There was something irresistible in her 
great soft plaintive brown eyes, though she 
was scarcely pretty otherwise, and we used 
to call her the White Doe of Rylstone. 
Torwood was six or seven years older, and 
no one supposed that he seriously cared for 
her, till she was sixteen. Then, when my 
father spoke point blank to him about Adela, 
he was driven into owning what he wished. 

My father thought it utter absurdity. The 
connection was not pleasant to him; Mrs. 
Deerhurst was always looked on as a design- 
ing widow, who managed to marry off her 
daughters cleverly, and he could believe no 
good of Emily. . 

Now Adela always had more power with papa 
than any of us. She had a coaxing way, which 
his stately old-school courtesy never could resist. 
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She used when we were children to beg for 
holidays, and get treats for us; and even now, 
many a request which we should never have 
dared to utter, she could, with her droll arch 
way, make him think the most sensible thing 
in the world. 

What odd things people can do who have 
lived together like brothers and sisters ! I can 
hardly help laughing when I think of Torwood 
coming disconsolately up from the library, and 
replying, in answer to our vigorous demands, 
that his lordship had some besotted notion past 
all reason. 

Then we pressed him harder — Adela with 
indignation, and I with sympathy — till we 
forced out of him that he had been forbidden 
ever to think or speak again of Emily, and all 
his faith in her laughed to scorn, as delusions 
induced by Mrs. Deerhurst 

" I'm sure I hope you'll take Ormerod, Adela," 
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I remember he ended ; *'then at least you would 
be out of the way." 

For Sir John Ormerod's courtship was an 
evident fact to all the family, as, indeed, 
Adela was heiress enough to be a good deal 
troubled with suitors, though she had hitherto 
managed to make them all keep their dis- 
tance. 

Adela laughed at him for his kind wishes, 
but I could see she meant to plead for him. 
She had her chance, for Sir John Ormerod 
brought matters to a crisis at the next ball; 
and though she thought, as she said, " she had 
settled him," he followed it up with her guardian, 
and Adela was invited to a conference in the 
library. 

It happened that as she ran upstairs, all in a 
glow, she came on Torwood at the landing. 
She couldn't help saying in her odd half- 
laughing, half-crying voice — 
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"It will come right, Torwood; IVe made 
terms, I'm out of your way." 

"Not Ormerod!" he exclaimed. 

" Oh ! no, no !" I can hear her dash of scorn 
now, for I was just behind my brother, but 
she went on out of breath — 

"You may go on seeing her, provided you 
don't say a word — ^till — ^tiU she's been out two 
years." 

"Adela! you queen of girls, how have you 
done it ?" he began, but she thrust him aside 
and flew up into my arms; and when I had 
her in her own room it came out, I hardly 
know how, that she had so shown that she 
cared for no one she had ever seen except my 
father, that they found they did love each 
other; and — ^and — in short they were going to 
be married." 

Really it seemed much less wonderful then 
than it does in thinking of it afterwards. My 
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father was much handsomer than any young 
man I ever saw, with a hawk nose, a clear 
rosy skin, pure pink and white like a boy's, 
curly little rings of white hair, blue eyes clear 
and bright as the sky, a tall upright soldierly 
figure, and a magnificent stately bearing, courte- 
ous and grand to all, but sweetly tender to a 
very few, and to her above all. It always had 
been so ever since he had brought her home 
an orphan of six years old from her mother's 
death-bed at Nice. And he was youthful, 
could ride or hunt all day without so much 
fatigue as either of his sons, and was as fresh 
and eager in all his ways as a lad. 

And she, our pretty darling! I don't think 
Torwood and I in the least felt the incongruity 
of her becoming our step-mother, only that papa 
was making her more entirely his own. 

I am glad we did not mar the sunshine. It 
did not last long. She came home thoroughly 
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unwell from their journey to Switzerland, and 
never got better. By the time the spring had 
come round again, she was lying in the vault 
at Trevorsham, and we were trying to keep poor 
little Alured alive and help my poor father to 
bear it. 

He was stricken to the very heart, and never 
was the same m<m again. His age seemed to 
come upon him all at once ; and whereas at 
sixty-five he had been like a man ten years 
younger, he suddenly became like one ten 
years older ; and though he never was actually 
ill, he failed from month to month. 

He could not bear the sight or sound of the 
poor baby. Poor Adela had scarcely lived to 
hear it was a boy, and all she had said about 
it was, " Ursula, you'll be his mother." And, 
oh ! I have tried. If love would do it, I think 
he could not be more even to dear Adela ! 

What a frail Ettle life it was ! What nights 
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and days we had with him ; doctors saying that 
skill could not do it, but care might ; and 
nurses knowing how to be more effective than 
I could be; yet while I durst not touch him 
I could not bear not to see him. And I do 
think I was the first person he began to 
know. 

Meantime, there was a great difference in 
Torwood. He had been very much of a big 
boy hitherto. No one but myself could have 
guessed that he cared for much besides a lazy 
kind of enjo)anent of all the best and nicest 
things in this world. He did what he was 
told, but in an uninterested sort of way, just 
as if politics and county business, and work 
at the estate, were just as much tasks thrust 
on him as Virgil and Homer had been; and 
put his spirit into sporting, &c. 

But when he was allowed to think hopefully 
of Emily, it seemed to make a man of him^ 
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and he took up all that he had to do, as if it 
really concerned him, and was not only a 
burden laid on him by his father. 

And, as my father became less able to exert 
himself, Torwood came forward more, and was 
something substantial to lean upon. Dear 
fellow! I am sure he did well earn the con- 
sent he gained at last, though not with much 
satisfaction, from papa. 

Emily had grown into great sweetness and 
grace, and Mrs. Deerhurst had gone on very 
well. Of course, people were unkind enough 
to say, it was only because she had such prey 
in view as Lord Torwood ; but, whatever with- 
held her, it is certain that Emily only had the 
most suitable and reasonable pleasures for a 
young lady, and was altogether as nice, and 
gentle, and sensible, as could be desired. There 
never was a bit of acting in her, she was only 
allowed to grow in what seemed natural to 
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her. She was just one of the nice simple girls 
of that day, doing her quiet bit of solid reading, 
and her practice, and her neat little smooth 
pencil drawing from a print, as a kind of duty 
to her accomplishments every day; and filling 
books with neat up-and-down MS. copies of 
all the poetry that pleased her. Dainty in all 
her ways, timid, submissive, and as it seemed 
to me, colourless. 

But Fulk taught her Wordsworth, who was 
his great passion then, and found her a perfect 
listener to all his Tory hopes, fears, and usages. 

Papa could not help liking her when she 
came to stay with us, After they were engaged, 
at the end of two years. He allowed that, 
away from her mother and all her belongings, 
she would do very well ; and she was so 
pretty and sweet in her respectful fear of him — 
I might almost say awe — ^that his graceful, 
chivalrous courtesy woke up again ; and he 
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was beginning absolutely to enjoy her, as she 
became a little more confident and understood 
him better. 

How well I remember that last evening ! I 
was happier than I had been for weeks about 
little Alured : the convulsions had quite gone 
off, the teeth that had caused them were 
through, and he had been laughing and play- 
ing on my lap quite brightly— cooing to his 
mother's miniature in my locket. He was 
such an intelligent little fellow for eighteen 
months! I came down so glad, and it was so 
pleasant to see Emily, in her white dress, 
leaning over my father while he had gone so 
happily into his old delight of showing his 
prints and engravings; and Torwood, standing 
by the fire, watching them with the look of 
a conqueror, and Jaquetta — ^like the absurd 
child she loved to be — teasing them with 
ridiculous questions about their housekeeping. 
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They were to have Spinney Lawn bought 
for them, just a mile away, and the business 
was in hand. Jaquey was enquiring whether 
there was a parlour for The Cid, Torwood*s 
hunter, whom she declared was as dear to him 
as Emily herself. Indeed, Emily did go out 
every morning after breakfast to feed him with 
bread. I can see her now on Torwood's arm, 
with big Rollo and little Malta rolling over 
one another after them. 

Then came an afternoon when we had all 
walked to Spinney Lawn, laid out the gardens 
together, and wandered about the empty rooms, 
planning for them. The birds were singing in 
the March sunshine, and the tomtits were calling 
"peter'* in the trees, and Jaquetta went racing 
about after the dogs, like a thing of seven years 
old, instead of seventeen. And Torwood was 
cutting out a root of primroses, leaves and all, 
for Emily, when we saw a fly go along the lane. 
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and wondered, with a sort of idle wonder. We 
supposed it must be visitors for the parsonage, 
and so we strolled home, looking for violets by 
the way, and Jaquetta getting shiny studs of 
celandine. Ah! I remember those glistening 
stars were all closed before we came back. 

Well, it must come, so it is silly to linger! 
There stood the fly at the hall-door, and the 
butler met us, saying — 

"There's a person with his lordship, my lord. 
She would not wait till you came in, though 
I told her he saw no one on business without 
you '' 

Torwood hastened on before this, expecting 
to see some importunate person bothering my 
father with a petition. What he did see was 
my father leaning back in his chair, with a 
white, confounded, bewildered look, and a 
woman, with a child on her lap, opposite. 
Her back was to the door, and Torwood's 



Digitized by 



Google 



30 LADY HESTER; 

first impression was that she was a well-dressed 
impostor threatening him ; so he came quickly 
to my father's side, and said — 

"What is it father? Tm here/' 

My poor father put out his hand feebly to 
him, and said — 

"It is all true, Torwood. God forgive me; 
I did not know it!" 

" Know what ?" he asked anxiously. " What 
is it that distresses you, father ? Let me speak 
to this person " 

Then she broke out — not loud, not coarsely^ 
but very determinately — " No, sir ; you would 
be very glad to suppress me, and my child, and 
my evidence, no doubt ; but the Earl of Trevor- 
sham has acknowledged the truth of my claim, 
and I will not leave this spot till he has acknow- 
ledged my mother as his only lawful wife, and 
my child, Trevor Lea, as his only lawful 
beir!" 
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Torwood thought her insane and only said 
quietly, as he offered my father his arm, "I 
will talk it over with you presently; Lord 
Trevorsham is not equal to discuss it now." 

"I see what you mean!" she said quickly. 
" You would like to make me out crazy, but 
Lord Trevorsham knows better. Do not you, 
my father?" she said, with a strong emphasis, 
the more marked, because it was concentrated, 
not loud. 

My poor father was shuddering all over with 
involuntary trembling; but he put Torwood*s 
hand away from him, and looked up piteously, 
as if his heart was breaking (as it was) ; but he 
spoke steadily. " It is true. It is true, Torwood. 
I was married to poor Faith, when I was a 
young man, in Canada. They sent me proofs 
that all had perished when the Indians attacked 
the village ; but — ^" and then he put his hands 
over his face. It must have been dreadful to 
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see; but Hester Lea was too .much bent on 
her rights to feel a moment's pity; and she 
spoke on in a hard tone, with her eyes fixed 
on my brother's face. 

"But you failed to discover that she was 
rescued from the Indians; gave birth to me, 
your daughter, Hester; and only died two 
years ago." 

" You hear ! My boy, my poor boy, forgive 
me ; don't leave me to her," was what my 
poor fatlier had said — ^he who had been so 
strong. 

My brother saw what it all meant now. 
" Never fear that, sir," he said ; " I am your 
son still, any way, you know." 

" You will do justice to me," she began, in 
her fierce tone ; but my brother met it calmly 
with, "Certainly, we will do our best that 
justice should be done. You have brought 
proof.?" 
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His quietness overawed her, and she pointed 
to the papers on the table. They were her 
mother's attested narrative, and the certificate 
of her burial. 

My brother read aloud, "The 3rd of Feb- 
ruary, 1836," then he turned to my father and 
said, "You observe, father, the difference this 
may make, if true, is that of putting little 
Alured into the place I have held. My father's 
last marriage was on the 15 th of April, 1836,** 
he added to her. He says she quite glared at 
him with mortification, as if he had invented 
poor . little Alured on purpose to baffle her ; 
but my father breathed more freely. 

"And is nothing — nothing to be done for 
my child, your own grandson?" exclaimed 
she, " after these years." 

Torwood silenced her by one of his looks. 
"We only wish to do justice," he said. "If 
it be as you say, you will have a right to a 

D 
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great deal, and it will not be disputed ; but 
you must be aware that a claim made in this 
manner requires investigation, and you can see 
that my father is not in a state for an exciting 
discussion." 

" Your father !" she said, with a bitter tone 
of scorn ; but he took it firmly, though the 
blood seemed to come boiling to his temples. 

" Yes/* he said, " my father ! and if you are 
indeed his daughter, you should show some 
pity and filial duty, by not forcing the dis- 
cussion on him while he can so little bear it." 

That staggered her a little, but she said, " I 
do not wish to do him any harm, but I have 
my child's interests to think of. How do I 
know what advantage may be taken against 
him ?" 

Torwood saw my father lying back in the 
chair, trembling, and he dreaded a fit every 
moment. 
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■*'I give you my word," he said, "that no 
injustice shall be done you ;** and as she looked 
keenly at him, as if she distrusted him, he 
said, "Yes, you may trust me. I was bred 
an English gentleman, whatever I was born, 
and I promise you never to come between you 
and your rights, when your identity as Lord 
Trev6rsham*s daughter is fully established. 
Meantime, do you not see that your presence 
is killing him? Tell me where you may be 
heard of?" 

"I shall stay at the Shinglebay Hotel till 
I am secure of the justice I claim," she said. 
"Come, my boy, since your own grandfather 
will not so much as look at you." 

Torwood walked her across the hall. He was 
a little touched by those last words, and felt 
that she might have looked for a daughter's 
reception, so he said in the hall — 

"You must remember this is a very sudden 
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shock to us all. When my father has grown 
accustomed to the idea, no doubt he will wish 
to see you again ; but in his present state of 
health, he must be our first consideration. And 
unprepared as my sisters are, it would be impos- 
sible to ask you to stay in the house." 

She was always a little subdued by my 
brother's manner; I think its courtesy and 
polish almost frightened her, high-spirited, reso- 
lute woman as she was. 

"I understand," she said, with a stiff, cold 
tone. Jaquetta heard the echo of it, and 
wondered. 

"But," he added, "when they understand all, 
and when my father is equal to it, you shall 
be sent for." 

When he went back to the library he found 
my poor father unconscious. It was really 
only fainting then, and he came round with- 
out anyone being called, and he shrank from 
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seeing anyone but Torwood, explaining to 
him most earnestly how, though he was too 
ill himself to go to the place, his brother-officer. 
General Poyntz, had done so for him, and had 
been persuaded that the whole settlement and 
all the inhabitants had been swept off. It was 
such a shock to him that it nearly killed him. 
Poor father! it was grievous to hear him wish 
it had quite done so! 

We only knew that the woman had upset my 
father very much, and that Torwood could not 
leave him. Word was sent us to sit down to 
dinner without them, and Torwood sent for 
some gravy soup and some wine for him. He 
went on talking — sometimes about us, but more 
often about poor Faith, who seemed to have 
come back on him in all the beauty and charm 
of his first love. He seemed to be talking him- 
self feverish, and after a time Torwood thought 
that silence would be better for him ; so he got 
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him to go to bed, and sent good old Blake, the 
butler, who had been his servant in the army, 
to sit in the dressing-room. Blake, it turned 
out, had known all about the old story, so he 
was a safe person. Not that safety mattered 
much. " Lady Hester Lea " — she called herself 
so now, as, indeed, she had every right — ^was 
making it known at Shinglebay. 

So Torwood came out. I was very anxious, 
of course, and had been hovering about on the 
nursery stairs, where I had gone to see whether 
baby was quietly asleep, and I overtook him as 
he was going down-stairs. 

" How is papa ?" I asked. 

I shall never forget the white look of the 
face he raised up to mine as he said, "Poor 
father! Ursula, I can only call the news 
terrible. Will you try to stand up against it 
bravely } ' 

And then he held out his arms and gathered 
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me into them, and I believe I said, "I can 
bear anything when you do that!" 

I thought it could only be something about 
Bertram, who had rather a way of getting 
into scrapes, and I said his name ; biit just 
as Fulk was setting me at ease on that score, 
Jaquetta, who was on the watch, too, opened 
the door of the green drawing-room, and we 
were obliged to go in. Then, hardly answer- 
ing her and Emily, as they asked after papa, 
he stood straight up in the middle of the rug 
and told us, beginning with — '^Ursula, did you 
know that our father had been married as a 
young man in Canada?" 

No. We had never guessed it 

"He was," my brother went on, "This is 
his daughter." 

"Our sister!" Jaquetta asked. "Where has 
she been all this time ?" 

But I saw there must be more to trouble 
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him, and then it came. "I cannot telL My 
father had every reason to believe that — she 
— ^his first wife — ^had been killed in a massacre 
by the Red Indians ; but if what this person 
says is true, she only (died two years ago. 
But it was in all good faith that he married 
our n^other. He had taken all means to 
discover ** 

Even then we did not perceive what this 
involved. I felt stunned and numbed chiefly 
from seeing the great shock it had been to my 
father and to him ; but poor little Jaquetta and 
Emily were altogether puzzled ; and, Jaquetta 
said, " But is this sister of ours such a very 
disagreeable person, Torwood ? Why didn't 
you bring her in and show her to us ? " 

Then he exclaimed, almost angrily at her 
simplicity, " Good heavens ! girls, don*t you see 
what it all means ? If this is true, I am not 
Torwood. We are nothing — nobody — nameless." 
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He turned to the fire, put both elbows on 
the mantelshelf, and hid his face in his hands. 
Emily sprang up, and tried to draw down his 
arm ; and she did, but he only used it to put 
her from him, hold her off at arm's length, 
and look at her — oh! with such a tender face 
of firm sorrow ! 

"Ah! Emily," he said; "you too! It has 
been all on false pretences ! That will have to 
be all over now." 

Then Emily's great brown eyes grew bigger 
with wonder and dismay. 

" False ~ pretences !" she cried, "what false 
pretences.? Not that you cared for me, Torwood." 

" Not that I cared for you," he said, with a 
suppressed tone that made his voice so deep! 
" Not that / cared, but that Lord Torwood did 
— Torwood is the baby upstairs." 

" But it is you — ^you — you— Fulk!" said Emily, 
trying to creep and sidle up to him, white doe 
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fashion. I believe nobody had ever called him 
by his Christian name before, and it made it 
sweeter to him, but still he did not give in. 

"Ah! that's all very well," he said, and his 
voice was softer then, "but what would your 
mother say?" 

" The same as I do," said Emily, undauntedly. 
" How should it change one's feelings one bit," 
and she almost cried at being held back. 

He did let her nestle up to him then, but with 
a sad sort of smile. " My child, my darling," 
he said, " I ought not to allow this! It will only 
be the worse after !" 

But just then a servant's step made them start 
back, and a message came and brought word 
that Mr. Blake would be glad if Lord Torwood 
. would step up. 

Yes, my poor father was wandering in his 
speech, and very feverish, mixing up Adela 
and Faith Le Blanc strangely together some- 



Digitized by 



Google 



OR, URSULAS NARRATIVE. 43 

times, and at others fancying he was lying ill 
with his wound, and sending messages to Faith. 
We sent for the doctor, but he could not 
do anything really. It had been a death-blow, 
though the illness lasted a full week. He knew 
us generally, and liked to see us, but he always 
had the sense that something dreadful h^d 
happened to us ; and he would stroke my hand 
or Jaquetta's, and pity us. He was haunted, 
too, by the sense that he ought to do some- 
thing for us which he could not do. We 
thought he meant to make a will, securing us 
something, but he was never in a condition in 
wltich my brother would have felt justified in 
getting him to sign it. Indeed there was so 
little disease about him, and we thought he 
would get better, if only we could keep him 
free from distress and excitement ; so we made 
his room as quiet as possible, and discouraged 
his talking or thinking. 
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Lady Hester came every day. My brother 
had sent for Mr. Eagles, our solicitor, to meet 
her the first time, and look at her papers. 

He said he could not deny that it looked 
very bad for us. Of the original marriage 
there was no doubt ; indeed, my father had 
told Torwood where to find the certificate 
of it, folded up in the secret drawer of his 
desk, with his commission in the army; and 
the register of Faith's burial was only too 
plain. The only chance there was for us was, 
that her identity could not be established ; but 
Mr. Eagles did not think it would go off on 
this. The whole of her life seemed to be 
traceable ; besides, there was something about 
Hester that forbade all suspicion of her being 
a conscious impostor. Whether she would be 
able to prove herself my father's daughter was 
^another more doubtful point That, however, 
made no difference, except as to her own rank 
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and fortune. If the first wife were proved to 
have been alive till 1836, then little Alured 
was the only true heir to the title and estate, 
and, next after him, stood Hester Lea and 
her son. 

People said she was like the family ; I never 
could see it, and always thought the likeness 
due to their imagination. She took one by 
surprise. . She was a tall, well-made woman, 
with a narrow waist, and a proud, peculiarly 
upright bearing, though quick, almost sharp in 
all her movements, and especially with her eyes. 
Those eyes, I confess, always startled me. They 
were clear, bright blue, well opened eyes — 
honest eyes one would have called them — only 
they appeared to be always searching about, and 
darting at one when one least expected it. The 
red and white of the face too always had a clear 
hard look, like the eyes ; the teeth projected a 
little, and were so very, very white, that they 
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always seemed to me to flash like the eyes ; and 
if ever she smiled, it was as much as to say, 
* I don*t believe you." Her nose had an amount 
of hook, too, that always gave me the feeling of 
having a wild hawk in the room with me. 
Jaquetta used to call her a panther of the 
wilderness, buj: to my mind there was none of 
the purring cattish tenderness of the panther. 
However, that might be only because she viewed 
us as her natural enemies, and was always on 
her guard against us, though I do not well know 
why ; I am sure we only wanted to know the 
truth and do justice, and Fulk was so convinced 
that she would prove her case, and that there 
was no help for it, that at the end of hearing 
Mr. Eagles question her, he said, "Well, the 
matter must be tried in due time, but since 
we are brothers and sisters, let us be friendly," 
and he held out his hand to hen Mr. Eagles, 
who told me, said he could have beaten him 
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for the imprudent admission, only he did look 
so generous and sweet and sad ; and Lady 
Hester drew herself up doubtfully and proudly, 
as if she could hardly bear to own such a 
brother, but she did take his hand, coldly 
though, and saying, " Let me see my father." 

He was obliged to tell her that this was 
impossible. I doubt whether she ever believed 
him — at least she used to gaze at him with 
her determined eyes, as if she meant to abash 
him out of falsehood, and she sharply questioned 
every one about Lord Trevorsham's state. 

The determination to be friendly made my 
brother offer to take her to us. She consented, 
but not very readily, and I am afraid we were 
needlessly cold and dry ; but we were taken 
by surprise when my brother brought her into 
the sitting-room. It was not very easy to 
welcome the woman who was going to turn 
us all out, and under such a stigma; and she 
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— she could hardly be expected to look com- 
placently at the interlopers who had her place, 
and the title she had a right to. 

She put us through her hard catechism about 
my dear father's state, and said at last that she 
should like to see Lord Torwood. 

Taken by surprise, we looked and signed 
towards him whom that name had always 
meant. He smiled a little and said, "Little 
Alured! But, remember, I am bound to con 
cede nothing till judicial minds are convinced. 
The parties concerned cannot judge. Can you 
venture to have Baby down, Ursula } " 

No, I did not venture. I thought it might 
have been averted ; but I was only obliged to 
take her up to the nurseries. On the way up 
she asked which way my father's room lay. I 
answered, "Oh ! across there ;" I did not know 
if she might not make a dash at it. 

I think she must have heard at Shinglebay 
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how delicate poor little Alured was, and thence 
gathered hopes of the succession for her boy, 
for she asked her sharp questions about his 
health all the way up, and knew that he had 
had fits. I could not put her down as one 
generally can inquisitive people. I suppose 
it was because she was more sensible of the 
difference in our real positions than I have as 
yet felt. 

Baby was asleep ; and I think she was 
touched by the actual sight of him. She said 
he was very like her boy ; and though I sup- 
posed that a mere assertion at the time, it 
was quite true. Alured and Trevor Lea have 
always been remarkably alike. However, she 
cross-examined Nurse about his health even 
more minutely, and then took her leave ; but 
she came again every day, walking after the 
first, as long as my dear father lived. 

And she must have talked, for there came 
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a kind of feeling over everyone, as well as 
ourselves, that something was hanging over 
us, of which the issue would be known when 
my father's illness took some turn. 

Mr. Decies came every day to inquire, but 
I could not bear a strange eye, and Hester 
might have been looking on. I was steeling 
myself against him. Was I right? — oh! was 
I right ? I have wondered and grieved ! For I 
knew well enough what he had been thinking of 
for months before ; only I did not want it to 
come to a point. How was I to leave little 
Alured to Jaquetta? or disturb my father by 
breaking up his home? I liked him on the 
whole, and had come the length of thinking 

that if I ever married at all, it would be 

But that's all nonsense ; and mine could not 
have been what other people's love was, or I 
should not have shrunk from the sight and 
look of him. If it had been only poverty 



Digitized by 



Google 



OR, URSULAS NARRATIVE. 51 

that was coming, it would have been a dif- 
ferent thing ; but to be nameless impostors ! 

Mrs. Deerhurst had gone out on a round of 
visits, when Emily came to us, taking her 
younger daughter. They wiere not a very 
letter-writing family. It is odd how some 
people's pen is a real outlet of expression ; 
while others seem to lack the nerve that 
might convey their thoughts to it, even when 
they live in more sympathy than Emily could 
well have had with her mother. 

At least, so I understand, what afterwards 
we wondered at, that Emily never mentioned 
Hester ; only saying, when, after some days 
she did write, that Lord Trevorsham was ill. 

So Fulk had the one comfort of being with 
her when he was out of the sick room. I 
used to see them from the window walking up 
and down the terrace in the blue east wind haze 
of those March days, never that I could see 
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speaking. I don't think my brother would have 
felt it honourable to tie one additional link 
between himself and her. He had not a doubt 
as to how her mother would act, but to be 
in her dear little affectionate presence was a 
better help than we could give him, even though 
nothing passed between them, 

Jaquetta used to wonder at them, and then 
try to go on the same as usual ; and would 
wander about the garden and park with her 
dogs, and bring us in little anecdotes, and do 
all the laughing over them herself. Poor 
child ! she felt as if she were in a bad dream, 
and these were efforts to shake it off, and 
wake herself. 

After all, nothing was ever so bad as those 
ten days ! But, my brother always said he 
was thankful for the respite and time for 
thought which they gave him. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE PEERAGE CASE. 

The end came suddenly at last, when we were 
thinking my dear father more tranquil. He 
passed away in sleep late one evening, just ten 
days after Hester's arrival She had gone back 
to her lodgings, and we did not send to tell 
her till the morning ; but by nine o'clock she 
was in the house. 

We had crept down to breakfast, Jaquetta 
and I, feeling very dreary in the half-light, 
and as if desolation had suddenly come on 
us ; and when we heard her fly drive 
up to the door, Jaquetta cried out almost 
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angrily, "Torwood, how could you!" and 
we would have run away, but he said, 
"Stay, dear girls; it is better to have it 
over." 

As she came in he rang the bell as if for 
family prayers, and she had only asked one or 
two questions, which he answered shortly, when 
all the servants came in, some crying sadly. 
Fulk read a very few prayers — as much as 
he had voice for, and then, as all stood up, 
he had to clear his voice, but he spoke firmly 
enough. 

"It is right that you all should know that a 
grave doubt has arisen as to my position here. 
Lord Trevorsham had every reason to believe 
his first wife had perished by the hands of the 
Red Indians long before he married my mother. 
What he did was done in entire ignorance — ^no 
breath of blame must light on him. This lady 
alleges that she can produce proofs that she is 
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his daughter, and that her mother only died in 
February, '36. If these proofs be considered 
satisfactory by a committee of the House of 
Lords, then she and Alured Torwood Trevor 
will be shown to be his only legitimate children. 
I shall place the matter in the right hands as 
soon as possible — ^that is " (for she was glaring 
at him), "as soon as the funeral is over. Until 
that decision is made I request that no one will 
call me by the title of him who is gone ; but I 
shall remain here to take care of my little 
brother, whose guardian my father wished me 
to be; and for the present, at least, I shall 
make no change in the establishment." 

I think everyone held their breath : there was 
a great stillness over all — ^a sort of hush of awe 
— ^and then' some of the maids began sobbing, 
and the butler tried to say- something, but he 
quite broke down ; and just then a troubled 
voice cried out — 
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•'Torwood, Torwood, what is this?" 

And there we saw Bertram in the midst of 
us, with the haggard look of a man who had 
travelled all night, and a dismayed air that I 
can never forget. 

He had been quartered at Belfast, and we 
had written to him the day after my father's 
illness, to summon him home, but there were 
no telegraphs nor railways ; and there had 
been some hindrance about his leave, so that it ' 
had taken all that length of time to bring him. 
Fulk had left all to be told on his arrival. He 
had come by the mail-coach, and walked up 
from the Trevorsham Arms, where he had 
been told of our father's death ; and so had 
let himself in noiselessly, and was standing in 
the dining-room door, hearing all that Fulk 
said! 

Poor fellow ! Jaquetta flung herself on him, 
hiding her face against him, while the servants 
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went, and before any one else could speak, 
Hester stood forth, and said, to our amaze- 
ment— — 

"Captain Trevor! You know me. You 
can and must bear me witness, and do me 
justice ^" 

" You ! I have seen you before — but — 
where? I beg your parcjon/* he said, bewil- 
dered. 

"You remember Sault St Pierre farm?" 
she said. 

"Sault St Pierre! What? You are 
Mrs. Lea! Good heavens! Where is your 
mother?" 

"My mother is dead, sir. You were the 
first person who made known to her that her 
husband, my father, was not dead, but had 
taken — or pretended to take — an English 
woman for his wife." 

"Wait!" thundered Fulk, "whatever my 
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father did was ignorantiy and honourably 
done I" 

Bertram was as pale as death, and looked 
from one of us to the other, and at last, he 
gasped out — -... 

"And that — ^was what she meant ?** 

"There, sir," said Hester, turning to Tor- 
wood, "You see your brother cannot deny 
it! You will not refuse justice to me, and 
my son." 

I fajicy she expected ' that the house was 
to be given up to her, and that we were only 
to remain there on her sufferance, perhaps till 
after the funeral. 

My brother spoke, "Justice will no doubt be 
done ; but the question does not lie between 
you and me, but between me and Alured. It 
is, as I said, a peerage question — ^and will 
be decided by the peers. Incidentally, that 
enquiry will prove what is your position 
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and rank, as well as what may or may not 
be ours. Any further points depend upon my 
father's will, and that will be in the hands of 
Mr. Eagles. I think you can see that it 
would be impossible, as well as unfeeling, to 
take any steps until after the funeral." 

Whatever Hester Lea was, she was a high- 
spirited being, standing there, a solitary 
woman, a stranger, with all of us four, and 
one whole household, as it must have seemed, 
against her. I was outraged and shocked at 
her defiance at the time, but when, some 
time after, I re-read King John, I saw 
that there was something of Constance in 
her. 

"That may be," she answered, "but when 
my child's interests are at stake, I cannot 
haggle over conventionalities and proprieties. 
I am the Earl of Trevorsham's only legitimate 
daughter, and I claim my right to remain in 
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his house, and to take charge of my infant 
brother." 

A sign from Fulk stopped me, as I was going 
to scream at this. 

"Remember," he said, "your identity has 
yet to be proved." 

"Your brother there must needs witness. 
He has done so." 

"What do you witness to, Bertram?" asked 
Fulk. 

" I do not know ; I cannot understand," said 
Bertram. "I saw this person in a farm in 
Lower Canada, and there was an old lady who 
seemed to have known my father, and was 
very much amazed to find he was not killed 
in 1 8 14. I did not hear her name, nor know 
whose mother she was, nor an3^hing about her, 
nor what this dreadful business means.** 

" At any rate," said Fulk to her, " your claim 
to remain in the house must depend on the 
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legal proof of the fact. My father's first mar- 
riage is undoubted, but absolute legal certainty 
that you are the child of that marriage alone 
can entitle you to take rank as his daughter; 
and, therefore, I am not compelled to admit 
your claim to remain here, though if you will 
refrain from renewing this discussion till after 
the funeral, I will not ask you to leave the 
house." 

" I do not recognize your right to ask or not 
to ask," she said, undauntedly. 

"I am either Lord Trevorsham's rightful 
heir — and it is not yet shown that I am 
not — or else I am the guardian he ap- 
pointed for his son. I know this to be so, 
and Mr. Eagles, who will soon be here, will 
show it to you in the will if you wish it. 
Therefore, until the decision is made, when, 
if it goes against me, the child will no 
doubt be made a ward in Chancery, I 
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am the person responsible for him and his 
property." 

"I have no doubt you will take advantage 
of me and of every quibble against me ;" and 
there at last she began to break down ; " but 
if there is justice in heaven or earth my child 
shall have it, though you and all were leagued 
against him." 

And there she began to sob. And those 
brothers of mine, they actually grew com- 
passionate ; they ran after wine ; they called 
us to bring salts, and help her. Emily 
shuddered, and put her hands behind her; 
but Jaquetta actually ran up to the woman, 
and coaxed her and comforted her, when I 
had rather have coaxed a tigress. 

But I had to go to the table and pour out 
tea and give it to her with all the rest I 
don't know how we got through that break- 
fast. But we did, and then I made the house- 
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keeper put her into the very best rooms. Any- 
thing if she would only stay there out of the way. 

When I came back, I found Fulk explain- 
ing why he had spoken at once, and he said 
he felt that she would have no scruples about 
taking the initiative, and that everyone would 
be having surmises. 

Poor Bertram was even more cut up than 
we were. It came more suddenly, and he felt 
as if it was all his doing. He had no hope, and 
he took all ours away. There had been some- 
thing in the old woman that impressed him 
as genuine, and he had no doubt that 
she had known and loved our father. Nay, 
no one could suspect Hester of not believ- 
ing in her own story; the only question was 
whether the links of evidence could be sub- 
stantiated. 

The next thing that happened — I can't tell 
which day it was — was Mrs. Deerhurst's 
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coming, professing to be dreadfully shocked 
and overcome by my father's death, to take 
away Emily. She must be so much in our 
way. I, who saw her first, answered only by 
begging to keep her — our great comfort and 
the one thing that cheered and upheld my 
brother. 

Mrs. Deerhurst looked keenly at me ; and 
I began to wonder what she knew, but just 
then came Fulk into the room, with his calm, 
set, determined face. I knew he would rather 
speak without me, so I went away, and only 
knew what he could bear to tell me after- 
wards, 

Mrs. Deerhurst had been a great deal kinder 
than he expected. No doubt she would not 
break the thing off while there was a shred 
of hope that he was an earl ; but he could 
not drive her to allow, in so many words, 
that it must depend upon that. 
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He had quite made up his mind that it was 
not right to enjoy Emil/s presence and the 
comfort it gave him, unless he was secure of 
Mrs. Deerhurst's permitting the engagement 
under his possible circumstances. 

I believe he flattered himself she would, and 
let her deceive him with thinking so, instead 
oC as we all did, seeing that what she wanted 
was to secure the credit of being constant 
and disinterested in case he retained his posi- 
tion. So, although she took Emily home, 
she left him cheered and hopeful, ^ admiring 
her, and believing that she so regarded her 
daughter's happiness that, if he had enough to 
support her, she would overlook the loss of 
rank and title. He went on half the evening 
talking about what a remarkable woman Mrs. 
Deerhurst was ; and, at any rate, it cheered 
him up through those worst days. 

Our Lupton uncles came, and were fright- 
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fully shocked and incredulous; at least, Uncle 
George was. Uncle Lupton himself remem- 
bered something of my father having told him 
of a former affair in America. 

They would not let Jaquetta and me go to 
the funeral; and they were wise, for Hester 
thrust herself in — ^but it is of no use to think 
about that. Indeed, there is not much to tell 
about that time, and I need not go into the 
investigation. It was all taken out of our 
hands, as my brother had said. Perrault came 
over from Canada, and brought his witnesses, 
but not Joel Lea. He had nothing to prove, 
had conscientious scruples about appearing in 
an English court of justice, and still hoped it 
would all come to nothing. 

We stayed on at the London house — ^the 
lawyers said we ought, and that possession was 
"nine-tenths," &c. Besides, we wanted advice 
for Baby, who had been worse of late. 
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The end of it was that it went agaiost us. 
Faith's marriage, her identity, and Hester's, 
were proved beyond all doubt, and little 
Alured was served Earl of Trevorsham. Poor 
child, how ill he was just then ! It was de- 
clared water on the brain ! I could hardly 
think about anything else; but they all said 
it seemed like a mockery, and that he would 
not bear the title a week. And then Lady 
Hester would have been, not Countess of Tre- 
vorsham, but Viscountess Torwood, and at 
any rate she halved the personal property : 
all that had been meant for us. 

For we already knew that there was nothing 
in the will that could do us any good. All 
depended on my mother's marriage settlements, 
and as the marriage was invalid they were so 
much waste paper. 

My uncles, to whom my poor mother's 
fortune reverted, would not touch it, and 
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gave every bit back to us; but it was only 
;^ 10,000, and what was that among the four 
of us? 

I was in a sort of maze all the time, think- 
ing of very little beyond dear little Alured's 
struggle for life, and living upon his little faint 
smiles when he was a shade better. 

Jaquetta has tol4 me more of what passed 
than I heeded at the time. 

Our brothers decided not to retain the Trevor 
name, to which we had no right ; but they had 
both been christened Torwood, after an old 
family custom, and they thought it best to use 
this still as a surname. 

Bertram felt the shame, as he would c^ll it, 
the most; but Fulk held up his head more. 
He said where there was no sin there was no 
shame ; and that to treat ourselves as under a 
blot of disgrace was insulting our parents, who 
had been mistaken, but not guilty. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OR, URSULAS NARRATIVE. 69 

Bertram was determined gainst returning to 
his regiment, and it would have been really 
too expensive. His plan was to keep together, 
and lay out our capital upon a piece of ground 
in New Zealand, which was beginning to be 
settled. 

Jaquetta was alwaj^ ready to be delighted. 
Dear child, her head was full of log huts 
and Robinson Crusoe life, and cows to milk 
herself; and I really think she would have 
liked to go ashore in the Swiss family's eight 
tubs! 

The thorough change, after all the sorrow, 
seemed delicious to her! I heard her and 
Bertram laughing down below, and wondered 
if they got the length of settling what dogs 
they would take out! 

And Fulk ! He really had almost persuaded 
himself that Emily would go with us ; or at the 
very worst, would wait till he had achieved 
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prosperity and could come home and fetch 
her. 

Mrs. Deerhurst had declared that waiting 
for the decision was so bad for her nerves, 
that she must take her to Paris; and actually 
our dear old stupid fellow had not perceived 
what that meant, for the woman had let him 
part tenderly with Emily in London, with 
promises of writing, &c., the instant the case 
was decided. It passed his powers to suppose 
she could expose her daughter's heart to such 
a wreck. So he held up, cheerful and hope- 
ful, thinking what a treasure of constancy he 
had ! And when they had built their castle 
in New Zealand, they sent up Jaquey to call 
me to share it with them. Baby was asleep, 
and I went down ; but when I heard the plan 
— it was cross 'to be so unsympathizing, but 
I did feel hurt and angry at their forgetting 
him; and I said, "I shall never leave Alured.'* 
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"Ursula! you could not stay by yourself," 
said Jaquey. And Bertram, who had hardly 
ever seen him, and could not care for him 
said it was nonsense, and even if there were 
a chance of tlie child living, I could not be 
left behind. 

I was wrought up, and broke out that he 
would and should live, and that I would come 
as a stranger, a nursery governess, and watch 
over him, and never abandon him to Hester. 

" Never fear, Ursula," said Fulk, " if he lives, 
he will be in safe hands." 

"Safe hands! What are safe hands for a 
child like that! Hester's, who only wishes 
him out of her way ?" 

"For shame!" the others said, and I 
answered that, of course, I did not think 
Hester meant ill by him, but that, where 
the doctors had said only love and care 
could save him — no care was safe where he 
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was not loved ; and I cried very, very bitterly, 
more than I had done even for my father, or 
for anything else before ; and I fell into a 
storm of passion, at the cruelty of leaving 
the poor little thing, whom his dying mother 
had trusted to me, and declared I would never, 
never do it. 

I was right in the main, it seems to me, 
but unjust and naughty in the way I did it; 
and when Fulk, with some hesitation, began 
to talk of my not being asked to go just 
yet — not while the child lived — I turned round 
in a really violent, naughty fit, with — ^''You 
too, Fulk, I thought you loved your little 
brother better than that ? You only want to 
be rid of him, and leave him to Hester, and 
he will die in her hands." 

Fulk began to say that the Court of Chancery 
never gave the custody to the next heir. 
But I rushed away again to the nursery, 
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and sat there, devising plans of disguising 
myself in a close cap and blue spectacles, 
and coming to offer myself as Lord Trevor- 
sham's governess. 

The child had no relations whatever on his 
mother's side, and though, if he had been 
healthy, nurses and tutors might have taken 
care of this baby lordship, even that would 
have been sad enough ; and for the feeble little 
creature, whose life hung on a thread, how 
was it to be thought of? I fully made up 
my mind to stay, even if they all went I told 
Jaquetta, so — in my vehemence dashed all her 
bright anticipation, and sent her again in tears 
to bed. I wish unhappiness would not make 
one so naughty! 

The next day poor Fulk was struck down. 
A letter came from Mrs. Deerhurst to break 
off the engagement, and a great parcel con- 
taining all the things he had given Emily. 
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She must have packed them up before leaving 
England, while she was still flattering him. 
Not a word nor a line was there from Emily 
herself! — only a supplication from the mother 
that he would not rend her child's heart by 
persisting — just as if she had not encouraged 
him to go on all this time ! 

Nothing would serve him but that he must 
dash over to Paris, to see her and Emily. 

Railroads were not, and it was a ten days' 
affair at the shortest; and, with all our pros- 
pects doubtful and Alured still so ill, it was 
very trying. How Bertram did rave at the 
folly and futility of the expedition ! but one 
comfort was, that Alured was a ward of 
Chancery, and, in the vast kindness and, com- 
miseration everyone bestowed upon us, no one 
tried to hurry us or turn us out 

Hester used to come continually to inquire 
after her brother, and there was something in 
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her way that always made me shudder when 
she asked after him. I knew she could not wish 
for his life, and gloated over all the reports 
she could collect of his weakness. I felt more 
and more horror of her; God forgive me for 
not having tried not to hate her. I sometimes 
doubt whether my dread and distrust were not 
visible, and may not have put it into her 
head. 

And then came Mr. Decies, again and again. 
He was faithful — I see it now. He cared not 
if I had neither name nor fortune; he held 
fast to his proposals. And I ? Oh, I was 
absorbed — I was universally defiant — I did not 
do him justice in the bitterness I did not realise. 
I thought he was constant only out of honour 
and pity, and I did not choose to open my heart 
to understand his pleadings or accept them as 
earnest — I was harsh. Oh, how little one knows 
what one is doing ! Too proud to be grateful 
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— that was actually my ca?e. I was enamoured 
of the blue-spectacle plan ; I had romances of 
watching Alured day and night, and pouring 
away dangerous draughts. The very fancy, I 
see now, was playing with edged tools ; I feel 
as if my imagination had put the possibility 
into the very air. 

Once indeed — when Jaquetta had been 
telling me she did not understand my unkind- 
ness ; and observed that, even for Alured*s 
sake, she could not see why I did not accept — 
I did begin to regard him as a possible pro- 
tector for the boy. But no ; the blue spectacles 
would be the more assiduous guardian, said 
my foolish fancy. 

Before I had thought it over into sense or 
reason, Fulk came back from Paris. He had 
not been really crushed till now. He was 
white, and silent, and resolute, and very gentle ; 
all excitement of manner gone. He did not 
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say one word, but we knew it was all over 
with him, and that he could not have had 
one scrap of comfort or hope. 

Nor had he, though evdn to me he told 
nothing, till we were together in the dark 
one evening, much later. He did insist upon 
seeing Emily ; but her mother would not leave 
her, or take her eyes off her, and the timid 
thing did nothing but sob and cry, in utter 
helplessness and shame, and never even gave 
him a look. 

It was not the being neglected and cast off 
that he felt as such a wrong, to both him- 
self and Emily, but the being drawn on with 
false hopes and promises to expect that she 
was to belong to him, after all ; and he was 
cruelly disappointed that Emily had not 
energy to cling to him — ^he had made so sure 
of her. 

Bertram and Jaquetta had expected all along 
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that he would be the more eager to be off to 
the Antipodes when everything was swept 
away from him here, and he did sit after 
dinner talking it over in a business-like way, 
while Bertram gave him all the information he 
had been collecting in his absence. 

I would not listen. I was determined against 
going away from my charge ; I had rather have 
been his housemaid than have left him to 
Hester, and I must have looked like a stone 
as I got up, and left them to their talk while 
I went back to the boy. 

I heard Bertram say while I was lighting 
my candle, " Poor Ursula ! she will not see 
it. Hart told me to-day that the child is dying 
— would hirdly get through the night." 

Now I had been thinking all the afternoon 
that he was better, and I had gone down to 
dinner cheered. I turned into the doorway, 
and told Fulk to come and see. 
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He did come. There was Alured, lying, as 
he had lain all day, upon his nurse's knees, 
with her arm uqder his head. He had not 
moaned for a long time, and I had left him 
in a more comfortable sleep. He opened his 
eyes as we came in, held out his hands more 
strongly than we thought he could have done, 
quite smiled — such an intelligent smile — and 
said, "Tor — ^Tor — ^,*' which was what he had 
always called his brother, making his gesture 
to go to him. 

The tears came into Fulk's eyes, though 
he smiled back and spoke in his sweet, 
strong voice, and held out his arms, while 
we told him he had better sit down. Poor 
nurse! she must have been glad enoughs-she 
had held him all that live-long day ! And he 
was quite eager to go to his brother, and 
smiled up and cooed out, "Tor — Tor," again, 
as he felt himself on the strong arm. 
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Fulk bade nurse go and lie down, and he 
would hold him. And so he did. I fed the 
diildy as I had done at intervals all day ; and 
he sometimes slept, sometimes woke and mur- 
mured or cooed a little, and Fulk scarcely 
spoke or stirred, hour after hour. He had 
been travelling day and night, but, strange to 
say, that enforced calm — that tender stillness 
and watching, was better for him than rest 
He would only have tossed about awake, if 
he had gone to bed after a discussion with 
Bertram. 

But in the morning Dr. Hart came, quite 
surprised to find the child alive ; and when he 
looked at him and felt his pulse, he said, 
"You have saved him for this time, at least." 

(Everybody was lavish of pronouns, and 
chary of proper names. Nobody knew what 
to call anybody.) 

His little lordship was able to be laid in his 
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cot, and Fulk, almost blind now with sheer 
sleep, stumbled off to his room, threw himself 
on his bed, and slept for seven hours in his 
clothes without so much as moving. He con- 
fessed that he had never had such unbroken, 
dreamless sleep since he had first seen Hester 
Lea's face. 

That little murmur of "Tor— Tor" had 
•settled all our fates. I don't think he had 
realised before how love was the one thing 
that the child's life hung upon, and that the 
boy himself must have that love and trust. 
Then, too, when he had waked and dressed and 
come down, the first person he met was Hester, 
with her hard, glittering eyes, trying to condole, 
and not able to hide how the exulting look 
went out of her face on hearing that the Earl 
(as she chose to term him) was better. 

She supposed some arrangement would soon 
be made, and Fulk said he should see the 
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lawyers at once about it, and arrange for the 
personal guardianship of Lord Trevorsham. 

"Of course I am the only proper person 
while he lives, poor child," she said. 

I broke in with, ** The next heir is never 
allowed the custody.'* 

I wish I had not. She hastily and proudly 
said " What do you mean } " and Fulk 
quickly added that " the Lord Chancellor 
would decide.** 

The next day he went out, and on returning 
came up to me in the nursery, and called me 
into the study. 

** Ursula," he said, ** I find that, considering 
the circumstances, liere will be no objection 
made to our retaining the personal charge of 
our little brother. Everyone is very kind. 
Ours is not a common case of illegitimacy, 
and my father's well-known express wishes 
will be allowed to prevail." 



Digitized by 



Google 



OR, URSULA'S NARRATIVE. 83 

"And your character/' I could not help 
saying ; and he owned that it did go for some- 
thing, that he was known to everybody, and 
had some standing of his own, apart from the 
rank he had lost 

Then he went on to say that this would of 
course put an end to the emigration plan, so 
far as he was concerned. No doubt in the 
restless desire of change coming after such a 
fall and disappointment it was a great sacrifice ; 
but as he said, " There did not seem anything 
left for him in life but just to try to do what 
seemed most like one's duty." And then he 
said it did not seem a worthy thing to do 
nothing, but just exist on a confined income, 
and the only thing he did know anything 
about, and was not too old to learn, was 
farming, and managing an estate. 

Trevorsham would want an agent, for old 
Hall was so old, that my brother had really 
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done all his work for a year or two past ; and 
he had felt his way enough to know he could 
get appointed to the agency, if he chose. The 
house was to be let, but there was a farm to 
be had about two miles off, with a good house, 
and he thought of taking it, and stocking it, 
and turning regular farmer on his own account ; 
while looking after the property, and bringing 
Alured up among his own people and interests. 
Bertram did not like this at all. "Among 
all our old friends and acquaintance ? Impos- 
sible ! unbearable!" he said. 

But Fulk's answer, was — "Better so! If 
we went to a strange place, and tried to 
conceal it, it would always be oozing out, 
and be supposed disgraceful. If my sisters 
can bear it, I had rather confront it straight- 
forwardly ^*' 

"And be pitied ^^ — said Bertram, with such 
a contemptuous tone. 
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Nobody, however, thought it would be ad- 
visable for him to give up the New Zealand 
plan, nor did he ever mean it for a moment; 
indeed, he declared that he should go and 
prepare for us; for that we should very soon 
get tired of Skimping's Farm, and come out 
to him ; meaning, of course, that our dear 
charge would be over. 

He even wanted Jaquetta to come with him 
at once, and the log huts and fern trees 
danced before her eyes as the blue spectacles 
had done'^ before mine ; but she did hot like to 
leave me, and Fulk would not encourage it, 
for we both thought her much too young and 
too tenderly brought up to be sent out to a 
wild settler's life alone with Bertram, and with- 
out a friend near. 

To be farmers' sisters where we had been 
the Earl's daughters — ^well, I had much rather 
then that it had beea somewhere else; but I 
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saw it was best for Baby and still more so for 
Fulk, and dear little Jaquey held fast to me 
and to him, and so it was settled! 

Our friends and relatives had much rather 
we had all emigrated. They did not know 
what to do with us, and would have been glad 
to have had us all out of sight for ever, 
" damaged goods shipped off to the colonies." 
We felt this and it heartened us up to stay, 
out of the spirit of opposition. 

Old Aunt Amelia, who fussed and cried over 
us, and our two uncles, who gave us good 
advice by the yard! Alas! I fear we were 
equally ungrateful to them, both cold and 
impatient. No, we did not bear it really 
well, though they said we did. We had plenty 
of pride and self-respect, and that carried us 
on ; but there was no submission, no notion of 
taking it rel^iously.. I don't mean that we 
did not go to church, and in the main try to 
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do right. Any one more upright than my 
brother it would have been hard to find ; but 
as to any notion that religious feeling could 
help us, and that our reverse might be blessed 
to us, that would have seemed a very strange 
language indeed! 

And so we were hard, we would bear no 
sympathy but from one another, and even 
among ourselves we never gave way. 

People admired us, I fancy, but were alien- 
ated and disappointed, and we were quite 
willing then to have it so. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
SKIMPING'S FARM. 

Skimping's Farm was the unlucky name of 
the place, and Fulk would allow of no modifi- 
cation — his resolution was to accept it all 
entirely. Now I love no spot on earth so 
well. It was very different then. 

The farm-house lay on the slope of the hill, 
in the parish of Trevorsham, but with the park 
lying between it and the main village. The 
ground sloped sharply down to the little river, 
which, about two miles lower down, blends 
with the Avon, being, in fact, a creek out of 
Shinglebay. Beneath the house the stream is 
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clear and rocky, but then comes a flat of salt 
marsh, excellent for cattle ; and then, again, the 
river becomes tidal, and reaches at high water to 
the steep banks, sometimes covered with wood, 
sometimes with pasture or corn. 

Then under the little promontory comes the 
hamlet of fisherfolk at Quay Trevor ; and then 
the coast sweeps away to Shinglebay town, as 
anyone may see by the map. 

Ours is an old farm, and had an orchard of 
old apple-trees sloping down to the river — as 
also did the home field, only divided by a low 
stone wall from the little strip of flower-garden 
before the house, which in those days had 
nothing in it but two tamarisks^ a tea-tree, and 
a rose with lovely buds and flowers that always 
had green hearts. 

There was a good-sized kitchen-garden be- 
hind, and the farm-yard was at the side by 
the back door. The house is old and there- 
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fore was handsome outside, even then, but the 
chief of the lower story was comprised in one 
big room, a "keeping-room," as it was called, 
with an open chimney, screened by a settle, 
and with a long polished table, with a bench 
on either side. Into this room the front porch — 
a deep one, with seats — opened. At one end 
was a charming little sitting-room, parted off; 
at the other, the real kitchen for cooking, and 
the dairy and all the rest of the farm offices. 

Up-stairs — ^the stairs are dark oak, and come 
down at one end of the big kitchen — ^there is 
one beautiful large room, made the larger by 
a grand oriel window under the gable, one 
opening out of it, and four more over the 
offices ; then a step-ladder and a great cheese- 
room, and a perfect wilderness of odd nooks 
up in the roof. 

As to furniture, Fulk had bought that with 
the stock and everything else belonging to the 
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farm for a round sum ; and the Chancery 
people told us that we might take anything 
for ourselves from home that had been bought 
by ourselves, had belonged to our mother, or 
been given to us individually. 

So the furniture of Fulk's rooms in London 
— most of which he had had at Oxford — my 
own piano, our books, and various little work- 
tables, chairs, pictures, and knicknacks apper- 
tained to us ; also, we brought what belonged 
to the little one's nursery, and put him in the 
large room. • His grand nurse — Earl though 
he was — could not stand the change ; but old 
Blake, who was retiring into a public house, 
as he could do nothing else for us, suggested 
his youngest sister, who became the comfort 
of my life, for she was the widow of a small 
farmer, and could give me plenty of sound 
counsel as to how much pork to provide for 
the labourers, and how much small beer would 
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keep them in good heart, and not make them 
too merry. And she had too much, good 
sense to get into rivalry with Susan Sisson, 
the hind's wife, who lived in a kind of lean-to 
cottage opening into the farm-yard, and was 
the chief (real) manager of the dairy and 
poultry — though such was not Jaquetta's view 
of the case by any manner of means. 

What a help it was to have one creature 
who did enjoy it all from the very first! 

The parting with Bertram was sore, and 
one's heart will ache after him s^ill at times, 
though he is prosperous and happy with his 
wife and fine family at the new Trevorsham. 
Fulk went through it all in a grave set way, 
as if he knew he never should be happy again, 
and accepted everything in silence, as a matter 
of course, not wanting to sadden us, but often 
grieving me more by his steady silence than 
if he had complained. 
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One thing he was resolved on, that he would 
be a farmer out and out — not a gentleman 
farmer, as he said ; but though he only wore 
broadcloth in tKe evening and on Sundays, I 
can't say he ever succeeded dn not looking 
more of the gentleman. 

We fitted up the little parlour with our 
prettiest things, and it was our morning room^ 
and we put a screen across the big keeping- 
room, which made it snug for a family gather- 
ing place. But those were the days when 
everyone was abusing the farmers for not 
living with their labourers in the house, and 
Fulk was determined to try it, at least the 
first year, either for the sake of consistency^ 
or because he was resolved to keep our ex- 
penses as low as possible. "Failure would be 
ruin," he impressed on us, and he thought we 
ought to live on the profits of the farm, except 
what was directly spent on the boy, and to 



Digitized by 



Google 



OR, URSULAS NARRATIVE. 95 

save the income of the agency. (Taking one 
year with another, we did so.) 

So he gave up his own dear old Cid, and 
only used the same horses that had sufHced for 
our predecessor — a most real loss and depri- 
vation — ^and he chose to take meals at the 
long table in the keeping-room with the farm 
servants. He said we girls might dine in our 
little parlour apart, but there was no bearing 
that, and the whole household dined and 
supped together. Breakfast was at such un- 
certain times that we left that for the back 
kitchen, and had our own little round table by 
the fire, or in the parlour, at half-past seven ; 
and so we took care to have a good cup of 
coffee for Fulk when he came in about five or 
six ; but the half-past twelve dinner and eight 
o'clock supper were at the long table, our three 
selves and Baby at the top — Baby between me 
and Mrs. Rowe ("Ally's Rowe," as he called 
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her), then George and Susan Sisson opposite 
each other, the under nurse, the two maids, 
the hind, and the three lads. 

I believe it was a very awful penance 
to them at first. We used to hear them 
splashing away at the pump and puffing like 
porpoises; and they came in with shining 
faces and lank hair in wet rats' tails, the fore- 
most of which they pulled on all occasions 
of sitting down, getting up, or being offered 
food. 

But they always behaved very well, and the 
habit of the animal at feeding-time is so 
silent that I believe the restraint was com- 
pensated by the honour ; and it did civilise 
them, thanks, perhaps, to Susan's lectures on 
manners, which we sometimes overheard. 

Fulk made spasmodic attempts to talk 
to Sisson ; but the chief conversation was 
Jaquetta's. She went on merrily all dinner- 
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time, asking about ten thousand things, and 
hazarding opinions that elicited amusement in 
spile of ourselves: as when she asked, what 
sheep did with their other two legs, or sug- 
gested growing canary seed, as sure to be a 
profitable crop. Indeed, I think she had a 
little speculation in it on her own account in 
the kitchen garden — only the sparrows were 
too many for her — and what they left would 
not ripen. 

But the child was always full of some new 
and rare device, rattling on anyhow, not for 
want of sense, but just to force a smile out 
of Fulk and keep us all alive, as she called it 

She knew every bird and beast on the farm, 
fed the chickens, collected the eggs, nursed 
tender chicks or orphan lambs and weaning 
calves, and was in and out with the dogs all 
day, really as happy as ten queens, with the 
freedom and homely usefulness of the life — 
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tripping daintily about in the tall pattens of 
fann life in tliose days, and making fresh 
enjoyment and fun cf everything. 

I used to be half vexed to sec her grieve 
I*) little over all we had lost ; but Fulk said, 
"I suppose it is very hard to break down a 
creature at that age.** 

And even I was cheered by the wonderful 
start of health Alured took from the time 
Mrs. Rowe had him. He grew fat and rosy, 
and learnt to walk; and Dr. Hart was quite 
astonished at his progress, and said he was 
nearly safe from any more attacks of that 
fearful watn- on the brain till he was six or 
seven years old, and that, till that time, we 
must 1^ him be as much as possible in 
the open air, and with the animals, and m>t 
stimulate his brain — neither teach, nor excite, 
nor contradict him, nor let him cry. The farm 
life was evidently the very thing he wanted. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OR, URSULAS NARRATIVE. 99 

What a reprieve it was, even though it 
should be only a reprieve 1 

He was already three years old, and was 
very clever and observant 

We were glad that he was too young to 
take heed of the change, or to see what was 
implied by his change from **baby," to "my 
lord;" and we always called him by his 
Christian name. Mrs. Rowe felt far too 
much for us to gossip to him, and he was 
always with her or with me, though I do 
believe he liked Ben — the ^eat, rough, 
hind — ^better than anyone else ; would lead 
Mrs. Rowe long dances after him, to see him 
milk the cows, and would hold forth to him at 
dinner, in a way as diverting to us as it was 
embarrassing to poor Ben, who used to blurt 
out at intervals, " Yoi, my lord," and " Noa, 
my lord;" while the two maids tried to swallow 
their tittering. The farmers at market used 
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to call Fulk, "my lord," by mistake, and then 
colour up to their eyes through their red faces. 

I believe, indeed, it was their name for him 
among themselves, and that they watched him 
with a certain contemptuous compassion, in 
the full belief that he would ruin himself. 

And he declares he should if he had lived 
a bit more luxuriously, or if he had not had 
the agency salary to help him through the 
years of buying experience and the bad season 
with which he began. 

Nor was it till he had for some years in- 
troduced that capital breed which thrives so 
well in. the salt marshes, and twice follow- 
ing showed up the prize ox at the county 
show, that they began to believe in "Farmer 
Torwood," or think his "advanced opinions" 
in agriculture anything but a gentleman's 
whimsies. 

As to friends and acquaintance, I am afraid 
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we showed a great deal of pride and stiffness. 
They were kinder than we deserved, but we 
thought it prying and patronage, and would 
not accept what we could not return. 

It is not fair to say we. It was only 
myself — Jaquetta never saw anything but 
kindness, and took it pleasantly, and Fulk 
was too busy and too unhappy to be con- 
cerned about our visiting matters. If I saw 
anyone coming to call I hid myself in the 
orchard, or if I was taken by surprise I was 
stiffness itself; and then I wrote a set of 
cards (Miss Torwood and Miss Jaquetta Tor- 
wood), and drove round in the queer old- 
fashioned gig to leave them, and there was an 
end of it ; for I would accept no invitations, 
though Jaquetta looked at me wistfully. And 
thus I daunted all but old Miss Prior. Poor 
old thing! All her pleasures had oozed down 
from our house in old times to her ; and 
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her gratitude was indomitable, and stood all 
imaginable rebuffs that courtesy permitted me. 
I believe she only pitied and loved me the 
more, and persevered in the dreadful kindness 
that has no tact. 

It did not strike me that pleasure might be 
good for Jaquetta, or that Fulk's stern silent 
sorrow might have been lightened by variety. 
Used as he had been to political life and Lon- 
don society, it was no small change to have 
merely the market for interest, the farm for 
occupation, and no society but ourselves ; no 
newspaper biit the County Chronicle once a 
week ; no new books, for Mudie did not exist 
then, even if we could have afforded it We 
had dropped out of the guinea country book 
club, and Knight's " Penny Magazine ** was our 
only fresh literature. However, Jaquetta never 
was much of a reader, and was full of business 
— queen of the poultry, and running after the 
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weakly ones half the day, supplementing George 
Sisson's very inadequate gardening — aye, and 
his wife's equally rough cooking. She found 
a receipt book, and turned out excellent dishes. 
She could not bear, she said, to see Fulk try 
to eat grease, and with an effort at conceal- 
ment, assisted by the dogs, fall back upon 
bread and cheese. 

Luckily plain work in the school-room had 
not gone out in our day, and I could make 
and mend respectably, but I had to keep a 
volume of Shakespeare, Scott, or Wordsworth 
open before me, and learn it by heart, to keep 
away thoughts, which might have been good 
for me; but no — they were working on their 
own bitterness. 

Sunday was the hardest day of all to Fulk, 
for this was the only one on which he could 
not be busy enough to tire himself out. We 
were a mile from church, and when we got to 
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the worm-eaten farm pew there was a smell, as 
Jaquey said, as if generations of farmers had 
been eating cheese there, and generations of 
mice eating after them; and she always longed 
to shut up a cat there. 

The old curate was very old, and nothing 
seemed alive but the fiddles in the gallery — 
indeed, after the "Penny Magazine " had made 
us acquainted with the Nibelung, Jaquey took 
to calling Sisson, Folker the mighty fiddler, so 
determined were his strains. 

After the great house was shut up, one ser- 
vice was dropped, and so the latter part of 
the day was spent in a visit to all the live- 
stock, Fulk laden with Alured, and Jaquetta 
with tit bits for each and all. 

She and Alured really enjoyed it, and we 
tried to think we did ! And then Fulk used 
to stride off on a long solitary walk, or else sit 
in the porch with his arms across, in a dumb 
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heavy silence, till he saw us looking at him ; 
and then he would shake himself, and go and 
find Sisson, and discuss every field and beast 
with him. 

At least we thought we should have been at 
peace here; but one afternoon, when Jaquetta 
had gone across to the village to see some 
purchase at the shop, she came back flushed 
and breathless, and said as she sat down by me, 
"Oh! Ursie, Ursie, I met Miss Prior; and she 
has bought Spinney Lawn." 

She was Hester ; it had never meant anyone 
else amongst us when it was said in that 
voice. Fulk, when we told him, had, it ap- 
peared, known it for some days past. All he 
said was, **Well! she has every right." 

And when I exclaimed, "Just like a harpy, 
come to watch our poor child!" he said, 
" Nonsense." 

But I knew I was right, and sat brooding — 
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till presently he said, "Put that out of your 
head, Ursula, or you will not be able to 
behave properly to her." 

" I don*t see any good in behaving properly 
to her," said Jaquetta. "What business has 
she to come here?" 

"I do not choose to regale the neighbour- 
hood with our family jars" — said Fulk^ 
quietly. 

And then — such a ridiculous child as 

Jaquetta was — she burst out laughing, and 

cried, "What a feast they would be! Pre- 

. served crabs, I suppose ;" and she brought a 

tiny curl into the corner of his mouth. 

My pride was up, and I remember I 
answered, "You are right, Fulk. No one 
shall say we are jealous, or shrink from the 
sight of her!" 

"When Smith told me that he had no idea 
who was the bidder, or he would not have 
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suffered it," said Fulk, « I told him I could 
have no possible objection!" 

And so we endured it in our pride and our 
dignity. 

Lady Hester Lea was the heroine of the 
neighbourhood. The romance of the disowned 
daughter was charming ; and I was far too dis- 
agreeable to excite any counterbalancing pity. 
She was handsome, and everybody raved about 
her likeness to poor papa and the family por- 
traits; and her Montreal convent had given her 
manners quite distinct from English vulgarity; 
or, maybe, her blood told on her bearing, for 
she was immensely admired for her demeanour, 
quite as much as for her beauty. 

Old Miss Prior — whom no coldness on my 
part could check in her assiduous kindness, and 
nothing would hinder from affectionately telling 
us whatever we did not want to hear — ^kept 
us constantly informed of the new comer's 
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triumphs. Especially she would dwell upon the 
sensation that Lady Hester produced, and all 
that the gentlemen said of her. Her name 
stood as lady patroness to all the balls and 
fancy fairs, and archery, that Shinglebay pro- 
duced ; and there was no going to shop there 
without her barouche coming clattering down 
the street with the two prancing greys, and 
poor little Trevor inside, with a looped-up 
hat and ostrich feather exactly like Alured's ; 
for by some intention she always dressed him 
in the exact likeness of his little uncle's. I 
used to think Miss Prior told her, and sedu- 
lously prevented her ever seeing his lordship 
out of his brown holland pinafores, but the 
same rule still held good. 

What tender enquiries poor Miss Prior used 
to make after "the dear little lord," as she called 
him. My asseverations of his health and intel- 
ligence generally eliciting that it was current 
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among Lady Hester's friends that he could 
neither stand nor speak, and was so imbecile 
that it was a mercy that he could not live to 
be eight years old. 

Of course that was what Hester was waiting 
for. And no small pleasure was it when Alured 
would come pattering in with a shout of " Ursa, 
Ursa," and as soon as he saw a lady, would 
stop, and pull off his hat from his chesnut 
curls like the little gentleman he always 
was. 

Spinney Lawn was bought before Joel Lea 
came to England. If he had seen where it 
was I doubt whether he would have consented 
to the purchase ; but Perrault managed it all, 
and then, with what he had made out of the 
case, bought himself a share in Meakin's office 
at Shinglebay, and constituted himself Lady 
Hester's legal adviser. 

Mr. Lea, after vainly trying to get his wife 
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to return to Sault St. Pierre, thought it wrong 
to be apart from her and his son, and came to 
England. 

Fulk went at once to call on him, expecting 
to be disgusted with Yankeeisms; but came 
home, saying he had found a more unlucky- 
man than himself I 

Fancy a great, big, plain, hard-working 
back-woodsman, bred only to the axe and 
rifle, with illimitable forests to range in, happy 
in toil and homely plenty, and a little king 
to himself, set down in an English villa, with 
a trim garden and paddock, and servants every- 
where to deprive him of the very semblance 
to occupation! 

Poor man! he had not even the alleviation 
of being proud of it, and trying to live up to 
it. Puritan to the bone of his broad back, he 
thought everything as wicked as it was weari- 
some and foolish ; and lived like Faithful in 
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^* Vanity Fair," solely enduring it for the sake 
of his wife and son. I sujqjose he could not 
have carried her off, or altered her course 
without the strong hand; for she was a deter- 
mined woman, all the more resolute because 
she acted for her child. 

He was a staunch Dissenter, and would not 
go to church with Lady Hester, who did so as 
a needful part of the belonging of her station, 
or, perhaps, to watch over us, but trudged two 
miles every Sunday to the meeting-house at 
Shinglebay, where he was a great light, and 
spent all that she allowed him on the minister 
and the Sunday school. 

As to society, he abhorred it on principle, 
and kept out of the way when his wife gave 
her parties. If she had an old affection for 
him in the depths of her heart, it was swal- 
lowed up in vexation and provocation; and 
no wonder, for the verdict of society, as Miss 
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Prior reported it, was — "How sad that such 
a woman as Lady Hester should have been 
thrown away on a mere common man — not a 
bit better than a labourer." 

I detested him like all the rest ; but Fulk 
declared he was sublime in passive endurance, 
and used to make opportunities of consulting 
him about cattle or farming, just to interest 
him. 

Fulk and the dissenting minister were the 
only friends the poor man had, and the latter 
Hester would not let into her house. As to 
Perrault, he loathed and shrank from him as 
the real destroyer of all his peace, and still 
the most dangerous influence about his wife. 
He never said so, but we felt it 

I think the poor man's happiest hours were 
spent here; and, now and then in a press of 
work, or to show how a thing ought to be 
done, he put his own hand to axe, lever, or 
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hay-fork, and toiled with that cruelly-wasted 
alert strength. 

Fulk always says there never was anyone 
who taught him so much as Joel Lea, and he 
means deeper things than farming. 

Sometimes Mr. Lea brought his little boy, 
I was vexed at first ; but Alured, who had 
hardly spoken to a child before, was in 
ecstasies, as if a new existence had cottie 
upon him ; and Trevor Lea was really a very 
nice little boy. He was only half a year the 
elder ; and they were so much alike that 
strangers did not know them apart, dressed 
alike, as they were; or they were taken for 
twins, and it made people laugh to find they 
were uncle and nephew. 

And I must allow the nephew was the best 

behaved, though it made me savage to hear 

Fulk say so. 

But our Ally's was not real naughtiness — 

I 
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only the consequence of our not being abfe to 
keep up discipline, while we lived in dread of 
that seventh year that might rob us of our 
darling — ^always sweet and loving. 
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CHAPTER V. 

SPINNEY LAWN. 

A CHANGE or two begfan to creep into our 
life. One afternoon, as Jaquetta, in her pretty 
pink gingham and white apron, with her black 
hair in the Grecian coil we used to wear when 
our heads were allowed to be of their own 
proper size, was gathering crimson apples from 
the quarrendon tree close to the river, a voice 
came over the water — 

** Oh, my good girl, if you would but stand 
so a minute, and allow me to sketch you!*' 

Jaquetta started round and laughed. No 
doubt she was looking like an Arcadian ; but 
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-as from under the trees I saw two gentle- 
5n on the other side of the little stream, 
d jumped up to come to her defence — I 
ist have looked more like a displeased if 
t draggle-tailed duchess, for there was an 
mediate disconcerted begging of our pardons, 
d a hasty departure. 

Jaquetta made a very funny account of my 
ring forward in awful dignity, so horribly 
ironted at her being called a good girl! 
d she made Fulk laugh heartily. The gloom 
1 seem to be lightening on him now. 
Walking tourists, w^e supposed, though one 
\ thought was a clergyman ; and on Sunday 
\ saw him in the desk and the draughtsman 
the parsonage pew ; and we discovered 
it these were the proposed new curate, Mr. 
adock, and his younger brother. Our rector 
is a canon who had bad health and never 
me near us, and the poor old curate was 
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past work, and, indeed, died a week or two 
after he had given up. 

I saw that younger brother colour up to the 
roots of his bright hair as Jaquetta walked up 
the aisle, in her drawn black silk bonnet with 
the pink lining (made by herself) ; and I think 
she coloured too, for she was rosier than usual 
when we faced round in the comers of our pew. 

We saw no more of them for a month, and 
a dainty, bridal-looking little lady appeared in 
the parsonage seat, with white ribbons in her 
straw bonnet, and modest little orange flowers 
in the frill round her pleasant face. 

Mrs. Cradock she was, we heard ; and not 
only Miss Prior, but Fulk, wanted us to call 
on her. 

" What's the use ?" said I. " Farmers' families 
are not on visiting terms with the ladies of the 
parsonage." 

Poor Jaquey uttered an "Oh dear!" but she 
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and Fulk knew I was past moving in that 
mood. . . 

However, one morning in the next week, in 
walked Fulk into the keeping-room, and the 
clergyman with him, and found Jaquey aoid 
me standing at the long table under the 
window, peeling and cutting up apples for 
apple-cheese. 

** Mr. Cradock, my sister," he said, just in 
the old tone when he brought a friend into 
our St. James's-street drawing-room ; and he 
hardly gave time for the shaking of hands 
before he had returned to the discussion about 
the change of ministry, just with the voice and 
animation I had not seen for two whole years. 

We went on with our apples. For one thing, 
we were not wanted ; for another, there was no 
fire in the little parlour, and the gentlemen 
both seemed to be enjoying the bright one 
that was burning on the hearth. 
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The only difficulty was that dinner time 
began to approach. The men could not be 
kept waiting; and I heard Alured awake 
from his sleep, pattering about and shouting; 
and as we began to gather up our apples one 
of the maids peeped in with a table-cloth over 
her arm. 

Mr. Cradock saw, though Fulk did not, 
and said his wife would expect him; and 
then he looked most pleasantly to me, 
and said he was not at all wanted at 
home, while his wife was luxuriating in a 
settlement of furniture ; but this was, he 
was assured, the last day of confusion, and 
to-morrow she would be quite ready for 
all who would be so good as to call on 
her. 

I could only say I would do myself the plea* 
sure; and then he still waited a moment to 
say that his brother Arthur could not recover 
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from his dismay at his greeting to Miss 
Torwooi 

"But," he said, "the boy's head was quite 
turned by the beauty of the country. He had 
been raving all day about the new poet, 
Alfred Tennyson, and I believe he thought 
he had walked into lotus-land." 

"Nearer the dragon of the Hesperides, per- 
haps," said Fulk, laughing. "Is he with you 
uow?" 

"No; he has gone back to Oxford. He is 
in his second year; and whether he takes to 
medicine or to art is to be settled by com- 
mon-sense or genius." 

" Oh, but if he has genius ?" began Jaquetta 
eagerly. 

"That's the question," said Mr. Cradock, 
laughing. "But I am hindering you shame- 
fully;" and with that he took his leave, having 
quite demolished our barriers. 
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And his wife was of the same nature — simple, 
blithe, and bonny — ready to make friends in a 
moment ; and though she must have known all 
about us, never seeming to remember any- 
thing but that we were her nearest lady 
neighbours. 

Jaquetta, whose young friendships had been 
broken short off, because the poor girls really 
did not know how to correspond with her 
under present circumstances, took to Mrs. 
Cradock with eager enthusiasm, and tripped 
across the park to her two or three times a 
week, and became delightedly interested in all 
her doings, parochial or otherwise. 

Dear Jaquey's happy nature had always been 
content ; but when I saw how exceedingly she 
enjoyed the variety, liveliness, and occupations 
brought by the Cradocks, I felt that it had 
been scarcely kind to seclude her to gratify 
my own sole pride; but then there had been 
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nobody like the Cradocks — to drop or be 
dropped. 

The refreshment to Fulk was even greater. 
The having a man to converse with, and break 
his mind against, one who would argue, and 
who really cared for the true principles of poli- 
tics, made an immense difference to him. When 
after tea he said he would walk to the parson- 
age to see how the debate had gone, and we 
knew we should not see him till half-past ten, 
we could not but be glad; it must have been 
so much pleasanter than playing at chess, 
listening to our old music, or reading even the 
new books they lent us. 

He brightened greatly that winter, and I 
ceased to fear that he was getting a farmer's 
slouch. He looked as stately and beautiful as 
ever Lord Torwood had done, and the dejec- 
tion had gone out of his face and bearing, 
when suddenly it returned again ; and as 
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Miss Prior was away from home, I never 
found out the cause till one day, as I was 
shopping at Shinglebay, and was telling the 
linendraper that Mr. Torwood would call for 
the parcel, I saw the lady at the other counter 
start and turn round, as if at a sudden shock. 

Then I saw the white doe eyes, full of the 
old pleading expression, and the lips quivering 
wistfully, but I only said to myself, " The old 
arts! That is what has overthrown Fulk 
again;" and away I went with a rigid bow, 
and said nothing. 

There was no exchange of calls. That 
was not my fault, for we could not have 
begun ; and we heard that Mrs. Deerhurst 
said, "The Torwoods had shown very good 
taste in retiring from all society, poor things. 
Only it was a great mistake to remain in 
the neighbourhood — so awkward for every- 
body!" 
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Mrs. Cradock was much struck with Emily's 
sweet looks; but I beh'eve that Jaquetta told 
her all about it, and we never met the Deer-, 
hursts there. 

In fact they were not intimate, for there 
must have been a repulsion between Mrs. 
Deerhurst and such a woman as Mary Cra- 
dock. 

The Deerhursts owned a villa on the out- 
skirts of Shinglebay ; indeed, I believe it 
was the difficulty in letting it that had un- 
willingly forced Mrs. Deerhurst home, after 
having married her second daughter, but not 
Emily. She was only a mile and a half 
from Spinney Lawn, and speedily became 
familiar there, being as entirely Hester's 
counsellor in etiquette as was Perrault on 
business. People saw a marked improve- 
ment in elegance from the time she became 
adviser. 
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That next winter poor Joel Lea died. I sup- 
pose it was merely the dulness and want of 
exercise that killed him, for he had lost flesh 
and grown languid in manner for months 
before a low fever set in, and he had no 
power to struggle with it 

He had been ill a long time, when he 
sent a message to beg Mr. Torwood to . 
come and see him. Jaquetta and I per- 
suaded ourselves that he had discovered 
that Perrault had suborned witnesses, or 
done something that would falsify the v/hole 
trial. 

Jaquetta said she should be very glad for 
Fulk, and if it happened now little Alured 
would never feel it ; but for her own part, she 
should hate to go back to be my lady again. 
She had never known before what happiness 
was. 

I could not help laughing. Nobody had ever 
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detected anything amiss with Lady Jaquetta 
Trevor's spirits, but that they were too high 
at times. 

"Of course I don't mean that I was miser- 
able!" she said; '*^but there^s something now 
that does make everything so delicious." 

"Could you not take that something to the 
park?" I asked, laughing. 

"I don't know! It would not be so bad 
if I could run in and out at the parsonage as 
I do now." 

And as I smiled, it smote me as I recollected 
that Arthur Cradock was always at the par- 
sonage in the vacations. Jaquetta had been 
sketched many a time as nymph of the 
orchard, and many a nymph besides. And 
if he was yielding to his brother's wisdom in 
making medicine his study and art his pleasure, 
was not our unconscious maiden the sugar that 
sweetened the cup of prudence? Might not 
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elevation be as sore a trial to her as de- 
pression had been to us? 

However, our troubling ourselves was all 
nonsense. Good Joel Lea would never have 
connived at any evil doings. All he had 
wanted of Fulk was to be certain of his for- 
giveness for the injury he had suffered through 
his wife, and to entreat him to keep a watch 
over her and the boy. 

"You are her brother, when all is come and 
gone," he said ; " and I do not trust that 
Perrault. If ever he fails her, or turns against 
her, you'll stand her friend, and look to the 
boy?" 

Fulk heartily promised, and Joel further 
begged him to write to her eldest brother, 
Francis Dayman ^who was prospering im- 
mensely In the timber trade), and let him 
know the state of things — though he had been 
so angered at Hester's sacrifice of his mother's 
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good name and his own birth, that he had 
broken with her entirely. 

" But if anyone can get her out of 
Perrault's hands, it is Francis," poor Joel 
said; and he went on to talk of his poor 
boy, about whom he was very anxious, 
having no trust in any of Hester's intimates, 
and begging Fulk to throw a good word to 
him now and then. 

"He thinks much of you," he said. "I 
heard him tell Miss Deerhurst that it was no 
use for anyone to try to be such an out-and- 
out gentleman as his uncle, for they couldn't do 
it. and he had rather be like you than anyone 
else. I don't care. for gentlemen, and all that 
foolery, as you know. I wish I could leave 
him to my old mate, Eli Potter; but you 
are true and honest, Fulk Torwood, and I 
think not so far from the kingdom " 

Then he asked Fulk to read a chapter to 
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him. No one else would do so, except little 
Trevor^ when now and then left alone with him ; 
but Hester would not believe him seriously ill, 
and thought the Bible wearied him and made 
him low spirited; and as to his friend the 
Dissenter, she would never admit him. 

Fulk was so indignant that he wanted to 
drive to Shinglebay and fetch Mr. Ball, .but 
Lea thanked him and half smiled at his super- 
stition of thinking that a minister was needed 
to speed his soul ; but he was pleased that 
Fulk. came to him on each of the four or five 
remaining days of his life, and read to him 
whatever he wished. 

He sank suddenly at last, while Hester was 
at church on Sunday morning, and died when 
alone with Fulk. 

Somehow the intense reality of that man 
and the true comfort his faith was to him 
made an immense impression on my brother, 
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and seemed, as it were, to give the communf- 
cation between his religious belief and his 
feelings, which had somehow not been in force 
before.. He thought and borrowed books from 
Mr. Cradock, and there came a deepening and 
softening over him, which one saw in many- 
ways, that made him dearer than ever. He 
looked more at peace, even though one felt 
that each passing sight of Emily was a 
sting. 

Hester was dreadfully stricken down at first, 
and her anguish of lamentation and self-re- 
proach was terrible to witness ; but she would 
not hear of Fulk's fetching either of us — in- 
deed, I fancy that was the fault of my dry,, 
cold looks — nor would she allow him to do 
anything for her. 

Mrs. Deerhurst came to be with her, and 
Perrault managed everything. 

They had a magnificent funeral — much grander 
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than my father's — ^and laid him in the family 
vault. 

Perrault took the opportunity of insulting 
Fulk by pairing him with old Hall, the ex- 
agent; but Hall found it out in time, and 
refused to go, and when the moment came 
everybody fell back, and Fulk found himself 
close to poor little Trevor, who tried to get 
his hand out of Perrault's and cling to him ; 
but Perrault held him tight till, at the mo- 
ment when they moved to the mouth of the 
vault and were to go down the steps, terror 
completely seized the poor child, and he began 
to shriek so fearfully that Fulk had to snatch 
him up and carry him out of the church, 
trembling from head to foot 

It was very cruel to send a sensitive child 
(rf six years old in that way; but Hester 
was too much exhausted with her violent 
grief to go herself, and, devoted mother as 
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she was in all else, she never perceived 
that poor child's instinctive shrinking from 
Perrault. 

We tried to be kind to her, and hoped she 
would soften towards us; but she did not. I 
could see her eyes glitter with their keen, 
searching glance under her crape veil, as if 
she were measuring Alured all over when the 
child walked into church with me ; and, indeed, 
when he went to the Zoological Gardens some 
time later, and saw the cobra di capello, he 
said — 

" Ursa, why does that snake look at lyie just 
like Lady Hester ?" 

There must have been fascination in the eager 
mystery of the gaze, for, strangely enough, he 
was not afraid of her. She always made much 
of him if he came in her way, and he was so 
fond of Trevor Lea that nothing made him so 
eager or happy as the thought of seeing him. 
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The one idea that her boy was ousted by 
Alured, and the longing to see him the heir, 
seemed to drive out everything else from 
Hester — almost feeling for her husband. 

Fulk had written to Francis Dayman, and 
he intended to come and see after his sister 
as soon as he could leave his business; but 
this rather precipitated matters. Hester was 
persuaded that Alured could not live through 
that eighth year of his life at the utmost, and 
Perrault somehow persuaded her, that only as 
her husband could he protect her interests 
and Trevor's, though what machinations she 
could have expected from us, I cannot guess ; 
or how, in the case of a minor, we could 
have interfered with her rights. But the man 
had gained such an ascendancy over her, that 
she did not even perceive that the connection 
was not good for that great object of her's, 
her son's position in society. In fact, he 
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persuaded her that he was of a noble old 
French family, and ought to be a count. How 
we laughed when we heard of it ! She did 
preserve wisdom enough to insist upon having 
her fortune conveyed to trustees for her son, 
so that Perrault could only touch the income, 
and not the principal ; and as she told everyone 
that he had been determined upon this being 
done, I suppose he saw that any demur would 
excite her suspicion. 

They went to London, and were married 
there, while we were still scouting poor Miss 
Prior's rumours. We were very sorry when we 
thought of poor Joel's charge; and^ besides, 
*the count" had an uncomfortable slippery 
look about him. I can't describe it otherwise. 
He was a slim, trim, well-dressed man, only 
given to elaborate jewellery and waistcoats, 
with polished black hair and boots, and keen 
French-looking eyes, well-mannered, and so 
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versatile and polite, that he soon overcame 
people's prejudices; and he was thought to 
make a much better master of the house than 
poor Joel had ever done. 
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CHAPTER VL 

THE WHITE doe's WARNING. 

Here was Alured's eighth birthday, and 
he had never been ill at all, but was as fine- 
looking healthy a boy as could be seen. 

We took him to London, and showed him 
to Dr. Hart, and he said that the old tendency 
was entirely outgrown, and that Lord Trevor- 
sham was as likely to live and thrive as any 
child of his age in England. 

It really seemed the beginning of a new 
life, not to have that dreadful fear hanging 
over us any longer! We felt settled, that 
was one thing ; not as if we should do as 
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Bertram expected, have to come off to New 
Zealand. 

The farm had just began to pay. Fulk's 
sales of cattle had been, for the first time, 
more than enough to clear his rent. He had 
a great ox in the Smithfield Cattle Show, and 
met our Lupton uncles there not as an un- 
successful man. 

And I ? I had a dim feeling that Alured 
would soon cease to need me, and Jaquetta 
would not be claimed for a long time ; and 
if 

But in the midst of that if I saw a haggard 
face driving in the park by the side of a little, 
over-dressed, faded woman. 

And Aunt Amelia told me how (in the re- 
bound from my harshness, no doubt) Mr. 
Decies had, as it were, dropped into the 
hands of a weak, extravagant girl, who had 
long been using all the intellect she had to 
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attract him, and now led him a dreary life 
of perpetual dissipation. 

V I don't know how much I had been to 
blame. I am sure he was meant for better 
things. Mine could never have been real love 
for him, and the refusal could not have been 
wrong. It must have been the pride and 
harshness that stung him ! 

I was very sorry for him, though I could not 
think about it, of course, still less speak ; but 
that was the beginning of my hating myself, 
and I have hated myself more and more ever 
since I have taken to write all this down, and 
seen how hard and foolish I was, how very 
much the worst of the three. 

Even my care for Alured sprang out of ex- 
clusive passion, and so, though I do think that 
by Heaven's mercy I had a great share in 
cherishing him into strength and health, I had 
managed him badly, I had indulged him over 
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much, and was improperly resentful of any 
attempt of Jaquetta, or even of Fulk, to inter- 
fere with him or restrain him. 

Thus, when the anxiety was over, and he 
was a strong boy, full of health and activity, 
his will was entirely unrestrained, he had no 
notion of minding any of us, still less of 
learning. Trevor Lea could read, write, talk 
French, say a few Latin declensions, when 
Alured could not read a word of three letters, 
and would not try to learn. 

Oh! the antics he played when I tried to 
teach him ! Then Fulk tried, and he was tame 
for three days, but then came idleness, wilful- 
ness, anger, punishment, but he laughed to 
scorn all that we could find in our hearts to 
do to him. 

As to getting other help we were ashamed 
till he should be a little less shamefully back- 
ward. The Cradocks offered to teach him. 
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but then, unless he was elaborately put on 
honour, he played truant 

He had plenty of honour, plenty of affec- 
tion, but not the smallest conscience as to 
obedience ; and Fulk would not have the other 
two motives worked too hard, saying the one 
might break, the other give way. 

We had not taught obedience, so we had to 
take the consequences, and we were the less 
able to enforce it that he had come to a 
knowledge of our mutual relations much sooner 
than we intended, and in the worst manner 
possible. 

Of course he knew himself to be Lord 
Trevorsham, and owner of the property; but 
one day, when Fulk found him galloping his 
pony in the field laid up for hay, and ordered 
him out, he retorted that " You ain't my proper 
brother, and you haven't any rights over me! 
It is my field, and I shall do as I like." 
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Fulk got hold of the pony*s bridle, and took 
Alured by the shoulder without one word, then 
took him into the little study, and had it out 
with him. 

It was Hester who had told him. He had 
been at Spinney Lawn with Trevor all one 
afternoon, when we had thought him out with 
old Sisson. He had told no falsehood indeed, 
but Hester and her husband had made him 
understand, so far as such a child could do^ 
that there was some disgrace connected with 
us ; that Fulk had once been in his place, and 
only wanted to get it back, and now had it 
all his own way with his young lordship's 
property, and that he owed us neither duty 
nor affection, only to his true relative. Lady 
Hester Perrault. 

The dear boy had maintained stoutly that 
he did love Ursula and Jacquey, and that 
Hester wasn't half so nice, and that he had 
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rather they bullied him than that she coaxed 
him ! "But there was the poison sown — ^to 
rankle and grow and burst out when he wbs 
opposed. He had full faith and trust in Fulk, 
and accepted his history, owning, indeed, from 
a boy, that he had been a horrid little wretch 
for saying what he did, and asking whether it 
had not been a great bore ; indeed, he be- 
haved all the better instead of the worse for 
some little time, dear fellow. 

But he was too big and strong to tie to 
one's apron-string, and his greatest pleasure 
was in being with Trevor. I think Trevor's 
own influence never did any harm. Poor Joel 
Lea had trained him well, and he was a con- 
scientious, good boy, who often hindered Alured 
from insubordination ; but the attraction to 
Spinney Lawn was a mischievous thing — for 
there was no doubt that the heads of the family 
would set him against us if they could. 
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So Fulk thought it wiser to send him to 
school, since he was learning nothing properly 
at home, and only getting more disobedient 
and unruly. 

Immediately Trevor Lea was sent to the 
same school, to the boys* great delight. They 
cared little that Trevor was placed nearly 
at the top and Trevorsham at the bottom 
of the little preparatory school. They held 
together just as much, and Alured came 
home wonderfully improved and delightfully 
good, but more than ever inseparable from 
Trevor. 

In the meantime Francis Dayman had come 
to pay his sister a visit. He had made some 
fortunate speculations, and had come on to be 
a merchant of considerable wealth and weight 
in the Hudson's Bay Company. 

A handsome man of a good deal of strength 
and force he seemed to be, and Perrault had 
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certainly been wise in securing his prize before 
Hester had such a guardian. 

He was an open, straight-forward man, with 
a fresh breath of the forest about him; suc- 
cessful beyond all his hopes, and full of activity. 
He took to Fulk, and seemed to have a strong 
fellow-feeling for us. 

But little had Fulk expected to be made 
the confidant of his vehement admiration for 
Emily Deerhurst. The gentle lady-like girl 
impressed the backwoodsman in a wondrous 
manner. It seemed to him, as if his wealth 
would have real value, if he could pour it all 
out on her. 

And her mother encouraged him. Emily 
was six years older than when she had cast 
off Fulk, and there was a pale changed look 
about her ; and the rich Canadian, who could 
buy a baronetcy, and do anything she asked, 
tempted Mrs. Deerhurst. 
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Though, as Fulk said bitterly, if the stain 
on his birth was all the cause of the utter 
withdrawal, was it not the same with Francis 
Dayman? Only in his case it was gilded! 

Da3niian knew nothing of this former affair. 
The world was forgetting it, and if Hester 
knew it, she kept it from his knowledge, so he 
used to consult Fulk as to what was to be 
done to please an English lady, and whether 
he was too rough for her ; and Fulk stood 
it alL He even knew when the young lady 
herself was brought forward — and refused, 
gently, sadly, courteously, but unmistakably ; 
and then, when driven hard by the eager 
wooing, owned to an old attachment^ that 
never would permit her to marry! 

What a light there was in Fulk's eyes when 
he whispered that into my ears! And yet 
he had kept his counsel, even though Mr. 
Dayman told him that the mother declared 
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5t to be a foolish romantic afTair of very early 
girlhood, that no doubt his perseverance would 
overthrow. 

^ And her persecution !" muttered poor Fulk. 
But he did enjoy the confidences in a bitter- 
sweet fashion. It was justifiable to be a dog 
in the manger under the ^circumstances. 

Mr. Dayman went to London, and Hester 
was negociating about a house where Mrs. 
Deerhurst and her daughters were to stay 
with her for a few weeks. I fancy Mrs. Deer- 
hurst thought that the chance of seeing 
Farmer Torwood ride by to market had a 
bad effect It was the Easter holidays, and 
both boys were at home ; always trying to be 
together, and we not finding it easy to keep 
Alured from Spinney Lawn, without such flat 
refusals as would have given his sister legiti- 
mate cause of compladnt and offence. 

One beautiful spring afternoon, when Alured, 
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to my vexation and vague uneasiness, had 
gone over there, I was sowing annuals in the 
garden and watching for him at the same 
time, when, to my surprise, I saw, coming 
over the fields from the park, a lady with a 
quick, timid, yet wearied step. Had she lost 
her way, I thought ? There was something 
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**You know there's a dreadful scarlet fever 
at old Brown's." 

"The old man that sells curiosities? No, I 
did not know it ; I'll keep Trevorsham away,** 
I said, wondering she had come all this way ; 
and then asking in a fright, "Surely he has 
not been there ?" 

"No; I met him on the road with Lady 
Hester Perrault, and I told them. I walked 
back to Spinney Lawn with them. But,'* as 
I began to thank her, and her voice went lower 
still, "but — oh, Ursula, Lady Hester knew it!" 

"Knew it!" 

"Yes, knew it quite well." 

"She was doing it on purpose!" 

" Oh," Emily hid her face in her hands, " I 
pray God to forgive me if I am doing a very 
cruel wicked wrong; but I can't help thinking 
it. I had told her only yesterday how bad 
the fever was in that street. She said she had 
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forgotten it, and thanked me ; but she had not 
her own boy, Trevor, with her. 

I was too much frozen with the horror of 
the thing to speak at first, and perhaps Emily 
thought I did not quite believe her, for she 
said, under her breath, "And IVe heard her 
talk — talk to mamma — about her being so 
certain that Lord Trevorsham could not live, 
even when, he was past seven years old. They 
always have said that the first illness would 
go to his head and carry him off. And when 

people do wish things very much ^ And 

then she grew frightened at herself, and began 
blaming herself for the horrible fancy, but 
saying it haunted her every time she saw 
Lord Trevorsham in Lady Hester's sight. 
That old ballad, ^The wee grovelling doo," 
would come into her head, and she had felt 
as if any harm, happened to the child it 
would be her fault for not having spoken a 
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word of warning, and this had determined 
her. 

By this time I had taken it in, and then the 
first thing I did was to spring up and ask how 
she could leave the boy still in the woman's 
power, to which she answered that she had 
walked them back to spinney Lawn — ^a whole 
mile — and that Lady Hester could not set 
forth again, now that Alured had heard the 
conversation. 

He had been bent on going to buy a tame 
sea-gull there, as a birthday present for Trevor ; 
and Emily had lured him off from that, by a 
promise of getting one from an old fisherman 
whom she knew. So there was not much fear 
of his running back into the danger, though 
I should not have a happy moment till he 
was in my sight again. 

Then Emily sprang up, saying, she must 
go. She had walked four miles, and she 
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must get back as fast as she could. Most 
likely mamma would think her at Spinney- 
Lawn. 

But what must not it have cost that timid 
thing to venture here with her warning! 

It gave me a double sense of the reality 
of my boy's peril, that she had been excited 
to it, and she would not hear of coming in to 
rest; and when I entreated her to wait till 
I could get the gig to drive her part of the 
way, she held me fast, and insisted, with all 
the terror of womanly shamefacedness, that, 
"he — that Tor — that Mr. Torwood — should 
not know.** And she sprang up to go home 
instantly, before he could guess. 

"Oh, Emily, that is too bad, when nothing 
would make him so glad." 

" Oh ! no, no ! he has been used too ill ; 
he can't care for me now, and as if I 
should '' 
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I don't think poor Emily uttered anything 
half so coherent as this, at any rate I under- 
stood that she disclaimed the least possibility 
of his affection continuing, and felt it ah out- 
rage on herself to be where she could even 
suppose herself to have voluntarily put herself 
in his way. 

I thought there was nothing for it but 
to let her start, hurry after her with some 
vehicle, and then call and bring home my 
boy; but in the midst of my perplexity 
4 and her struggle with her tears, who should 
appear on the scene but Fulk himself, driving 
home the spring cart wherein, everybody 
being busy, he had conveyed a pig to a new 
home. 

I don't know how it was all done or said. 
My first notion was that he should be warned 
of our dear bo/s danger, and rescue him before 
anything else. I could not get into my head 
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that there was no present reason for dread^ 
and yet when I had gasped out "Oh, Fulk — 
Alured — Fetch him home! Emily came to 
warn us!" the accusation began to seem so 
monstrous and horrible that I could not go 
on with it before Emily. She too, perhaps, 
found it harder to utter to a man than to a 
woman, and between the strangeness of speak- 
ing to one another again, and her shyness and 
his wonder and delight, it seemed to me un- 
reasonable that poor little Alured's danger 
was counting for nothing between them, and 
I turned from the former reticence to the be- 
reaved tigress style, and burst out, "And are 
we to stand talking here while our boy is in 
these people's power?** 

Then Fulk did listen to what it was all 
about; but even then it seemed to me he 
would not think half so much of the peril as 
of what Emily had done. In truth, I believe 
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all they both wanted was to get out of my 
way; but they pacified me by Fulk's under- 
taking, if Emily did not object to the cart, 
to drive her across the park where no one 
would meet her, and she could get out only 
a mile from home, and to call at Spinney 
Lawn in returning by the road and take up 
Alured. 

What a drive that must have been ! Fulk 
had the advantage over Emily in knowing 
what poor Mr. Dayman had told him, whereas 
she, poor child, only knew that he had been so 
vilely served that she thought his affection and 
esteem had been entirely killed 

They had it all out in that tax cart, a 
vehicle Fulk now regards as a heavenly chariot^ 
and I heard it all afterwards. 

Poor Emily! she had grown a great deal 
older in those six years. At eighteen she had 
implicitly believed in her mother. Mrs. Deer- 
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hurst had been so good all those years of 
striving not to frighten my father, that she had 
been perfection in her daughter's eyes. Emily 
had believed with all her hestrt in her apparent 
disinterestedness, and her hopes and sympathy 
for us were real ; and so, when the crash really 
came, and she told the poor girl with floods 
of tears that it was impossible, and a thing not 
to be thought of, for a right-minded woman to 
unite herself to a man of such birth. And 
poor Emily, with the conscious ignorance of 
eighteen, believed, and was the sort of gentle 
creature who could easily be daunted by the 
terror that her generous impulses to share the 
shame and namelessness were unfeminine and 
wrong. The utter silence had been the con- 
sequence of her mother assuring her, with 
authority, that the true kindness was to betray 
no token of feeling that could cherish hope 
where all was hopeless, and that he would 
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regret her less if she commanded herself and 
gave him no look. 

It had been terrible, calm self-command, 
and obedience to abused filial confidence in 
her mother's infallibility. 

And then Mrs. Deerhurst had been sinking 
ever since in her daughter's esteem, as Emily- 
could not but rise higher from the conscientious 
struggle and self-denying submission, and be- 
sides grew older and had more experience; 
while Mrs. Deerhurst, no doubt, deteriorated 
in the foreign wandering life, and all her 
motives made themselves evident when she 
married the younger daughter. 

Emily had thought for herself, and seen 
that advantage had been taken of her inno- 
cence, and that her betrothed had rights, 
which, if she had been older, she iVould not 
have been persuaded to ignore. But coming 
home, two years later, and meeting my cold 
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^yes and Fulk's ceremonious bow, and hearing 
on. all parts that he had accepted his position 
and had a hard struggle to maintain his two 
sisters ; she, knowing herself to be portion- 
less, could but suffer and be still. 

Of course every attempt of her mother's to 
get her to marry advantageously, and, even 
more, Mrs. Deerhurst's devotion to Lady 
Hester, tore away more and more of the veil 
she had tried to keep over her ^y^ ; and as 
her youngest sister grew up into bloom, and 
into the wish for society, Emily had been 
allowed more and more to go her own quiet 
way in the religious and charitable life erf 
Shinglebay, where she had peace, if not joy. 

And then came the Dayman affair, when 
all the old persecution revived again, and 
Emily's foremost defence against him, her 
blushing objection to his birth, was set aside 
as a mere prudish fancy of a young girl. 
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The gentle Emily had been irate then, and 
all the more when her mother tried to cover 
her inconsistency by alleging that everybody 
knew of Lord Torwood's fall, whereas no one 
knew or cared who Francis Dayman was, or 
where he came from. Henceforth Emily's 
shame at the usage of Fulk had been double 
— or rather it turned into indignation. Re- 
ports that he was to marry a rich grazier's 
daughter had no effect in turning her in 
pique to Dayman. She had firmly told 
her mother that if it were wrong for her 
to take the one, it must be equally so to take 
the other. 

This Mrs. Deerhurst had concealed from 
poor Mr. Dayman ; nor would Emily's modesty 
allow her to utter the objection to the man's 
own face. So Mrs. Deerhurst encouraged him, 
and trusted to London reports of the grazier's 
daughter, and persevering appeals to that filial 
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sense of duty which had been strained so 
much too far. 

And now, how did it stand ? 

When I, secure in knowing that Alured was 
safe at home, thinking it abominable nonsense 
in Miss Deerhurst to have bothered about 
scarlet fever, Hester herself had said so. When 
I could hear Fulk's happiness, and try to 
analyse it, what did it amount to? 

Why, that they knew they loved one another 
still, and never meant to cease. And with 
what hopes? Alas! the hopes were all for 
some time or other. Emily would do nothing 
in flat disobedience, and there was little or no 
hope of her mother's consent to her marrying 
Farmer Torwood. She meant to tell her 
mother thus much, that she had seen him, and 
that they loved each other as much as ever; 
and as Mrs. Deerhurst had waived the objec- 
tion to Dayman, it could not hold in the other 
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case. It would be, in fact, a tacit compact — 
scarcely an engagement — with what amount of 
meeting or correspondence must be left for 
duty and principle to decide, but the love that 
had existed without aliment for six years might 
trust now. And "hap what hap," there never 
was a happier man than .my Fulk that evening. 
He was too joyous not to be universally charit- 
able. Nay, he called it a blessed fancy of 
Emily's that brought her here, as it was 
Emily's, and had brought him such bliss he 
could not quite scorn it, but he did not, could 
not believe in it as we did. It was culpable 
carelessness in Hester, but colonial people had 
been used to such health that they did not 
care about infection. But it was a glorious 
act of Emily's ! In fact the manly mind could 
believe nothing so horrible of any woman. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



HUNTING. 



Emily told Mr. Dayman the whole truth. Poor 
fellow ! he could not face Fulk again, and went 
back to Canada. 

No doubt Emily went through a great deal, 
but we never exactly knew what. 

Fulk wrote to Mrs. Deerhurst, stating that 
he hoped in four years' time to be able to 
purchase the farm, of which he had the lease, 
and without going into the past, asking her 
sanction to the engagement. 

She sent a cold letter in answer, to desire 
that the impertinence should not be repeated. 
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And Emily wrote that her mother would 
not hear of the engagement, and she knew 
Fulk would not wish her to deceive or dis- 
obey, "And so we must trust one another 
still ; but how sweet to do that !" 

And when any of us met her there wore- 
precious little words and looks, and Fulk 
meant to try again after the four years. In 
the meantime he was much respected, and 
had made himself a place of his own. It 
chafed Hester to perceive that though she 
had pulled us down she could not depress 
us after the first. She had lowered her 
position, too, by her marriage. At first 
Perrault was on his good behaviour, and 
made a favourable impression among the 
second-rstte Shinglebay society Hester got 
round her ; but as the hopes of the 
title coming to her diminished, he kept 
less within bounds, did not treat her 
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well at home, and took to racing and 
fjambling. 

I never could get Fulk to share my alarms 
about Alured, but he did not think Perrault's 
society fit for the boy, told Alured so, and 
forbade him to go to Spinney Lawn. But 
though Alured was much improved as to 
obedience, it was almost impossible to enforce 
this command. Hester had some strange fas- 
cination for him. She would fiercely caress 
him at times, and he knew she was his 
sister, and could not see why, when she was 
often alone, he should not be with her. The 
passion for Trevor was in full force, too, and 
the boys could not be content only to meet 
at the farm. We tried sending Alured to 
make visits from home in the holidays, but 
he did not like it, and he was not happy; 
his heart was with his home, and with 
Trevor. We tried having a tutor for the 
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spring holidays before he went to Eton, but 
it did not answer.' He was not a sensible 
man, did not like dining in the keeping- 
room with the household, and though he 
did it, he showed that he thought it a con- 
descension. 

Moreover, instead of attending to Alured, 
he was always trying to flirt with Jaquetta, 
infinitely disturbing Arthur Cradock's peace; 
and the end of it was, that Alured was a 
great deal more left to his own devices than 
ever he had been before, and exasperated 
besides. 

He was in that mood, when one day, as he 
was riding along the lanes, he met Perrault 
and Trevor coming in from hunting. 

Alured had a very pretty pony, but he was 
growing rather large for it, and Fulk had 
promised that, if he worked well at Eton, he 
should have a lovely little Arab, that was 
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being trained by a dealer he knew; and that 
another year, Fulk himself would go out hunt- 
ing with him. 

Perrault began to pity him for having missed 
the run. Why did not his brother take him 
out ? Fulk's old mare was a sort of elephant, 
and it was not convenient to get another horse 
just then. That Alured knew and explained, 
but he was pitied the more for being kept 
back, and Perrault ended by saying that if on 
the next hunting day he could meet them at 
the corner of the park, a capital mount should 
be there for him. 

The hour was attainable if Alured made 
haste with his studies, and he accepted gladly, 
and without compunction. Fulk had never in 
so many words forbidden him, and besides, 
Fulk had delegated his authority to the hateful 
tutor. 

But the next morning, before Alured was up 
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Trevor was in his bedroom. "You won't go, 
Trevorsham ? " 

" Yes, I shall ; I'm not such a muff as to 
stay for that fellow." 

But I need not try to tell what passed, as 
of course I did not hear it ; I never so 
much as knew of it till long after, only Tre- 
vorsham was determined, and Trevor tried 
all round the due arguments, of principle, 
honour, and duty; but Alured had worked 
up a schoolboy self-justification on all points, 
and besides had the stronghold of "I will," 
and "I don't care." 

Then Trevor told him, under his breath, he 
was sure it was not a safe horse. But my 
high-spirited boy laughed this to scorn. "And 
perhaps he'll play you some trick," added 
Trevor. But Trevorsham was still undaunted 
in his self-will, till Trevor resolutely announced 
his determination, if nothing else would stop 
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it, of going at once to Fulk, and informing 
him. 

The boy endured all the rage and scorn 
that a threat so contrary to all schoolboy 
codes of honour and friendship might deserve. 
I believe Alured struck him, but at any rate 
Trevor Lea gained his point, though at the 
cost of a desperate quarrel. 

Alured held aloof and sulked at him for 
the remaining fortnight at home, and only 
vouchsafed the explanation to us that "Lea 
was a horrid little sneak, and he had done 
with him." 

They did not make it up till they met in the 
same house at Eton, and then, though Trevor 
was placed far above Alured, they became as 
friendly as ever. In fact, I believe, Alured, 
having imprudently denominated himself by 
his full title, was having it kicked out of him, 
when the fortunate possessor of the mono- 
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syllabic name came and stood by him and 
made common cause, to the entire renewing 
of love. 

Poor Trevor! his was a dreary home. His 
mother loved him passionately, but she 
was an anxious, worn, disappointed woman,, 
always craving, restless and expectant of 
something, and Perrault was always tor- 
menting her for money. He was deeply 
in debt, and though he could not touch 
the bulk of her fortune — neither, indeed, 
could she, as it was conveyed to trustees — - 
he was always demanding money of her, 
and bullying her ; while matters grew worse . 
and worse, and they were in danger of 
having to let Spinney Lawn and go to live 
abroad. 

As to keeping Trevor at Eton that was 
becoming impossible. At Christmas the tutor 
consulted Fulk about how he should get Lea's 
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bills paid, and intimated that he must not 
return unless this were done. 

And poor Trevor himself had little com- 
fort except with us. We encouraged him to 
come to us, for we had all come to have 
a very real love for the dear lad himself, 
and we saw he was unhappy at home ; be- 
sides that, it was the only way of keeping 
Alured contented. 

Trevor had entirely left off inviting Alured 
to Spinney Lawn. Partly, he was too gentle- 
manly and good a boy not to be ashamed 
of the men who hung about the stables ; 
and besides, we now perceive that the 
same awful impression that was on Emily 
Deerhurst was upon him, and that he had 
a sense that Trevorsham was regarded in 
a manner that made his presence there a 
peril. 

He was but a boy, and it was an undefined 
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horror, and he never breathed a word of it; 
but oh, there was a weight on that young 
brow, an anxious look about the face, and 
though now and then he would be all joy and 
fun, still there was the older, more sorrowful 
look about him. 

We thought he was grieving at not going 
back to Eton, and Fulk was living in 
hopes of an .answer to the letter Tie had 
written to Francis Dayman about it, but 
that was not all. One day^-Christmas Eve 
it was — Mr. Cradock, on coming into the 
church to look at the holly wreaths, 
found Trevor kneeling on Tiis father's grave- 
stone in the pavement, sobbing as if his 
heart was breaking, and heard between the 
sobs a broken prayer about ** Forgive " — 
"don't let them do it" — "turn mother's 
heart." 

Then Mr. Cradock went out of hearing, but 
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he waited for the boy outside, and asked if he 
could do anything for him. 

"No." Trevor shook his head, thanked him, 
and grew reserved. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



DUCK SHOOTING. 



Alured'S thirteenth birthday was on the loth 
of January, and he had extracted a promise 
from Fulk, to take him duck-shooting to the 
mouth of our little river. 

Nothing can be prettier than our tide river 
by day, with the retreating banks overhung 
with trees, the long-legged herons standing in 
the firs, looking like toys in a German box ; 
while the breadth of blue water reflects the 
trees that bend down to it. 

But, on a winter's night, to creep in perfect 
silence and lie still under an overhanging 
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bank, not daring to make a sound, till you 
could get a shot at the ducks disporting them- 
selves in the moonlight, on the frozen mud 
on the banks! Such an occupation could only 
be endurable under the name of sport 

However, Fulk and Bertram had had their 
time, and now Alured was having the infec- 
tion in his turn ; but Trevor was driven over 
to spend the day, much mortified that he had 
a bad broken chilblain, which made his boots 
unwearable, and it was the more disappointing, 
that it was a very hard frost, and there was 
a report that some wild swans had been 
seen on the river. 

But in the course of the day Jaquetta routed 
out a pair of India rubber boots which, with 
worsted stockings beneath, did not press the 
chilblains at all, and after having spent all the 
day in snow-balling and building forts, Trevor 
declared himself far from lame, and resolved 
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not to lose the fun. He had not come 
equipped, so Alured put him into an old 
grey coat and cap of his own, and merrily 
they started in the frosty moonlight, with 
dashes of snow lying under the hedges, 
and everything intensely light. Fulk grum- 
bling in fun at being dragged away from 
his warm fire, and pretending to be grown 
old, the boys shouting to one another full 
of glee, all the dogs in the yard clamour- 
ing because only the wise old retriever, 
Captain, was allowed to be of the party ; 
Arthur Cradock making ridiculous mistakes 
on purpose between the uncle and nephew, 
Trevorsham and Sham Trevor, as he called 
them. 

Alas! Nay, shall I say alas, or only be 
thankful } 

They had been gone some time when we 
heard a rapid tread coming towards the porch. 
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Something in the very sound thrilled Jaquetta 
and me at once with dismay. We darted out, 
and saw Brand, the head gamekeeper in the 
park. 

" Never fear, my lady ; thank God," he said, 
"my lord is quite safe. It is poor Master 
Lea who is hurt ; and Mr. Torwood sent me 
up for some brandy, and a mattress, and a: 
lantern, and some cloths." 

That assured us that he was alive, and we 
ran to fulfil the request in the utmost haste, 
without asking further questions, and sending 
off Sisson to ride for the poor mother, 
and to go on to Shinglebay for the doctor, 
though, to our comfort, we knew that 
Arthur had almost finished his surgical educa- 
tion, and was sure to know what was to be 
done. 

"A stray shot," we said again and again to 
each other; and we called Nurse Rowe, and 
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made up a bed in Alured's old nursery, 
and lighted a fire, and were all ready, with 
hearts beating heavy with suspense before the 
steps came back — my poor Alured first, as 
we held the door open. How pale his face 

looked ! and his brows were drawn with 
horror, and his steps dragging, saying not 
a word, but trembling, as he came and held 
by me, with one hand on my waist, while 
Fulk and Sisson carried in the mattress, 
Arthur Cradock at the side, and Perrault, 
who had joined them, walking behind with 
the flask. 

Dear Trevor lay white with sobbing breath 
and closed ^y^, the cloths and mattress 
soaked through and through with blood. 
They put him down on the keeping-room 
table, and Arthur poured more brandy into 
his mouth. 

I said something of the room being ready 
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but Arthur said very low " He is dying — internal 
bleeding;" and when Jaquetta asked " Can no- 
thing be done ?" he answered, " Nothing but to 
leave him still." 

" Trevorsham," murmured the feeble voice, 
and Alured was close to him; "Ally! you are 
all right!" and then again, as Alured assured 
him he would be better — ^"No, I shan't; I*m 
so glad it wasn't you. I always thought he*d 
do it some day, and now you're quite safe, I 
want to thank God." 

We 'did not understand those words then; 
we did soon. 

The weak voice rambled on, " to thank God ; 
but oh, it hurts so — I can't — I will when I get 
there." Then presently " Mother 1" 

" She'll come very soon," said Alured. 

"Mother! oh, mother! Trevorsham, don't 
let them know. O Trev., promise, pro- 
mise ! " 
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"Promise what? I promise, whatever it is! 
Only tell me," entreated Alured. 

" Take care of her — of mother. Don*t 

let " and then his eyes met Perrault's, 

and a shudder came all over him, which 
brought the end nearer ; and all another 
spoonful of brandy could do was to enable 
him to say something in Alured's ear, and 
then a broken word or two — " forgive — 
glad — pray ; " and when we all knelt and 
Fulk did say the Lord*s Prayer, and a 
verse or two more, there was a peaceful 
loving look at Fulk and Jaquetta and me, 
and then the whisper of the Name that 
is above every name, as a glad brightness 
came over the face, and the eyes looked 
upwards, and so grew set in their gaze, 
and there was the sound one never can 
forget. 

Nurse Rowe laid her hand on Alured's 
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neck, as he knelt with his head close to 
Trevor's. Fulk and I looked at each other, 
and we knew that all was over. 

They had tried in vain to check the bleed- 
ing. No one could have done more than 
Arthur had done, but a main artery had been 
injured, and nothing could have saved him. 
He had said nothing after the first cry, 
except when he saw Alured's grief. "Never 
mind; Tm glad it was not you." And 
once or twice, as they carried him home, 
he had begged to be put down, though 
they durst not attend to the entreaty, and 
Arthur did not think he had suffered much 
pain. 

It jarred that just as we would have 
knelt for one silent prayer, Perrault's voice 
broke on us. " Ah ! poor boy, it is better 
than if it lasted longer! I saw that half- 
witted fellow, Billy Blake about. So I 



Digitized by 



Google 



OR, URSULAS JSIARRATIVE. 183 

don't wonder at anything; but of course it 
was a mere accident, and I shall not 
press it." 

Scarcely hearing him, I had joined Mrs. 
Rowe in the endeavour to detach Alured from 
his dear companion, when there was poor 
Hester among us, with open horror-stricken 
eyes, . and a wild, frightful shriek as she leapt 
forward; and no words can describe the misery 
of her voice as she called on her boy to look at 
her, and speak to her — ^gathering him into her 
bosom with a passionate, desperate clasp, that 
seemed almost an outrage on the calm awful 
stillness of the innocent child; and Alured 
involuntarily cried, " Oh, don't," while Fulk 
spoke to her kindly ; but just then she saw 
her husband, and sprang on her feet, her eyes 
flashing, her hands stretched out, while she 
screamed out, "You here? You dare to 
come here ? You^ who killed him !" Fulk 
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caught her . arm, saying, " Hush ! Hester ; 
come away. It was a lamentable accident, 
but '* 

" Oh !" the laugh she gave was the most 
horrible thing I ever heard. "Accident! I 
tell you it has been his one thought to make 
accidents for Trevorsham! And he hated 
my child — my dear, noble, beautiful, only 
one! He made him miserable, and murdered 
him at last!" 

She gave another passionate kiss to the 
cheeks, and then just as I hoped she was 
going to let us lead her away, she darted 
from us, rushed past Mr. Cradock who was 
entering the porch, and in another moment, 
he hurrying after her, saw her rush down the 
steep grassy slope, and fling herself into the 
swollen rapid stream. 

His shout brought them all out, and Fulk 
found him too in the river, holding her, and 
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struggling with the stream, which winter had 
made full and violeat, and the black darkness 
of the shadows made it hard to find any land- 
ing place, and he was nearly swept away before 
it was possible to get them out of the river; 
and Fulk was as completely drenched as he 
was when they brought poor Hester, quite un- 
conscious, up to the house, and brought her 
to the room that had been prepared for her 
son; and there Dr. Brown and Arthur gave 
us plenty to do in filling hot-water baths and 
warming flannels, or rubbing the icy hands 
and feet. Only that constant need of exertion 
could have borne us through the horror of it 
all. But it was not over yet. There was 
a call of "Ursula," and as I ran down, 
I found Fulk standing at the bottom of 
the stairs with Alured in his arms looking 
like death! 

I found him on the parlour sofa, the little 
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idow and the escritoire open ! Fulk said 
lathlessly, "the villain !" 
'I'm not hurt," said dear Alured's voice, 
atly, but reassuringly, *' Oh ! put me down, 
Ik." 

tVe did put him down on the floor — there 
s no other place — with his head on my 
►, and I found strange voices asking him 
at Perrault had done to him. " Oh ! 
thing! *twasn*t that. Yes, he's gone, out 
the window." 

He swallowed some wine and then sat up, 
ning against me as I sat at the bottom of 
\ stairs, quite himself again, and assuring us 
it he was not hurt; Perrault never touched 
a — " Threatened you, then," said Fulk. 
'No," said Alured, as if he hadn't spirit 
be indignant ; " I meant him to get 

* Lord Trevorsham !" cried a voice in great 
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displeasure, and I saw that Mr. Halsted, the 
nearest magistrate, was standing over us. 

"He told me — ^Trevor did" — said Alured. 

" Told you to assist the murderer to escape !" 
exclaimed Mr. Halsted. 

Alured let his head fall back, and would 
not answer, and Fulk said, "There is no need 
for him to speak at present, is there .^ The 
constable and the rest are gone after Perrault, 
but I do not yet know what has directed the 
suspicion against him." 

And then at the stairfoot, for there was no 
other place to go to, we came to an under- 
standing, the two gentlemen and Brand the 
keeper standing, and I seated on the step 
with my boy lying against me. I could not 
trust him out of my sight, nor, indeed, was 
he fit to be left 

It seems that Brand had been uneasy about 
the number of shooters whom the report 
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of the swans had attracted; and though the 
bank of the river was not Trevorsham 
ground, he had kept along on the border of 
the covers higher up the hill, to guard his 
hares and pheasants. 

Thus he had seen everything distinctly in 
the moonlight against the snowy bank below; 
and he had observed one figure in particular, 
moving stealthily along, in a parallel line with 
that which he knew our party would take, 
though they were in shadow, and he could 
not see them. 

Suddenly, a chance shot fired somewhere 
made all the ducks fly up. A head and 
shoulders that Brand took for his young lord's, 
appeared beyond the shadow, beside Fulk's; 
and, at the same moment, he saw the man 
whom he had been watching level his gun 
from behind, and fire. Then came the cry, 
and Brand running down in horror himself. 
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was amazed to see this person doing the 
same, and when they came up with the group, 
he recognised Perrault ; and found, at the same 
time, that Trevor was the sufferer, and that 
Lord Trevorsham was safe. He then would 
have thought it an accident, but for Perrault s 
own needless wonder, whence the shot came, 
and that same remark, that Billy Blake, the 
half-witted son of a farmer, was about that 
night. 

Brand, a shrewd fellow, restrained his reply, 
that Mr. Perrault knew most about it himself. 
He saw that the most pressing need was to 
obey Fulk in fetching necessaries from oiw 
house, and that Perrault meant to disarm 
suspicion by treating it as an accident, so he 
thought it best to go off to a magistrate 
with his story, before giving any alarm; 
feeling certain, as he said, that the shot had 
been meant for the Earl ; as indeed, Perrault's 
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first exclamation on coming up showed that 
he too had expected to find Trevorsham the 
wounded one. 

Mr. Halsted had sent for the constable and 
came at once, though even then inclined 
to doubt whether Brand had not imputed 
accident to malice. But Perrault's flight had 
settled that question. During the confusion, 
while Hester was being carried upstairs, the 
miscreant had the opportunity of speaking to 
the child. 

" Drowned ! No, she is not drowned ; but 
she may be the other thing if you don't get me 
off ! . What, don't you understand ? Let the 
law lay a finger on me, and what is to hinder 
me from telling how your sweet sister has been 
plotting to get you — yes, you, out of the way 
of her darling. No, you needn't fear, there's 
nothing to get by it now. Lucky for you you 
brought the poor boy out, when I thought him 
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safe by the fire nursing his chilblain. But 
mind this, if I am arrested, all the story shall 
come out I'll not swing alone. If I fired, she 
pointed the gun ! And you may judge if that 
was what poor Trevor meant by his mutterings 
to you about ' mother.' " 

"But what do you want.?** Alured asked. 
He had backed up against the wall; he was 
past being frightened, but he felt numb and 
sick with horror, and ready to do anything 
to get the wretch out of his sight. 

" I want a clear way out of the house and 
all the cash you can get together. What! no 
more than that? I*d not be a lord to be 
kept so short. Find me some more.*' 

Alured knew I should forgive him, and he 
took my key from my basket, unlocked the 
escritoire, and gave him my purse of house- 
hold money, undid the shutters, and helped 
Perrault to squeeze himself through the little 
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parlour window ; and then, as he said, some- 
thing came over him, and he just reached the 
sofa, and knew no more. 

He did not tell all this about Hester be- 
fore Mr. Halsted; only when Fulk, finding 
how shaken he was, had carried him upstairs, 
and we had taken him to his room, he asked 
anxiously whether anyone had heard Hester 
say that dreadful thing, and added, "Then 
if Mr. Perrault gets away no one will know 
— about her." 

"Was that why you helped him?*' we 
asked. 

" Trevor told me to take care of her/' he 
said ; and then he told us of Perrault's argu- 
ments, but we ought not to have let him talk 
of them that night, for it brought back the 
shuddering and sobbing, and the horror seemed 

m 

to come upon him, so that there was no sooth- 
ing him or getting him calm till the doctor 



Digitized by 



Google 



r^ 



ORy URSULAS NARRATIVE. 193 

mixed an anodyne draught; and let it go as 
it would with Hester, I never left my boy 
till I had crooned him to sleep, as in the old 
times. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
TREVOR'S LEGACY. 

JAQUETTA bore the brunt of that night, and 
showed the stuff she was made of, for poor 
Hester had only revived to fall into a most 
frightful state of delirium, raving and struggling 
so that the doctor and Arthur could hardly 
hold her. 

So it went on for hours, Alured the only 
creature asleep in the house, and we not daring 
to send for any help from without, poor Hester's 
exclamations were so dreadful. 

Poor Alured ! his waking was sad enough ! 
He had loved Trevor with all his heart, and 
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the wonder that anyone could be so wicked 
oppressed him almost as much as the grief. 
The remnants of the opiate hung upon him, 
too, and he lay about all day, hardly rousing 
himself to speak or look, but giddily and 
drowsy. 

Not till the inquest was It perceived how 
cleverly Perrault had taken his measures, so 
that had he not made the mistake between the 
two boys, he would scarcely have been sus- 
pected: certainly not but for Brand's having 
watched him. 

The report of the wild swans was traced to 
him. No doubt it was as an excuse for a heavier 
charge, for poor Trevor was wounded with shot 
that would not have been used merely for 
ducks, and besides, the other shooters it at- 
tracted would be likely to make detection less 
easy. Indeed, Fulk had seen that there were 
enough men about to spoil their sport, and 
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but for the boys' eagerness, would have turned 
back. 

Moreover it was proved that Perrault had in 
the course of the morning met Billy Blake, and 
asked him if he meant to bag the swan — if 
he followed the young lord's party and fired 
when they did, he would be sure to bring 
something down. He did not know that the 
Blakes never let the poor fellow load his old 
gun with anything but powder. 

Then his joining the horrified group, as if he 
had been merely after the ducks, and had been 
attracted by the cry, had entirely deceived 
us; and but for Hester's accusation, Brand's 
evidence, and his own flight, together with all 
the past, might have continued to do so. 

He had gone to his own house, as it after- 
wards turned out, entered so quietly that the 
listening, watching servants never heard him, 
collected all the valuables he could easily carry 
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SLway, changed his dress, and gone off before 
the search had followed him thither. 

A verdict of wilful murder was returned 
against him at the inquest, but it is very- 
doubtful whether he could have been con- 
victed of anything but manslaughter ; for even 
if the intention could have been proved, without 
his wife, whose evidence was inadmissible, the 
malice was not directed against his victim, but 
against Trevorsham. We could not but feel 
it a relief day by day, that nothing was heard 
of him; for who could tell what disclosures 
there- might be about the poor thing who 
lay, delirious, needing perpetual watchfulness. 
Arthur devoted himself to the care of her, 
and never left us, or I do not see how we 
could have gone through it all. 

Alured was well again, but inert and crushed, 
and heartless about doing anything, except 
that he walked over to Spinney Lawn, and 
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brought home Trevor's dog, to which he gave 
himself up all day, and insisted on having it 
in his room at night. 

The burial was in the vault — nobody attended 
but Fulk and Alured, not even Arthur, for 
though the poor mother was not aware of 
what was going on, it was such a dreadful 
day with her, that he durst not leave us 
alone to the watch. It was enough to break 
one's heart to stand by the window and hear 
her wandering on about her Trevor coming to 
his place, and not being kept from his position ; 
while we watched the little coffin carried across ' 
the field by the labouring men, with those 
two walking after it Our boy's first funeral 
was that of the friend who had died in his 
stead. 

We were glad to send him back to Eton, 
out of the sound of his poor sister's voice; 
though he went off very mournfully, declaring 
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that he should be even more wretched there 
without Trevor than he was at home; and 
that he never should do any good without 
him. But there he was wrong, I am thankful 
to say. Dear Trevor was more a guide to 
him dead than living. Trevor's chief Eton 
friend, young Maitland, a good, high-principled, 
clever boy, a little older, who had valued him 
for what he was, while passing Alured by as 
a foolish, idle little swell, took pity upon him 
in the grief and dejection of his loss — did 
for. him all and more than Trevor could do, 
and has been the friend and blessing of 
his life, aiding the depth and earnestness 
that seemed to pass into our dear child as he 
hung over the dying lad. Yes, Trevor Lea 
and John Maitland did for our Trevorsham 
what all our love and care had never been 
able to do. 

Meantime Hester's illness took its course. 
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The chill of that icy water had done great 
harm, and there was much inflammation at 
first, leaving such oppression of breath that 
permanent injury to the lungs was expected, 
and therefore it was all the sadder to see the 
dumb despair with which she returned to 
understanding, I can hardly say to memory, 
for I believe she had never lost it for a 
moment. 

Hopeless, heedless, reckless, speechless, she 
was a passive weight, lying or sitting, eating or 
drinking as she was bidden, but not making 
any manifestation of preference or dislike, save 
that she turned rigidly and sullenly away from 
any attempt to read prayers to her. 

She asked no questions, attempted no em- 
ployment, but seemed to care for nothing, and 
for weeks uttering nothing but a "yes," "no," 
or a mechanical "thank you." Jaquetta tried 
to caress her, by force of nursing and pity. 
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Jaquetta really had come to a warm tender 
ove for her, but she sullenly pushed away the 
weet face, and turned aside. 

We never ventured to leave her alone, and 
his, after a time, began to vex her. She bade 
is go down once or twice, and tried to send 
.way Mrs. Rowe ; and at last, when she found 
t was never permitted, she broke out angrily 
)ne day, "You are very absurd to take so 
nuch trouble to hinder what cannot make any 
lifference." 

It made one's blood run cold, and yet it was 
, relief that the silence was broken. I can't 
ell what I said, only I implored her not ta 
hink so, and told her that her having been 
escued was a sign that Heaven would have 
er repent and come back, but she laughed 
hat horrible laugh. " Do you think I repent ?'^ 
he said; "No, only that I left it to that 
Dol ! I should have made no mistakes." 
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I was too much horrified to do anything but 
hide my eyes and pray. I thought I did not 
do so obviously, but Hester saw or guessed, 
stamped at me, and said, "Don't; I will not 
have it done. It is mockery !" 

" Happily you cannot prevent our doing 
that, my poor Lady Hester,'* I said. 

" All I wish you to do is, what you 
would do if you had a spark of natural 
feeling." 

" What } " I asked, bewildered at this apparent 
accusation of unkindness. 

"Leave me to myself Send me from your 
door. Not oppress me with this ridiculous 
burthensome care and attention, all out of the 
family pride you still keep up in the Trevors ! '* 
she sneered. 

"No, Hester. Sister Hester, will you not 
believe it is love ? " I said, thinking that if she 
would believe that we loved her and forgave 
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her, it might help her to believe that her 
Father above did. I had never called her by 
her name alone before; but I thought it 
might draw her nearer; but it made her only- 
fiercer. 

"Nonsense," she said, "I know better." 

And then she fell into the same deadly- 
gloom; but I think she had almost a wild 
animal's longing for solitude; for she made a 
solemn promise not to attempt her life if we 
ivould only leave her alone ! 

And we did, though we took care someone 
was within hearing ; for she was still very weak, 
md we had not a bell in the house, except a 
little hand one on the table. 

So the Easter holidays drew on, and she was 
still far too weak and unwell for any thought 
Df moving her; so that we were in trouble 
ibout Alured's holidays, not liking him to 
:ome home to a house of illness that would 
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renew his sorrow, and advising him to accept 
some invitations from his schoolfellows; but 
he wrote that he particularly wished to come 
home — ^he could not bear to be away, and 
Maitland wanted to see the place and know 
all about dear Lea, so might he bring him 
home ? 

We were only too glad to consent, and 
I had gone to sleep with Jaquetta, so as 
to make room — feeling very happy over 
the best school report of our boy we had 
ever had, though not the best we were to 
have. 

He spent two or three days at Mr. Maitland^s 
in London, and then he and his friend, John, 
came on here. 

The railway did not come within twenty 
miles then, and they had to post from it in 
flies. How delightful it was to see the tall 
hat and wide white collar, as he stood up in 
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the open fly, signalling to us, and pointing 
us out to his friend. Only, what must it 
have been to the poor sufferer in the room 
above ? 

Oh! did not one's heart go out in prayer 
for her! 

Out jumped Alured among zill of us, and 
all the dogs at the garden gate; and the first 
thing, after his kiss to us zill, was to turn to 
the fly and take out a flower-pot with a , 
beautiful delicate forced rose in it. 

" Where's Hester ? " he said. 

"My dear child, she has not left her room 
yet" 

"She is well enough for me to take 
this to her, I suppose } " he said. " He 
always did get some flower like this to bring 
home to^ her, you know, she liked them so 
much.'* 

It was just his one idea that Trevor had 



Digitized by 



Google 



OR, URSULA'S NARRATIVE, 207 

told him to take his place to her. We looked 
doubtfully at each other, but Fulk quietly 
said, "Yes, you may go." And added, as 
the boy went off, " It can do no harm to her 
in the end, poor thing!" 

"To her, no; that was not my fear." 

There was Alured, almost exactly what 
Trevor had been when last she saw him, with 
his bright sweet, honest face over the rose, 
running up the stairs, knocking, and coming 
in with his boyish, "Good morning, Hester, 
I do hope you are better ; " and bending 
down with his fresh brotherly kiss on her 
poor hot forehead, ** IVe got this rose 
for you, the bud will be out in a day or 
two." 

If ever there was a modern version of St 
Dorothy's roses it was there. 

That boy's kiss and his gift touched the 
place in her heart She caught him passion- 
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ately in her arms, and held him till he almost 
lost breath, and then she held him off from 
her as vehemently. 

"Boy — ^Trevorsham — ^what do you come to 
me for?" 

"He told me," said Alured, half dismayed. 
"Besides, you are my sister." 

" Sister, indeed ! Don't you know we 
would have killed you?" 

"Never mind that," said Alured, with an 
odd sort of readiness. "You are my sister 
all the same, and oh — if you would let me 
try to be a little bit of Trevor to you, though 
I know I can't ^** 

"You — ^who must hate me?" 

"No," said he, "I always did like you, 
Hester ; and I've been thinking about you all 
the half — whenever I thought of him.'* 

And as the tears came into the boy*s eyes, 
the blessed weeping came at last to Hesten 
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He thought he had done her harm, for she 
cried till she was absolutely spent, sick, faint 
and weak as a child. 

But she was like a child, and when her head 
was on the pillow she begged for Trevorsham 
to wish her good-night. I think she tried to 
fancy his kiss was Trevor's. 

Any way the bitter black despair was 
gone from that time. She believed in and 
accepted his kindness like a sort of after 
glow from Trevor's love. Perhaps it did 
her the more good that after all he was 
only a boy, sometimes forgot her, and 
sometimes hurried after his own concerns, 
so that there was more excitement in it 
than if it had been the steady certain ten- 
derness of an older person on which she 
could reckon. 

She certainly cared for no one like Trevor- 
sham. She even came downstairs that she 
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might see him more constantly, and while he 
was at home, she seemed to think of no 
one else. But she had softened to us all, 
and accepted us as her belongings, in a 
matter-of-course kind of way. Only when 
he was gone did she one day say in a 
heavy dreary tone, that she must soon be 
leaving us. 

But I told her, as we had agreed, that she 
was very far from well enough to ^1;^ away 
alone ; for indeed, it was true that disease of 
the lungs had set in, and to send her away 
to languish and die alone was not to be 
thought of 

My answer made her look up to me, and 
say, "I don*t see why you should all be so 
good to me! Do you know how I have 
hated you ?" 

I could not help smiling a little at that, 
it had so little to do with the matter; but I 
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bent down and. kissed her, the first time I had 
ever done so. 

" I don't understand it," she said, and then 
pushing me away suddenly. 

"No! you cannot know, that I — I — I was 
the first to devise mischief against that boy. 
Perrault would never have thought of it, but 
for me ! Now, you see whom you are harbour- 
ing! Perhaps, you thought it all Perrault's 
doing." 

"No, we did not," I said. 

"And you still cherish me! I — ^who drove 
you from your home and rank, and came 
from wishing the death of your darling, to 
contriving it!" 

I told her we knew it. And at last, after 
a long long silence, she looked up from her 
joined hands, and said, "If I may only see 
my child again, even from the other side of 
the great gulf, I would be ready for any 
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torment ! It would be no torment to me, so 
I saw him ! Do you think I shall be allowed, 
Ursula?*' 

How I longed for more power, more words 
to tell her how infinitely more mercy there 
was than she thought of! I don*t think she 
took it in then, but the beginning was made, 
^nd she turned away no more from what she 
looked on at first as a means of bringing her 
to her boy, but by-and-by became even more 
to her. 

Gradually she told how the whole history 
had come about She had thought nothing 
of the discovery of her birth till her boy was 
bom, but from that time th^ one thought of 
seeing him in the rank she thought his due 
had eaten into her heart. She had loved 
her husband before, but his resistance had 
chafed her, and gradually she felt it an in- 
justice and cruelty, and her love and respect 



\ 



Digitized by 



Google 



T 



OR, URSULAS NARRATIVE. 213 

withered away, till she regarded him as an 
obstacle. And when she had spent her 
labour on the voyage, and obtained recogni- 
tion from her father — behold ! Alured's exist- 
ence deprived her of the prize almost within 
her grasp. 

A settled desire for the poor baby's death 
was the consequence, kept up by the con- 
tinued reports of his danger. Till that time 
she had prayed. Then a sense that Heaven 
was unjust to her and her boy filled her with 
grim rebellion, and she prayed no more; and 
Perrault, by his constant return to the subject 
and speculations on it, kept her mind on it far 
more. 

But Alured lived, and every time she saw 
him she half hated him, half loved him ; hated 
him as standing in her son's light, loved him 
because she could not help loving Trevor's 
shadow. 



Digitized by 



Google 



214 LADY HESTER; 

That day, when Emily met them — ^it had 
been a sudden impulse — Alured had been 
talking to her about his plans for Trevor's 
birthday; and, as he spoke of that street, 
the wild thought came over her how easily 
a fever might yet sweep him away. And 
yet she sa)^, all down the street, she was 
trying to persuade herself to foi^et Emily's 
warning, and to disbelieve in the infection. 
After all, she thought, even if she had not 
met Emily, she should have made some excuse 
for turning back, such a pitiful thought came 
of the fair, fresh face flushing and dying. 

But it was prevented, only it left fruits ; for 
Perrault had heard what passed between her 
and Trevorsham. " Did you take him to the 
shop ? " he asked. And when she mentioned 
Miss Deerhurst's reminder, he said, "Ah! that 
game wants skill and coolness to carry it 
out." 
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She says that was almost all that passed 
in so many words ; but from that time she 
never doubted that Perrault would take any 
opportunity of occasioning danger to Trevor- 
sham ; and, strange to say, she lived in a 
continued agony, half of hope, half of terror 
and grief and pity, her longing for Trevor's 
promotion, balanced by the thought of the 
grief he would suffer for his friend. Any 
time those five years she told me she 
thought that had she seen Perrault hurting 
him, she should have rushed between to 
save him ; and yet in other moods, when 
she planned for her son, she would herself 
have done anything to sweep Alured from his 
path. 

And the frequent discussion with Perrault 
of plans depending on the possession of the 
Trevorsham property, kept the consciousness 
of his purpose before her, and as debt and 
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desperation grew, she was more and more 
sure of it 

That last day, when Trevor had been driven 
away, lamenting his inability to go out duck 
shooting, Perrault had quietly said in the late 
evening, "I shall take a turn in the salt 
marshes to-night — opportunities may offer." 

The wretch! Fulk thinks- he said so to 
implicate her. 

At any rate it left her shuddering with dread 
and remorse, yet half triumphant at the notion 
of putting an end to Fulk's power over the 
estate, and of installing her son as heir of 
Trevorsham. 

She had no fears for him, she trusted to his 
lame foot to detain him, and said to herself 
that if it was to be, he would be spared the 
sight. She was growing jealous of his love for 
Alured and of us, and had a fierce glad hope of 
getting him more to herself. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OR, URSULAS NARRATIVE. 217 

And then ! oh ! poor Hester ! 
No wonder her desire was to be 

Anywhere, anywhere. 
Out of the world. 

But out of all the anguish, the remorse, 
the despair, repentance grew at last. Love 
seemed to open the heart to it. The 
sense of infinite redeeming love penetrated 
at last, and trust in pardon, and with pardon 
came peace. Peace grew on her, through 
increasing self-condemnation, and bearing her 
up as the bodily powers failed more and 
more. 

There is little more to say. She was a 
dear and precious charge to us, and as she 
grew weaker, she also became more cheerful! 
and even that terrible, broken-hearted sense of 
bereavement calmed. 

She found out about Jaquetta and Arthur, 
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and took great interest in his arrangements for 
getting a partnership at Shinglebay. 

" And Hester/' said Jaquetta, " it is so 
lucky for me that I came down from being 
a fine lady. I might never have known 
Arthur ; and if I had, what an absurd 
creature I should have been as a poor man's 
wife!" 

As to the Deerhursts, the mother sent a 
servant once or twice to inquire, but never 
came herself to see her dear friend ; and Miss 
Prior took care to tell us that there were 
horrid whispers about, that Hester had known, 
and if not, Mrs. Deerhurst could not have on 
her visiting list the wife of a man with a 
warrant out against him ! She thought it 
very unfeeling in us to harbour her. 

But Emily came. Hester had a great 
longing to thank her for checking her on 
that walk to the scarlet-fever place, and asked 
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Jaquetta one day to write to her and beg her 
to come to see a dying woman. 

Emily showed the note to her mother, and 
did not ask leave. The white doe had become 
a much more valiant animal. 

Hester had liked Emily even while Emily 
shrank from her, and she now realized what 
she had inflicted upon her and Fulk. 

She asked Emily's pardon for it, as she 
had asked Fulk's, and said that when she was 
gone she hoped all would come right. Of 
course the old position could not be restored, 
but she knew now why Joel Lea had such an 
instinct against it. 

"I feel," she once said, "as if Satan had 
offered me all this for my soul, and I had 
taken the bargain. Aye, and if God*s provi- 
dence had allowed our wicked purpose, he 
would have had it too. My husband ! he 
prayed for me! and my boy did too/' 
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She always called Joel Lea " my husband " 
now, and thought and talked much of their 
early love and his warnings. I think the 
way she had saddened his later years grieved 
her as much as anything, and all her affection 
seemed revived. 

She lingered on, never leaving the house 
indeed, but not much worse, till the year had 
come round again, and we loved her more 
each day we nursed her. And when the end 
came suddenly at last^ we mourned as for a 
dear sister. 

Perrault wrote once — a threatening, swagger- 
ing letter from America, demanding hush- 
money. It did not come till she was too ill 
to open it — only in the last week before her 
death, and it was left till we settled her 
affairs. 

Then Fulk wrote and told him of the verdict 
against him, and recommended him to let him» 
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self be heard of no more. And he took the 
advice. 

We found that dear Hester had left all the 
fortune, ;^ 30,000, which had been settled on 
herself and Trevor, to be divided equally 
between us three. Nor had we any scruple in 
profiting by it. 

Trevorsham had enough, and it was what 
my father would have given us if he could. 

.It was enough to make Jaquetta and her 
young Dr. Cradock settle down happily and 
prosperously on the practice they bought. 

And enough too, together with Emily's 
strong quiet determination, to make Mrs. 
Deerhurst withdraw her oppositicKi. Daughters 
of twenty-nine years old may get their own 
way. 

Moreover a drawing-room and dining-room 
were built on to Skimping's Lawn, though 
Alured declares they have spoilt the place, and 
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nothing ever was so jolly as the keeping- 
room. 

We had a beautiful double wedding in the 
summer, in our old church, and since that I 
have come to make the old Hall home-like to 
my boy in the holidays. 

We are very happy together when he comes 
home, and fills the house with his young 
friends ; and if it feels too large and empty 
for me in his absence, I can always walk 
down for a happy afternoon with Emily, or 
go and make a longer visit to Jaquetta. 

And I don't think, as a leader of the fashion^ 
she would have been half so happy as the 
motherly, active, ready-handed doctor's wife. 

But best of all to me, are those quiet 
moments when Alured's earnest spirit shows 
itself, and he talks out what is in his heart; 
that it is a great responsibility to stand in the 
place such a man as Fulk would have had — 
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yes — and to have been saved at the cost of 
Trevor's life. 

I believe the pure, calm remembrance of 
Trevor Lea's life 'will be his guiding star, and 
that he will be worthy of it. 



THE END. 
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Bedford Street, Covent Garden, London. 
February 1876 . 

Macmillan 6* Co:s Catalogue of Works 
in Belles Lettres^ including Poetry^ 
FicHony etc. ' 

Allingham^— LAURENCE BLOOMFIELD IN IRELAND ; 
or, the New Landlord. By William Allingham. New and 
Cheaper Issue, with a Preface. Fcap. 8vo. doth. 4f. fidT. 
^^ His vital with the noHonal character, .... It has something of 

Popis point and Goldsmith^ s simpticifv, touched to a more modem 

issue. "— Athsnaum. 

An Ancient City, and other Poems.— By A Native 
OF Surrey. Extra fcap. 8vo. 6x. 

Archer.— CHRISTINA north. By E. M. Archer. New 

and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. 6j. 

" The work of a clever^ cultivated person^ wielding a practised pen. 
The characters are drawn with force and precision^ the dialogue 
is easy : the whole book displays powers of pathos and humour^ ^^ 

and a shrewd knowledge of men and things, — Spectator. / 

Arnold. — THE complete poetical works. 

Vol I. Narrative and Elegiac Poems. Vol. II. Dramatic 

AND Lyric Poems. By Matthew Arnold. Extra fcap. 8vo. 

Price dr. each. 

The two volumes comprehend the First and Second Series of the 
Poems y and the New Poems, *^T%yrsis is a poem of perfect 
ddighty exquisite in grave tenderness oj reminiscence^ rich in breadth 
of western lights breathing full the spirit of gray and ancient Ox» 
ford,**—SATVKDAY Review. 

Atkinson. — an art tour to the northern 

capitals; OF Europe. By J. Beavington Atkinson. 
8vo. 12S, 

" IVe can highly recommend it; not only for the valuable informa- 
tion it gives on the special subjects to which it is dedicated, but also 
for the interesting episodes oj travel which are interwoven with, and 
lighten, the weightier matters of judicious and varied criticism on 
art and artists in northern capitals^ — Art Journal. 

Baker.— CAST up by the sea; or, the adven- 
tures OF NED GREY. By Sir Samuel Baker, Pasha, 
F.R.G.S. With Illustrations by HuARD. Fifth Edition. Crown 
8vo. doth jrilt. *js, 6d, 

**An admirable tale of adventure, of marvellous incidents, wild 
exploits, and terrible dinouements^^ — Daily News. **A story of 
adventure by sea and land in the good old style," — Pall Mall 
Gazette. 

XO,000, 3, T876. A 



Digitized by 



Google 



BELLES LETTRES. 



Baring - Gould. — LEGENDS OF OLD TESTAMENT 
CHARACTERS, from .the Talmud and other sources. By S. 
Baring- Gould, M.A. Two vols. Crown 8vo. idr. VoL L 
Adam to Abraham. VoL IL Melchizedek to Zachariah. 
" These volumes contain much that is very strange^ and, to the 
ordinary Enfiish reader, very naueV^ — Daily News. 

Barker. — ^Works by Lady Barker :— 

**Ztf.i> Barker is an unrivalled story-teller." --XaVAXDULS, 

STATION LIFE IN NEW ZEALAND. New and Cheaper 
Edition. Crown 8vq* ^. 6d^ 

** We have never read a more truthful or a pUtMimUt Httle ^h,*'— 
Athen^um. 

STORIES ABOUT :— With Six lUustratioos. Thiwi Edition. 

Extra fcap. 8vo. 4J. Bd, 

This volume contains several entertcUning stories about Monheys, 
yamaica. Camp Life, Dogs, Boys, &*c, " There is not cf tale in 
the book which can fail to please children as well as their dders** 
— Pall Mall Gazette. 

A CHRISTMAS CAKE IN FOUR QUARTERS. With Illustm- 
tionsbyjELLiCOE. Second Edition. Ex. fcap. 8vo. cloth gilt. ^,6d. 
\''^ " Coniains just the stories that children should be told, * Christmas 

ft^ Ca^* is a delightful Christmcu booh."—GT.OBE. 

RIBBON STORIES. With Illustrations by C. O. Mueray. 

Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. cloth gilt. 4s. 6d, 

* * Pfe cannot too highly commend. It is exceedingly happy and original 

in the plan, and the grcLceful fancies of its pages, merry and pathetic 

turns, will be found the best reading by girls of all ages, and by 

boys too." — Times. 

SYBIL'S BOOK. Illustrated by S. E. Waller. Second Edition. 

Globe 8vo. gilt. 4J. 6d. 

*' Another of Lady Barker's delightful stoxies, and one of the most 
thoroughly original books for girls that ftas been written for many 
years. Grown-up readers will like it quite as much as young people, 
and will even better understand the rarity of such simple, natural, 
and unaffected writing.''^ — ^TlMBS. 

Bcsant.— STUDIES in early FRENCH POETRY. By 

Walter Besant, M.A. Crown 8vo. &f. td, 

TJie prestnt work aims to afford information and direction touching 

the early efforts of France in poetical literature. " In one mode^ 

rately sized volume he has contrived to introduce us to the very 

best, if not to all of the early French poets," — ATHENiEUM. 

Betsy Lee ; a FO'C'SXE yarn. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3J. 6d, 
" There is great vigour and much pathos in this poem," — Morning 

Post. 
" We can at least say that it is the work of a * true poet," Athe- 

NiEUM. 
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Black (W.)— Works i>y w^ black, Author of " A l!>aiigliter of 
Heth." 

' THE STRANGE ADVENTURES OF A PHAETON. 

Tenth Edition. Crown 8vo. 6^". Also, Illustrated by S. E. 

Waller, 8va cloth gilt, los, 6d. 

** The book is^ a really charming description of a thousand English 
landscapes and oj the emergencies and the fun and the delight of a 
picnic jcurney through them by (t party determined to enjoy them' 
selves^ and cu well matched as the pair of horses which drew the 
phaeton they sat f«."— Times. 

A PRINCESS Ot THULE. Ninth Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s. 
The Saturday Review says :— '* A novel which is both romantic 
and natural, which has much feeling, without any touch of 
mawJdshness, which goes deep into character without any suggestion 
of painful analysis — this' is a rare gem to find amongst the debris of 
current literature, and this, or nearly this, Mr. mack has given 
us in the * Princess of Thule. * " " ^4 beautiful and nearly perfect 
story, " — Spectator. 

THE MAID O^ KILLEENA, and other Stories. Crown 8vo. 6s, 
**A collection of pretty stories told in the easiest and pleasantest manner 
imaginable,''^ — TiMEs. "// was with somethintc akin to joy 
that we drew our chair closer to the fire as the weary work of the 
novel critic gave place to the smile of satisfaction and pleasure, 
when^ in the very first page of our book, we discovered that we had 
come again to those Western Isles in the ^uiet summer sea in the 
far North, and to those simple people amidst whose loving alle- 
giance the Princess of Thule—Sheila—held her modest Court , . . 
We shall not be scttisfied till * The Maid of Killeena ' rests on our 
shelves,'*— -SvECTATOK, 

Borland Hall.— By the Author of "Olrig Grange. "^Cr.Svo. Js, 

Bratnston.— RALPH and BRUNO. a Novel. By [M. 
Bramston. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 2is. 

Brooke.— THE FOOL OF QUALITY; OR, THE HISTORY 
OF HENRY, EAKL OF MORELAND. By Henry Brooke. 
Newly revised, with a Biographical Preface by the Rev. Charles 
KiNGSLEY, M.A;, Rector of Eversley. CroWu 8vo. 6s. 

Boist.— BIRDS, THEIR CAGES AND THEIR KEEP : Being 
a Practical Manual of Bird-Keeping and Bird-Rearing. By K. A. 
Buist. With Coloured Frontispiece and other Illustrations. 



Crown 8vo. Ss. 
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Burnand — my time, and what rvE done with it. 

By F. C. Burnand. Crown 8vo. 6j. 
Cabinet Pictures. — oblong foUo, price 21/. 

Contents :— *♦ Childe HarohTs Pilgrimage** and " TfU Fighting 
Ihnh-aire,'* by % U, W. Turner; " Crossing the Bridge,** by 



Sir W, A. CaUcott; " The Comfidd,** by John Constable; and 
** A Landscape^** by Birket Foster, The Daily News says 
of them, " They are very beautifully executed, and might be 
framed and hung up on the wall, as creditable substitutes for the 
origituds.** 

CABINET PICTURES. A Second Series. 

Containing:-^'* The Baths of Caligula** and ** The Golden Bough** 
by% ^. Af* Thmer; " 7^ Zittle Brigand,** by T Uwins , 
" The Lake of Lucerne** by Perciml SkJton ; '' Evening Rest,** 
by E, li, Wimperis, Oblong folio. 2Ij. 

Cameron.— LIGHT, shade, and toil. Poems by W. C. 
Cameron, with Introduction by the Rev. W. C. Smith, D.D. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. 6j. 

Carroll.— Works by " Lewis Carroll : "— 

ALICE'S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND. With Forty- 
two Illustrations byTENNiEi* 49th Thousand. Crown Svo. 
doth. dr. 

^^ An excellent piece o) nonsense, " — ^TiMES. * * Elegant and ddicious 
nonsense.**^GVAKDlAU, " That most delightful of chUdrtt^s stories*' 
—Saturday Rev^jew. 

A GERMAN TRANSLATION OF THE SAME. With Ten- 
NIEL's Illustrations. Crown 8vo. gilt. 6r. 

A FRENCH TRANSLATION OF THE SAME. With Ten- 
niel's Illustrations. Crown 8vo. gilt. 6j. 

AN ITALIAN TRANSLATION OF THE SAME. By T. 
P. RossETTE. With Tenniel's Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 6j. 

THROUGH THE LOOKING-GLASS, AND WHAT ALICE 
FOUND THERE. With Fifty Illustrations by Tenniel. Crown 
8vo. gilt, ds, 36th Thousand. 
" Wtll fairly rank with the tale of her previous experiences,*'^ — 

Daily Telegraph. ^* Many of Mr: TennieVs designs are 

masterpieces of wise ahsurdity,** — ATHENi^UM. 

Christmas Carol (A). '^Printed m Colours from Original 
Designs by Mr. and Mrs. Trevor Crispin, with Illuminated 
Borders from MSS. of the 14th and 15th Centuries. Imp. 4to. doth 
elegant. Chesiper Edition, Q.\s, 
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*'A most exqmsitdy got up volume. Legend^ carol^ and text are 
preciously enshrined in its emblazoned pages^ and the illuminated 
borders are far and away the best example of their art we have seen 
this Christmas, The pictures and borders are harmonious in their 
colourings the dyes are brilliant vtithout being raw, and the volume 
is a trophy' of colottr-printing. The binding by Burn is in the very 
best tastc'^—TiiiLES. 

Church (A. J.)— -HORiE TENNYSONIANiB, Sive Edogse 
e Tennysono Latine redditae. Cura A. J. Church, A.M. 
Extra fcap. Svo. 6s, 

Clough ^Arthur Hugh).— the poems and prose 

REMAINS OF ARTHUR HUGH CLOUGH. With a 
Selection from his Letters and a Memoir. Edited by his Wife. 
With Portrait. Two Vols* Crown Svo. 2is. 
'' Tahen as a whole,** the Spectator says, ** these volumes cannot 

fail to be a lasting monument of one of the most original men of 

our age,*' 

THE POEMS OF ARTHUR HUGH CLOUGH, sometuncFeUow 

of Oriel College, Oxford. Fourth Edition. Fcap. Svo. 6s, 

** From the higher mind of cultivated, all-questioning, but still conser* 

vath/e England, in this our puzzled generation, we do not know 

of any utterance in literature so characteristic as the poems of 

Arthur Hu^h Clough,"—FRASEK's Magazine. 

Clunes.— THE STORY OF PAULINE: an Autobiography. 
By G. C Clunes. Crown Svo. 6s, 
" Both for vivid ddineation of character and fluent lucidity of stvle^ 

* 77te Story of Pauline* is in the first rink of modem ficHon^*'^ 

Globe. 

Coleridge.— HUGH crichton's romance, a NovcL 

By Christabel R. Coleridge. 3 vols, crown Svo. 31^. 6d, 
Collects of the Church of England, with a beautifuUy 

Coloured Floral Design to each Collect, and Illuminated Cover. 

Crown Svo. \2s, Abo kept in various styles of morocco. 

" This is beyond question," the Art Journal says, «* the most 
beautiful book of the season,** The Guardian thinks it** a sue- 
cessful attempt to associate in a natural and unforced manner the 
flowers of our fields and gardens with the course of the Christian 
year,** 

* 

Dante.— DANTFS comedy, the hell. Translated by 

W. M. Rossetti. Fcap. Svo. doth. 5j. 

•• The aim of this translation of Dante may be summed up in one 
word—Literdlity. To follow Dante sentence for sentence, line 
for line^ word for word— neither more nor less, has been my 
strenuous endeavour,** — Author's Preface. 
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Day GOVINDA SAMANTA; OR, THE HISTORY OF A 

BENGAL RAIYAT. By the Rev. Lal Behari Day. 2 vols, 
crown 8vo. 21s. 

" T/kf biHtk presents a cariful^ minute, and wHl'drawn picture of 
Hindoo peasant A>^."— Daily News. ^ 

Days of Old ; stories from old English history. 

Bv the Author of "Ruth and her Friends." New JEdition. 

lomo. cloth, extra. 2s, 6d. 

* * Full of truthful and charming historic pictures, is everywhere vital 
with moral and religious principles, and is 'written with a brightness 
of description, and with a dramatic force in the represmtatioM of 
character, fhat have made, and tvUI always make, it one of the 
greatest favourites with refuting boys,**— NONCONFOKUIST, 

Deane. — MARJORY. By Milly Deank. Third Edition. 
With Frontispiece and Vignette. Crown 8vo. 4s. 6d, 
The Times of September i \th says it is ^^ A very touching story, full 
of promise for the after career of the authoress. It is so tenderly 
drawn, and so full of life and grace, that any attempt to analyse 
or describe it falls sadly short of the original. We will venture 
to say that few readers of any natural feeling or sensibility will 
take up ^Marjory * without reading it through at a sitting, and we 
hope we shall see more stories by the same hand** The MORNING 
Post calls it *'A deliciously fresh and charming little love story." 

Doyle (Sir F. H.)— lectures on poetry, delivered 
before the University of Oxford in 1868. By Sir Francis 
Hastings Doyle, Professor of Poetry in the University of 
Oxford. Crown 8vo. ^s, 6d, 

Elsie.— A LOWLAND SKETCH. By A. C M. Cipwn 8vo. 

JEstclIe Russell.-— By the AuUior of "The Private life of 

Galileo." New Edition. Crown Svo. 6^. 

Full of bright pictures of French life. The English famUy^ whose 
fortunesform the main drift of the story, reside mostly in France^ but 
tber^are also many English characters and scenes of^eat interest. 
It is certainly the work oj a fresh, vigorous, and most interesting 
writer, with a dash of sarcastic /mmour which is refreshing ana 
not too bitter. ** We can send our readers to it with confidence.^* 
— Spectator. 

BvatlS. — Works by Sebastian Evans. ' 

BROTHER FABIAN'S MANUSCRIPT, AND OTHER 
POEMS. Fcap. 8vo. cjloth. df, 

** In this volume we have full assurance thcU he hfkf ^the pisiop and 
the faculty divine.* . . . Clever and full of kittdfy liumfur.'*— 
Globe. 
IN THE STUDIO : A DECADE OF POEMS. Extra fcap. 
Svo. Ss. 
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* * like finest thing in the book is ^Budman in Paradise^ * a Wonderfully 
vigorouf and. beautiful story. The poem is a most remarkable one, 
full of beauty, humour , and pointed satire.^"* — Academy. 

Evans.— THE curse of immortality. By A. Eubule 

Evans. Crown*8vo. 6j. 

** Never, probably, has the legend of the Wandering Jew been more 
ably and poetically handled. The author writes as a true poet, and 
with the skill of a true artist. The plot of this remarkable drama 
is not only well contrived, but worked out with a degree of simplicity 
and truthful vigour altogether unusual in modem poetry. In fact, 
since the dcUe ofByron^s * Cain,* we can scarcely recall any verse 
at once so terse, so powerftU, and so masterly.''* — Standard. 

Pairy Book« — The Best Popular Fairy Stories. Selected and 
Rendered anew by the Author of **John Halifax, Gentleman." 
With Coloured Illustrations and Ornamental Borders by J. E. 
Rogers, Author of "Ridicula Rediviva." Crown Svo. cloth, 
extra gilt. 6j. (Golden Treasury Edition. i8mo. 4s. 6d.) 
**A delightful selection, in a delightful external form** — Spectator. 
* * A book which will prove delightful to children all the year round. ** 
— Pall Mall Gazette. 

Fawcett.— TALES in political economy. By Mil- 

licent Fawcett, Author of ** Political Economy for Beg^imers." 

Glpbe Svo. 3^. 

** The idea is a good one, and it is quite wonderful what a- mass of 
economic teaching the author manages to compress into a small 
space, . . The true doctrines of international tradf, currency, 
and tfie ratio between production and population, are set before us 
and illustrated in a masterly manner.** — ATHENi^UM. 

Fletcher,— THOUGHTS from a GIRL'S LIFK By Lucy 
Fletcher. Second Edition. Fcap. Svo. j|j. 6d, 

Garnett.— IDYLLS and epigrams. Chiefly from the Greek 
Anthology. By Richard Garnett. Fcap. Svo. 2s 6d. 
^A charming little book. For English readers, Mr. Garnett* s 
translations wUl open a new world of thought** — Westminster 
Review. 

Gilmore.— storm warriors ; or, life-bq4T work 

ON THE GOODWIN SANDS. By the Rev. John Gi^morj:, 
M.A., Rector of Holy Trinky, Ramsgate, Author of *«The 
^aiji^^^e lile-Boat," in Macmlllan*s Magazine, Second Edition. 
Crown Svo. 6s. 
** The stories, which are said to be literally exacts are more thrilling 

than anything in fiction. Mr. Gilmore has done a good work as 

well as written a good book.*' — Daily News. 

Gray.-r-THE poetical works of DAVID gray. New 
and Enlarged Edition. Edited by Henry Glassford Bell, late 
Sheriff of Lanarkshire. Crown Svo. 6j. 
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Graham.— TELL me a story. By Ennis Graham. IUus- 
trated by Walter Crane. Globe 8vo. gilt. 4j. 6d. Second 
Edition. 

** »Stf ddightjul that we are] inclined to join in the petition^ and we 
hope she may soon tell us more stories, —Atuenmvu. 

Guesses at Truth.— By Two Brothers. With Vignette 
Title and Frontispiece. New Edition, with Mempin Fcap. Svo. 
6s. Also see Golden Treasury Series. 

Halifax.— AFTER LONG YEARS. By M. C. Halifax. 
Crown 8vo. lor. 6d, 

' ' A story of very unusual merit. The entire story is well conceived, 
well iffritten, and well carried out ; and the reader wUl look 
forward with pleasure to meeting this clever author again.** -^ 
Daily News. " This is a very pretty, simple love story. 
Standard. 

Hamerton.— A PAINTER'S CAMP. Second Edition, revised. 

Extra fcap. 8vo. 6s. 

** These pages, written with infinite spirit and humour, bring into 
close roomst back upon tired hectds, the breezy airs of Lancashire 
moors and Highland lochs, with a freshness which no recent 
novelist has succeeded in preserving ** — Nonconformist. 

Harbour Bar (The).— a tale of SCOTTISH LIFE. 

Two Vols. Crown 8vo. 2iJ. 

*' The author hcts a great many of the qualifications of a novelist, 
A keen eye for the picturesque and a power of close observation afe 
indicate in this very life- like picture of fisher-life on the north" 
east coctst of Scotland,**— -hr^'B.-E.ifiMTJ'bi. 

Heaton.— HAPPY spring time. illustrated by Oscar 
Pletsch. With Rhymes for Mothers and Children. By Mrs. 
Charles Heaton. Crown 8vo. cloth extra, gilt edges, y. 6d. 
'* The pictures in this iook are capital.** — ATHENiEVM. 

Hervey.— DUKE ERNEST, a Tragedy; and other Poem*. 
Fcap. 8vo. 6s. 

*' Conceived in pure taste and true historic feeling, and presented with 
pt$tch dramatic force. .... Thoroughly original.** — British 
Quarterly. 

HigginSOn.— MALBONE : An Oldport Romance. By T. W. 
HiGGlNSON. Fcap. 8vo. zr. 6d. 

Hillside Rhymes — Extra fcap. 8vo. 5^. 

Holland. — HARTLEIGH; a Novel. By Penelope Holland. 

Crown 8vo. 
Home.— BLANCHE LISLE, and other Poems. By Cecil 

Home. Fcap. 8yo. 4^. 6d. 

Hood (Tom).— THE pleasant tale of PUSS AND 
ROBIN AND THEIR FRIENDS, KITTY AND BOB. 
Told in Pictures by L. Frolich, and in Rhymes by ToM Hood. 
Crown 8vo. gilt 3j. 6d. 
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. ** The volume is prettily got up, and is sure to be a favouriU in ^ 
nursefy"—ScoTSNL/LS. *'Iferr Frolich has outdone himseif in 
his pictures of this dramatic chase,"— MOKSING Post. 

Irving (Washington.)— OLD Christmas. From the 

Sketch Book. With upwards of lOO Illustrations by Randolph 

Caldecott, engraved by J. D. Cooper. Second Edition. Crown 

8vo. cloth elegant 6s, 

* * This little volume is indeed a gem, "— Daily J»Iews. " Ofu of the 
best and prettiest volumes we have seen this year, .... All the 
illustrations are equally charming and equally worthy of the im^ 
mortal words to which they are wedded,^^— Saturday Review. 

Keary (A.)— Works by Annie Keary :— 
CASTLE DALY: THE STORY OF AN IRISH HOME 
THIRTY YEARS AGO. Second and cheaper Edition. 2 vols, 
crown 8vo. 21s, 

" JSxtremely touching, and at the same time thoroughly amusing/* — 
Morning Post. 
JANETS HOME. New Edition. Globe 8vo. 2J. 6d, 
CLEMENCY FRANKLYN. New Edition. Globe 8vo. 2s. 6d. 
** Full of wisdom and goodness, simple, truthful, and artistic, . . // 
is capital as a story; better still in its pure tone and wholesome 
influence, " — Globe. 
OLDBURY. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s, 

**This is a very powerfully written story, ^"^ — Globe. "7>5w is a 
really excellent «w^/."— Illustrated London News, " The 
sketches of society in Oldbury are excellent. The pictures of child 
life are full of truth," — Westminster Review. 
Keary (A. and E.)— Works by A. and E. Keary:— 
THE LITTLE WANDERLIN, and other Fairy Tales. i8ma 2s. 6d. 
" The tales are fanciful and well written, and they are sure to win 
favour amongst little readers,*'^ — ATHENiBUM. 
THE HEROES OF ASGARD. Tales from Scandmavian 
Mythology. New and Revised Edition, Illustrated by Huard. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. 4J. 6d. 

" Told in a light and amusing stvle, which, in its drollery and 
quaintness, reminds us of our ola favourite Grimm,'*— TiiA^:s. 
Kingsley. — Works by the Rev. Charles Kingsley, M.A., 
Rector of Eversl^, and Canon of Westminster : — 
WESTWARD HO I or, The Voyages and Adventures of Sir 
Amyas Leigh. Twelfth Edition. Crown 8vo. dr. 
Eraser's Magazine ccdls it ** almost the best historical navd of 
the day:* 
TWO YEARS AGO. Seventh Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s. 
"Mr, Kingsley hcu provided us all along with such pleasant diversions 
— such rich ana brightly tinted glimpses of natural history, such 
suggestive remarks on mankind, society, and all sorts of topics, 
that amidst the pleasure of the way, the circuit to be made will be by 
most forgotten, '^—Guardian. 
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XmgSley {i^^.y-^onHnued, 

HYPATIA ; or, New Foes with an Old Face. Eighth Edition. 
Crown 8vo. dr. 

HEREWARD THE WAKE— LAST OF TiHE ENGLISH. 
Fourth Editioh. Crown 8vo. dr. 

YEAST : A Problem. Seventh Edition. Crown Svo. Sj. 

^LTON LOCKE. New Edition. With a New Preface. Crown Svo. 

The author shows ^ to quote the Spectatok, ^* what it is that con^ 
stitutes th^ true Christian, God-fearing, man^iving gentleman,^^ 

THE WATER BABIES. A Faiiy Tale for a Land Baby. New 
Edition, with additional Illustrations by Sir Noel Paton, R.S. A., 
and P. Skelton. Crown 8vo. cloth, extra gilt. 5j. 
^* In fiin, in humour, and in innocent imagination, as a child's 

book we do not know its equaV^ — London Review. "J/r. 

Kingsley must have the credit of revealing to us a ned order of life, 

. . . There is inth^ * IVcUer Babies ' an abundance of wit, fun, 

good humour, geniality, elan, ^." — Times. 

THE HEROES ; or, Greek Fair^ Tales for my Children. With 
Coioured Illustrations. New Edition. i8mo. 4f. dd, 
**Wiedo not think these heroic stories have ever been more attractively 
told, . . There is a deep under-current of religious feeling traceable 
throughout its pages which is sure to influence young readers power '- 
fully?*— iJy^-DOVi Review. ** One of the chUdrer^s books thai 
will surely become a classic J* — Nonconformist. 

PHAETHON ; or, Loose Thoughts for Loose Thinners. Third 
Edition. Crown Svo. zs, 

" The dialogue of ^ Pkaethon* has striking beauties, and its sugges* 
tions may m^et half-way many a latent doubt, and, like a light 
breeze, lift from the soul clouds thai are gathering heavily, and 
threatening to settle down in misty gloom on the summer of many 
a fair and promising young life.^^ — Spectator. 

pOEMS; including The Saint's Trajgedy, Andromeda, Songs, 

Ballads, etc. Complete Collected Edition. Extra fcapu ^o. 6s, 

7%^ Spectator calls '* Andromeda" ^Uhe finest piece 0f English 

hexameter verse thai has ever been written. It is ^ volume 

which many readers will be glad to possess," 

PROSE IDYLLS. NEW AND OLD. Third Editi(». Crown 

?vo. 5^. 

Contents :— -4 Charm of Birds; Chalk-Stream Studies; The 
Fens ; My Winter' Garden ; From- Ocean to Sea; North Detfon. 

** Altogether a delightful book, . , • , It exhibits the authof^s best 
traits, and cannot fail to infect the reader with a love of nature 
and of out-door life and its enjoyments. It is well calculated to 
bring a gleam of summer with its pleasant associations, into the 
bleak winter-time ; while a better companion for a summer ramble 
could hardly be found." — British Quarterly Reviev^, 
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Kingsley (H.)— Works by Henry Kingsley :— 
TALES OF OLD TRAVEL. Re-narrated. With Eight fiOl-page 
Illustrations by HuARD. Fourth Edition. Crown 3vo. clotS, 
extra gilt. 5^. 

^^We know no better book for those who want knowledge or seek to 
refresh it. As for the *" sensational^ most novels ar^ tame com- 
pared with these narratives^'' — Athenaeum. ^^ Exactly t)ie book 
to interest and to do good to intelligent and high-spirited boys,** — 
Literary Churchman. 

THE LOST CHILD. With Eight Illustrations by Frolich. 
Crown 4to. cloth gilt. 3J. 6d, 

^* A pathetic story, and told so as to give children an interest in 
Australian ways and scenery, "— Globe. * * Very charmingly and 
very touchingly told.'* — Saturday Review. , 

Knatchbull-Hugessen.— Works by E. H. Knatchbull. 

HUGESSEN, M.P. : — 

Mr, Knatchbull- Hugessen has won for himself a rotation eu 
a teller of fairy-totes, ^* His powers^* \says th^ Times, 
^^are of a very high order ; light and brilliant narrative flows 
from his pen, and is fed by an invention as graceful as it is inex- 
haustible,** ** Children reading his stories,** the Scotsman says, 
^*or hearing them read, will have their minds refreshed and in* 
vigoratedas much as their bodies would be by abundance of fresh 
air and exercise,** 

. STORIES FOR MY CHILDREN. ^With IHustrastions. Fifth 

Edition. Crown 8yo. 5j. 

** The stories are charming, and full of life andfun,^* — Standarp. 
** The author has an imagination as fanciful as Qrimm himself, 
while some of his stories are superior to anything tkat Hans Chris' 
tian Andersen has written,** — Nonconformist. 

CRACKERS FOR CHRISTMAS. Mote Stories. With IflMfaa- 
tions by Jellicqe and Elwes. Fifth Editipn. Cro^yggiSyp. 5j. 
^' A fctscinating little volume, which will trwke kpfn frijmdf it^ every 
hmsehold in which there are children,** —"D^in NjEW$. 

MOONSHINE: Fairy Tales. With Illustrations by W. Brunton. 
Seventh Edition. Crown Svo. doth gik. 5^. 
^* A volume of fairy tales, written not only for ungrown children, 
but for bigger, and if you are nearly wfirH put, or sick, or sorry % 
you will find it good reading, ** — Graphic * * The mast charming 
volume of fairy tales which me heme ever reeul, . . . We cannot qmt 
this very pleasant book without a word cf praise to its illustrator, 
Mr, Brunton from first to last has done a4mire^ly,**'^TViAis.s, 

TALES AT TEA-TIME. Fairy Stories. With Seven Jllustra- 

tions by W. Brunton. Fifth Edition. Crown 8vo. cloth gpilt. $s. 

** Capitally illustrated by W, Brunton, , , , In frolic andfan^ they 

are quite equal to his other books. The author knows how to write 

fairy stories as they should be written. The whole book is full of 

the most delightful drolleries,**— Tu&^s. 
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Kingslcy (H.)— f««^«««/. 
QUEER FOLK. FAIRY STORIES. Dlustrated by S. E. 
WALLS&. Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo. CbthgUt. 5/. 
^Decidedly the authat's happiest eff<nrt, . . . One of the best story 
books of the year y — HOUB. 

KnatchbuU-Hugessen (Louis). — the history of 

PRINtE PERRYPETS. A Faiiy Talc. By Louisa Knatch- 
BULL-HuGBSSBN. With Eight lUustiadons by Wbjgand. 
New Edition. Crown 4to. cloth gilt jx. &/. 
"^ grand and exciting fairy tale,^^ — Morning Post. **-4 diUdous 

piece of fairy nonsense,^* — ILLUSTRATED London News. 
Knox.— SONGS OF CONSOLATION. By IsA Craiq Knox. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. ClotH extra, gilt edges. 4J. 6d, 
" The verses are truly sweet ; there is in them not only much genuine 

poetic quality^ but an ardent, flowing devotedness, and a peculiar 

skill in propounding theological tenets in the most graceful way^ 

which any divine might envy" — Scotsman. 
Latham.— SERTUM SHAKSPERIANUM, Subnexis aUqnot 
aliunde excerptis fioribus. Latine reddidit Rev. H. Latham, 
M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. 5^. 

Life and Times of Conrad the Squirrel, a Story 

for Children. By the Autiior of " Wandering WiUie," "Effie^s 
Friends," &c. With a Frontisifiece by R. Farren. Second 
Edition. Crown Svo. 3^. 6d, • 

** Having commenced on the first page, we were compelled to go on to 

the conclusion, and this we predict will be the case with every one 

who openrihe book^ — Pall Mall Gazette. 
Little Estella, and other FAIRY TALES FOR THE YOUNG. 
i8mo. cloth extra. 2s. 6d. 
" This is a fine story, and we thank heaven for not being too wise to 

enjoy it.*'^BAlLY News. 

Lome (Marquis of ).— guido and lita : A tale of 

THE RIVIERA. A Poem by the Marquis of Lorne. Third 
I Edition. Small 4to. cloth elegant, with Illustrations. Js. 6d, 

** Lord Lorne has the gifts of expression as well as the feelings of a 
poet, — ^TlMB& " A volume of graceful aud harmonius verse,*^ — 
Standard. ** We may congratulate the Marquis on something 
more than a mere succh (Pestime.*^ — Graphic. ** Lucidity of 
thought and gracefulness of expression abound in this attractive 
poem,^^ — ^Morning Post. 
Lowell. — Works by J. Russell Lowell :— 
AMONG MY BOOKS. Six Essays. Dryden — Witchcraft — 
Shakespeare once More — New England Two Centuries Ago — 
Lessing — Rousseau and the Sentimentalists. Crown Svo. 7^. 6d, 
COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS of James Russell Lowell, 
With Portrait, engraved by Jeens. i8mo. cloth extra. 4J. td. 
**All readers who are able to recognise and appreciate genuine verse 
will give a glad welcome, to this beautifiU little volume^ — Pall 
Mall Gazette. 
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Lyttelton. — Works by Lord Lyttelton :— 
THE "COMUS" OF MILTON, rendered into Greek Verse. 

Extra fcap. Svo. 5^. 
THE "SAMSON AGONISTES" OF MH-TON, rendered into 
Greek Verse. Extra fcap. Svo. df. td, 

^* Classical in spirit^ full of force^ and ime to the orfginal" 
— Guardian. 
Macdonell.— FOR the king's dues. By Agnes Mac- 
DONELL, Author of ** Martin's Vineyard." Crown Svo. los, 6d, 
**Itis rarely that so pleasant and unaffected piece of fiction finds its 
way into the reviewer's ^iwfr."— -Court Circular. **// w 
bri^ht^ pleasant, and wholesome !{, . An exceedingly tender^ 
natural, and fascinating little love story.^^ — Morning Post. 
Maclaren.— THE fairy family, a series of Ballads and 
Metrical Tales illustrating the Fairy Mythol<^ of Europe. By 
Archibald Maclaren. With Frontispiece, Illustrated Title, 
and Vignette. Crown Svo. gilt 5j. 

" A successful attempt to translate into the vernacular some oj the 
Fairy Mythology of Europe, The verses are very good. There is 
no shirking difficulties of rhyme, and the ballad metre which is 
oftenest employed has a great deal of the kind of 'go ' which we find 
so seldom outside the pages of Scott, The book is of permanent 
2/fl/«^."r-GUARDIAN. 

Macmillan's Magazine.— Published Monthly. Price IS. 

Volumes I. to XXXII. are now ready. 7^. 6d, each. 
Macquoid. — patty. By Katharine S. Macquoid. Third 
and Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo. 6s. . 

" A book to be r«x^."— Standard. " A powerful and fascinating 
story,'' — Daily Telegraph. TheGLOBE.considers.it **wai- 
written, amusing, and interesting^ and has the merit of being out 
of the ordinary run of novels'' 

Maguire,— YOUNG prince marigold, and other 

FAIRY STORIES. By the late John Francis Maguire, M.P. 

Illustrated by S. E. Waller. Globe Svo. gilt 4J. td, 

** Tlu author has evidently studied the ways at^ tastes of children and 

got at the secret of amusing them ; and has succeeded in what is not 

so easy a task as it may seem — in producing a really good children's 

book"—DAiiY Telegraph. 

Massey.— songs of the noontide rest. By Lucy 

Massey, Author of " Thoughts from a Girl's Life." Fcap. Svo. 

doth extra. 4s. 6d. 

Masson (Professor).— works by David Masson, M.A., 

Professor of Rhetoric and English Literature in the University 

of Edinburgh. 
WORDSWORTH, SHELLEY, KEATS, AND OTHER 

ESSAYS. Crown Svo. 5^. 
CHATTERTON : A Story of the Year 1770. Crown Svo. 5^. 
THE THREE DEVILS: LUTHER'S, MILTON'S, and 

GOETHE'S ; and other Essays. Crown Svo. 5j. 
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Mazini.— IN the golden shell ; A Story of Palermo. By 
Linda Mazini. With lUustraitions. Globe Svo. clbtb gilt. 4^. 6(L 
** As beautiful and bright and fresh as the scenes to which it tuafts 
u$ over the btue Mediterranean^ and eu pure and innocent, Sut 
piquanp and sprightly as the little girl who plays the part of its 
heroine^ is this admirable little book."— r-li.rAJSTRATKD LONDON 
News. 

MerivalCi— KEATS» Hyperion, rendei«d into LatSn Verse. 
^ C. Mbrtvale, B.D. Second Edition; Exim fcap; 8vo. 
35r. 6rf; 

Mitner.— THte LtLY OF LUMLEY. By Edith Mjlner. 
Croi^ 8vo. 7j. 6d. 

Milton's Poetical Works,— Edited with Text collated from 
the best Authorities, with Introduction and Notes by David 
Masson. Three vols* 8vo. 42s. With Three Portraits (engraved by 
C. H. Jeens and Radcliffe. (Uniiorm with the Cambridge 
Shakespeare.) 

Mistral (F.) — MIRELLE, a Pastoral Epic oi Provence. . Trans- 
lated by H. Crichton. Extra fcap. 8vo. 6s. 
" It would be hard to overpraise the sweetness and pleasing freshness 
of this charming epic.^-^ATKEi^MVM. 

Mitford (A. B.)— tales OF OLD JAPAN. By A, B. 

MiTFORD, Second Secretary to the British. Legation in Japan. 

With Illustrations drawn and cut on Wood by Japanese Artists. 

New and Cheaper Edition; Crown 8vo. 6r. 

" Th^ will always be interesting as memotials of a most exceptional 
society; while, regarded simply as taies, they are sparkling, sensa* 
tional, and dramatic, and the originality of theiY ideas and the 
' quaintness of their language give them a most tapfhfoting piquancy. 
The illustrations are extremely interesting, and for the curious in 
such matters have a special and parttculat" z/alue." — Pall Mall 
Gazette. 

Morgan.— BARON BRUNO ; OR, THE UNBELIEVING 
PHILOSOPHER, AND OTHER FAIRY STORIES. By 
Louisa Morgan. Illustrated by R. Caldecott. Crown 8vo. gilt. 5^. 
** 77ie prettiest collection of stories we ha^e seen for a long time. 
One and all are graceful and dreamy little prose-po^ms with some- 
thing of the bewitching pathos of Hans Christian Anderset^s^ 
* Little Mermaid,^ and ^Eleven Swans' "—Examiner. 

Mr. Pisistratus Brown, M,P,, in THlS^ HIGHLANDS. 

New Edition, with Illustrations. Crown 8vo. 3^. 6d. 

** The book is calculated to recoil pleasant memories of holidays well 
spent, and scenes not easily to be forgotten. To those who have 
never been in the Western Highlands, or sailed along the FrHh:of 
Clyde and on the Western Coast, it will seem almost like a fairy 
story. There is a charm in the volume which makes it anything 
but easy for a recuier who has opened it to put it down until the last 
page has been rt%d." — Scotsman. 
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Mrs. Jerningham's Journal, a Poem purporting to be the 

Journal of a newly-married Lady. Sebohd Edition. FcSap. 8vo. 

3J. 6d. 

^^ It is nearly a perfect gem. . We have had nothing m good for a 
long time, and those who neglect to read U are ne^scting one of 
the Jewels of contemporary history.'^ — Edinburgh Baiby Re- 
view. ** One quality in the piece^ sufficient of itself ta claim a 
moments attention^ is that it is unique— original, imked, is not too 
strong a word— in the manner of its conception cmd jexeetUion.** 
—Pall Mall Gazette. 

Mudie.— STRAY LEAVES. ByC. E. Mudie. Isfew Edition. 

Ektra fcap. 8vo. 3^. 6d, Contents :—** His and Mine'*— 

*'Night and Day'*— "One of Many," &€. 

This little volume consists of a number of poems, mostly of a genuinely 
devotional character, '* T7b^ are for the most part so exquisitely 
sweet and delicate as to be quite a marvel of composition. They are 
worthy of being laid up in the recesses of the heart, and recalled to 
memorv from time to time." — Illustrated London News. 

Murray.— THE ballads and songs of Scotland, 

in View of their Influence on the Character of the People. By 

J. Clark Murray, LL.D., Professor of Mental and Moral 

Philosophy in McGill College, Montreal. Crown 8vo. 6s, 

** Independently of the lucidity of the style in which the whole book 

is written, the selection of the examples alone would recommend it 

to favour, while the geniality of the criticism upon those examples 

cannot fail to make them highly appreciated and valuedr — 

Morning Post. 

Myers (Ernest).— the puritans. By Ernest Myers. 
Extra fcap. Svo. cloth, zs. td, 

** It is not too much to call it a really grand poem, stately and dig' 
nified, and showing not only a high poetic mind, but also great 
power over poetic expression.''^ — Literary Churchman. 

Myers (F. W. H.)— poems. ByF. W. H. Myers. Con- 
tainhig "St. Paul,'* "St. John,** and others. Extra fcap. Svo. 
4r. 6d, 

*'Itis rare to find a writer who combines to such an extent the faculty 
of communicating feelings with the faculty of euphonious expres- 
sion.'^ — Spectator. " ' *$*/. Paul'^ stands without a rival as the 
noblest religious poem 'which has been written in an age which 
beyond any other has been prolific in this class of poetry. The sub' 
limest conceptions are' expressed in language which, for richness, 
taste, and purity, we have never seen excdled'' —^OTX^ BULL. 

Nichol.— HANNIBALi A HISTORICAL DRAMA. By John 

NiCHOL, B.A. Oxon., Regius Professor of English Language and 

Literature in the University of Glasgow. Extra fcap. Svo. 7j. 6</. 

** The poem combines in no ordinary degree firmness and workman^ 

ship. After the lapse of many centuries, an English poet isfoun 

paying to the great Carthagenian the worthiest poetical tribute %fjhic 
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hcks as yet, to our knowledge, been afforded to his nobU and stainless 
#w»i/."— -Saturday Review. 

Nine Years Old.— By the Author of *'St Olave's," "When I 
was a little Girl," &c Illustrated by Frolich. Fourth Edition. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. doth gilt. 4^. 6^. 

It is beheved that this story, by the favourably known author 0/ 
" St. Olauis," will be found both highly interesting and instructive 
to the young. The volume contains eight graphic illustrations by 
Mr, L, Frolich, The Examiner says : " Whether the readers 
are nine years old, or twice, or seven times as old, they must enjoy 
this pretty volume,** 

Noel.— BEATRICE, AND OTHER POEMS. By the Hon. 
RODEN Noel. Fcap. 8vo. 6s, 

**It is impossible to read the poem through without being powerfully ' 
moved. There are passages in it which for inienHty and tender* 
ness, dear and mvid vision, spontaneous and delicate sympathy, 
may be compared with the best efforts of -our best Iknng writers,** 
—Spectator. 
Norton. — ^Works by the Hon. Mrs. Norton : — 
THE LADY OF LA GARAYK With Vignette and Frontif^iece. 
New Edition. Fcap. 8vo. 4J. 6d, 

**Full 0/ thought well expressed, and may be classed among her best 
efforts,**— Times, 
OLD SIR DOUGLAS. Cheap Edition, Globe 8vo. 2j. 6d, 
^* This varied and Iwely novel — this clever novel so full of character, 
and of fine incidental remark,** ScoTSVL AN, ** One of the 
plectsantest and healthiest stories of modern fiction,** — GLOBE. 
Oliphant. — Works by Mrs. Oliphant : — 

. AGNES HOPETOUN'S SCHOOLS AND HOLIDAYS. New 
Edition with Illustrations. Royal i6mo. gilt leaves. 4^. 6d, 
*' There are few hooks of late years more fitted to touch the heart, 
purify the feeling, and quicken and sustain right principles,** — 
Nonconformist. *^A more gracefully written story it is impos* 
' sible to desire,**— Daily News. 
A SON OF THE SOIL. New Edition. Globe 8v6. 2s. 6d. 
*'It is a very different work from the ordinary run of novels. 
The whole life of a man is portrayed in it, worked out with subtlety 
and insight,** — ^ATHENiEUM. 
THE CURATE IN CHARGE. Two vols, crown 8vo. 21s, 
Fifth Edition. 

** We can pronounce it Ofte of the happiest of her recent efforts** — 
Times. 
Olrig Grange. Edited by Hermann Kunst, Philol. Professor. 

Extra fcap. 8vo. 6j. td. 
Our Year, a Child's Book, in Prose and Verse. By the Author 
of "John Halifax, Gentleman." Illustrated by Clarence 
DoBELL. Royal i6mo. 3J. dd, 

*^Itis just the book we could wish to see in the hands of every child** 
— English Churchman. 
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Owen Gwynne's Great Work. — By the Author of 

** Wandering Willie." 2 vols, crown 8vo. 21s. 
Oxford Spectator, The. — Reprinted. Extra fcap. 8vo. 

Palgrave. — Works by Francis Turner Palgrave, M.A., late 

Fellow of Exeter College, Oxford :— 
THE FIVE DAYS' ENTERTAINMENTS AT WENTWORTH 

GRANGE. A Book for Children. With Illustrations by Arthur 

Hughes, and Engraved Title-page by Jeens. Small 4to. cloth 

extra. 6s. 

** If pfou want a really good book for both sexes and all ages^ buy 
this, ds handsome a volume of tales as youUl find in aU the 
marketj^ — ATHENiEUM. ^^Exquisite both inform and substance.^* 
— Guardian. 

LYRICAL POEMS. Extra fcap. 8vo. 6s. 

**A volume of pure quiet verse, sparkling with tender melodies, and 
alive with thoughts of genuine poetry. . . . Turn where we will 
throughout the volume, we find traces of beauty, tenderness, and 
truth ; truepoefs work, touched and refined by the master-hand oj 
a real artist, who shows his genius even in trtfies.^* — Standard. 
ORIGINAL HYMNS. Third Edition, enlai^ed, i8mo. \s. 6d. 
*' So choice, so perfect, and so refined, so tender in feeling, and so 
scholarly in expression, that we look with special interest to every- 
thing that he gives «j. "—Literary Churchman. 
GOLDEN TREASURY OF THE BEST SONGS AND LYRICS. 
Edited by F. T. Palgrave. i8mo. 4J. 6d. 

SHAKESPEARE'S SONNETS AND SONGS. Edited by F. T. 
Palgrave. Gem Edition. With Vignette Title by Jeens. 3j. 6</, 
^^ For minute elegance no volume could possibly excel the ^ Gem 
Edition.' "-—Scotsman. 

THE CHILDREN'S TREASURY OF ENGLISH SONG. 
Selected and arranged with Notes by F. T. Palgrave. In 
Two Parts, \s. each. 

Parables.— TWELVE parables of our lord. IUus- 
trated in Colours from Sketches taken in the East by McEniry, 
with Frontispiece from a Picture by John Jellicoe, and Illumi- 
nated Texts and Borders. Royal 4to. in Ornamental Binding. i6i. 
The Times calls it ^^ one of the most beautiful of modem pictorial 

works; " while the Graphic says " nothing in this style, so good, 

has ever before been published," 

Patmore.— THE CHIJ:DREN'S garland, from the Bett 

Poets. Selected and atranged by Coventry Patmore. New 

Edition. With Illustrations hy J. Lawson. . Crown 8vo. gilt dr. 

^ Golden Treasury Edition. i8mo. 4r. 6d. 

** The charming iUustraiions added to many of the poems will add 

. greatly to their value in the eyes of children.'*-^T)AiLY News. 

B 
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Pembcr.— THE tragedy of LESBOS. a Dramatic Poem. 
By £. H. Pembeil Fcap. 8vo. 4/. 6^. 

Founded upon the story of Sappho, * 'ITe tells his story loith dramatic 
force^ and in language that often rises almost to grandeur.^ — 

AXHENiBUM. 

Poole.— PICTURES OF COTTAGE LIFE IN TttE WEST 

OF ENGLAND. By Margaret E. Poole. New and Cheaper 

Edition. With Frontispiece by R. Farren. Crown 8vo. 3j. td, 

" Charming stories of peasant life^ written in something of George 

Eliofs style, . . . Ber stories could not de other than they are, as 

literal as truths as romantic as fiction^ full of pathetic touches 

and strokes of genuine humour. . . . All the stories are studies 

of actual life^ executed with no mean art." — ^TlMES. 

Population of an Old Pear Tree. From the French 

of E. Van Bruyssel. Edited by the Author of " The Heir of 

Redclyffe." With Illustrations by Becker. Cheaper Edition. 

Crown 8vo. gilt. 41. 6d. 

'* This is not a regular book of natural history ^ but a description of 
all the living creatures that came and went in a summer's day 
beneath an old pear tree, observed by eves that had for the notice 
become microscopic, recorded by a pen that finds dramas in every- 
thing, and illustrated by a dainty pencil. . . . We can hardly 
fancy anyone with a moderate turn for the curiosities of insect 
life, or for delicate French esprit, not being taken by these clever 
sketches, " — Guardian. * *A whimsical and charming little book. " 

— -A'THENiBUM. 

Prince Florestan of Monaco, The Fall of. By 

Himself. New Edition, with Illustration and Map. 8vo. doth. 

Extra gilt edges, 5j. A French Translation, 5^. Also an Edition 

for the People. Crown 8vo. is. 

** Those who have read only the extracts given, will not need to be 
told how amusing and happily touched it is. Those who read it for 
other purposes than amusement can hardly miss the sober and 
sound political lessons withwhick its light pages abound, and which 
are as much needed in England a^ by the nation to whom the author 
directly addresses his moral." —'? KWu Mall Gazette. " This 
little book if very clever, wild with animal spirits, but showing 
plenty of good sense, amid all the heedless nonsense which Jills so 
many of its pages. " — Daily News. * * In an age little remarkable 
for powers of political satire, the sparkle of the pages gives them 
every claim to welcome," — Standard. 

Rankine.— SONGS AND fables. By VV. J. McQuoRN 
Rankine, late Professor of Civil Engineering and Mechanic^ at 
Glasgow. With Illustrations, trown 8vo. ts, 

Realmah. — J3y the Author of "Friends in Council" Crown 
8vo. 6j. 

Rhoades. — poems. By James Rhoades. Fcap. 8vo. \s. 6c/. 
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Richardson.— THS ILIAD of the east, a Selection of 

Legends drawn from Valmiki's Sanskrit Poem, "The Ramayana." 

By Frederika Richardson. Crown 8vo. *js, 6d. 

" // w tmpossibleto read it without recognizing the value and interest 

of the Eastern epic. It is cu fascinating as a fairy taie^ this 

romantic poem of India, " — ^Globe. ' ' A charming volume^ which 

ift once enmeshes the reader in its snares.*^ — ATHEN-flEUM. 

feoby.— STORY OF A HOUSEHOLD, AND OTHER POEMS. 
By Mary K. Roby. Fcap. Svo. 5j. 

feogcrs,— RIDICULA REDIVIVA. Old Nursery Rhymes. 

Illustrated in Colours, by J. E. Rogers, with Ornamental Covers. 

In four parts, is, each, or complete in 1 vol. $s. 

" The most splendid, and at the same time the most recUly meritorious 
of the books specialh intended for children, that we have seen,** — 
SPECTATOR. ** l%ese large bright pictures wUl attract children to 
really good and honest artistic work^ and that ought not to be an 
ind^erent consideration with parents who propose to educate their 
children**— Vkia. Mall Gazette. 

ftbs^'etti. — Works by Christina Rossetti :— • 

POEMS. Complete Edition, containing " Goblin Market," "The 
Prince's Progress," &c. With Four Illustrations. Extra fcap. 
Svo. dr. 

SNEAKING LIKENESSES. Illustrated by Arthur Hughes. 
Crown Svo. gilt edges. 45". 6d, 

** Certain to be a delight to many a juvenile fireside circle,** — Morn- 
ing Post. 

Runaway (The), a story for the Young. By the Author of 
** Mrs. Jemingham's Journal." With Illustrations by J. Lawson. 
Globe Svo. gilt 4.r. 6d, 

** This is one of the best, if not indeed the very best, oj all the stories 
that has come before us this Christmas, • The heroines are both 
charming, and, unlike heroines, they are asjull of fun as of charms. 
It is an admirable book to read aloud to the young folk when they 
are all gathered round the fire, and nurses and other apparitions 
are still far away" — Saturday Review. 

Ruth and her Friends, a Story for Girls. With a Frontis- 
piece. Fourth Edition. iSmo. Cloth extra. 2J. dd, 
** We wish all the school girls and home-taught girls in the land had 
the opportunity of reading it** — Nonconformist. 

Scouring of the White Horse; or, the Long 

VACATION RAMBLE OF A LONDON CLERK. Illustrated 
by Doyle. Imp. i6mo. Cheaper Issue, y, dd, 

Shairp (Principal).— KILMAHOE, a Highlan'd Pastoral, with 
other Poems. By John Campbell Shairp, Principal of the 
United College, St. Andrews. Fcap. Svo. 5j. 
E 2 
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'* Kilmakoe u a Highland Pcutoral^ redolent of the warm soft air 
of the nestem lochs and moors, sketched out with remarkabli 
grace and ^icfures^ueness.^^— Satvkday , Review, 

Shakespeare.— The Works of William Shaksspkaeb. Cam- 
bridge Edition. Edited by W. George Clark, M.A. and W. 
Aldis Weight, M.A. Nine vols. 8va cloth. 4/. 14s, 6d. 
The Guardian calls it an ** excellent, and, to the student, almost 

indispensable edition ; '' and the Examiner calls it ** an unHvaUod 

edition,*' 

Shakespeare's Tempest. Edited with Glossanal and Ex- 
planatory Notes, by the Rev. J. M. Jephson. New Edition. 
l8mo. IS, 

Slip (A) in the Fens.— niustrated by the Author. Crown 
8vo. dr. 
" An artistic little volume, for every pap is a pictured — Times. "// 

•will be read with pleasure, and with a pleasure that is altogether 

innocent,*' — SATURDAY Review. 

Smedley_TWO dramatic poems. By Menella Bute 
Smedley, Author of " Lady Grace," &c. Extra fcap. 8vo. 6^. 
** May be read Tvith enjoyment and profit," — Saturday Review. 

Smith. — POEMS. By Catherine Barnard Smith. Fcap. 
8vo. 5j. 

Smith (Rev. Walter).— HYMNS OF CHRIST AND THE 
christian life. By the Rev. Walter C. Smith, M.A, 
Fcap. 8vo. 6s, 

" These are among the sweetest sacred poems we have read for a long 
time, W\th no profuse imagery, expressing a range of feeling 
and expression by no means uncommon, they are true and devoted^ 
and their pathos is ttrofound and wVw//^."— Nonconformist. 

Stanley,— TRUE to life.— a simple story. By Mary 

Stanley. Crown 8vo. 10^. td, 
' ** For many a long day we have not met with a more simple, healthy, 
and unpretending story,** — STANDARD. 

Stephen (C. E.)— the service of the POOR; being 
an Inquiry into the Reasons for and against the Establishment of 
Religious Sisterhoods for Charitable Purposes. By Caroline 
Emilia Stephen. Crown 8vo. 6j. dd, 

** It touches incidentdUy and with much wisdom and tenderness on 
so many of the relations of women, particularly of single women, 
with society, that it may be read with advantage by many who 
have never thought of entering a Sisterhood,'*—STKCTATOR, 

Stephens (J. B.)— convict once, a Poem. By J. 

Brunton Stephens. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3^. 6d, 

** It is as far more interesting than ninety-nine novels out of a 

hundnd, as it is superior to them in power, worth, and beaulv. 

We should most strongly advise everybody to read * Convict Once, * 

—Westminster Review. : 
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Streets and Lanes of a City : Being the Reminiscences 
of Amy Dutton. With a Preface by the Bishop of Salis- 
bury. Second and Cheaper Edition. Globe 8vo. 2j. 6d, 
" One of the most really striking books that has ever come before us. " 
— Literary Churchman. 

Strivelyne— THE princess OF SILVERLAND; and 
other Tales. By Elsie Strivelyne. With Frontispiece by Sir 
Noel Paton. Globe 8vo. gilt. 4J. 
" Delightfully fresh and original'* — GRAPHIC. 
" Readable and pleasant.** — ATHENiEUM. 

Thring* — school songs, a CoUection of Songs for Schools. 
With the Music arranged for four Voices. Edited by the Rev. E. 
Thring and H. Riccius. Folio. *js. 6d. 

Tom Brown's School Days. — By An Old Boy. 
Golden Treasury Edition, 4J. 6d, People's Edition, 2s. 
With Seven Illustrations lay A. Hughes and Sydney Hall 
Crown Svo. 6j. 
** The most famous bo^s book in the language.^ — Daily News. .; 

Tom Brown at Oxford.— New Edition. With Illustrations. 

Crown 8vo. 6j. 

*^ In no other work that we can call to mind are the finer qualities of 
the English gentleman more happily portrayed** — Daily News, 
•M book of great power and truth. — National Review. 

Trench. — Works by R. Chenevix Trench, D.D., Archbishop 
of Dublin. (For other Works by this Author, see Theological, 
Historical, and Philosophical Catalogues.) 

POEMS. Collected and arranged anew. Fcap. 8vo. 7j. 6^. 

HOUSEHOLD BOOK OF ENGLISH POETRY. Selected and 
arranged, with Notes, by Archbishop Trench. Second Edition. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. 5^. td. 

* • The Archbishop hcu conferred in this delightful volume an important 
gift on the whole English'Speaking papulation of the world. " — 
Pall Mall Gazette. 

SACRED LATIN POETRY, Chiefly Lyrical. Selected and 
arranged for Use. By Archbishop Trench. Third Edition, 
Corrected and Improved. Fcap. 8vo. Is. 

Trollope (Anthony). — sir harry hqtspur OF 

HUMBLETHWAITE. By Anthony Trollope, Author of 

"Framley Parsonage," etc. Cheap Edition. Globe 8vo. 2s.6d. 

The ATHENiEUM remarks : **Nd reader who begins to read this book 

is likely to lay it down until the last page is turned. This brilliant 

novel appears to us decidedly mdre successful than any other of Mr. 

Trollope s shorter stories** 
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Turner, — Works by the Rev. Charlbs Tennyson Tu&nxr :— 
SONNETS. Dedicated to his Brother, the Poet Laureate. Fcap. 

8vo. 4J. 6d, 
SMALL TABLEAUX. Fcap.Svo. A^.6d. 

Tyrwhitt — our sketching club. Letters and Studies 
on Landscape Art By Rev. R. St. John Tyrwhitt, M.A. 

[^ With an Authorized Reproduction of the Lessons and Woodcuts 
in Professor Ruskin's "Elements of Drawing.** Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo. 7^. 6d, 

Under the Limes. — Bv the Author of "Christina North." 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

" Om of the prettiest and lest told stories which it has been our 
goodjortune to read for a long time,** ^-Vaia. Mall Gazette. 

Veitch.— THE TWEED, AND OTHER POEMS. By J. 
Veitch, LL.D., Professor of Logic and Rhetoric in Glasgow 
University. Extra fcap. 8vo. 6s, 6d, 

Vittoria Colonna.— life and POEMS. By ^es. Henry 
RoscoE. Crown 8vo. gs. 

Waller,— SIX weeks in the saddle -. a Pamter*s Joun^l 
in Iceland. By S. E. Waller. Illustrated by the Author. 
Crown 8vo. 6s, 

**An exceedingly pleasant and naturally written little book. . . Mr. 
Waller has a clever pencil^ and the text is well illustrated with his 
own sketches. " — Times. 

Wandering AVillie. By the Author ot " E®eVFriends,** and 

" John Hatherton." Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 0J. 

" This is an idyll of rare truth and beauty. . . . The story is simple 

and touching^ the style of extraordinary delicacy^ precisioi^ and 

picturesqueness. , * . A charming gift-book for young ladies not 

yet promoted to novels^ and will amply repay those of their elders 

. who may give an hour to its perusal. — Daily News. 

Webster. — Works by Augusta Webster :— 

" // Mrs. Webster only remains true to herselj, she will assuredly 
take a higher rank as a poet than any woman has yet done/* — 
Westminster Review. 

DRAMATIC STUDIES. Extra fcap. 8vo. 51. 
" A volume as. strongly marked by perfect taste as by poetic power J** --^ 
Nonconformist. 

A WOMAN SOLD, AND OTHER POEMS. Crown 8vq. J4. 6d. 

**Mrs. Webster has shown us that she is able to draw admirably 
from the life; that she can observe with subtlety^ and render her 
observations with delicctcy ; that she can impersonate complex coH' . 
ceptions and venture into which few living writers can follow her,** 
—Guardian. 
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^CbstCV— continued, 
PORTRAITS. Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3J. 6d. 

**Mrs, Webstef^s poems exhibit simplicity and tenderness . , . her 
faste is perfect . . . This simplicity is combined with a subtlety of 
thoiightf feeling, and observation which demand that attention which 
only real lovers of poetry are apt to bestowy — Westminster 
Review. 
PI^OMETHEUS BOUND OF i^SCHYLUS. f^iteiaUy translated 

Into English Verse. Extra fcap. 8yo. 3j. 6</. 

**"Closeness and simplicity combined with literary skill,** — AXHS- 
NiEUM. ** Mrs, ffebster^s ' Dramatic Stt4dtes * and ' Translation 
of Prometheus'^ have won for her an honout able place among our 
female poets. She writes with remarkable vigour and dramatic 
realization, and bids fair to be the most successful claimant of Mrs, 
Browning's mantle.**^BRiTiSH Quarterly Review. 
MEDEA OF EURIPIDES. Literally translated into English 

Verse. Extra fcap. 8vo. ^s, 6d, 

** Mrs, Webster's translation surpasses our utmost expectations, ^ It is 
a photograph of the original without any oj that harshness which 
so often accompanies a photograph,"— V^E.STU.ii^si:is.R Review. 
THE AUSPICIOUS DAY. A Dramatic Poem. Extra fcap. 

8vo. $s, 

** The * Auspicious Day* shows a marked advance, not only in art, 
but, in what is of tar more importance, in breadth of thought and 
intellectual grasp.^* — Westminster Review. " This drama is 
a manifestation of high dramatic power on the part of the gifted 
writer, and entitled to our warmest admiration, as a worthy piece 
of work, ** — Standard. 
YU-PE-YA'S LUTE. A Chinese Tale in English Verse. Extra 

fcap. 8vo. 3J. 6d, 

** A very charming tale, charmingly told in dainty verse, with 
occasional lyrics of tender beauty*^ — Standard. " We close the 
book with the renewed conviction that in Mrs, Webster we have a 
profound and original poet. The book is marked nof by mere 
sweetness of melody — rare as that gift is— but by the infinitely^ 
rarer gifts of dramcOic power, of passion, and sympathdic insight 
—Westminster Review. 

When I was a Little Girl, stories for childreij. 

By the Author of **St Olave's." Fifth Edition. Extra fcap. 

8vo. 4^; 6di With Eight Illustrations by L. FRttLicri. 

** At the head, and a long way ahead, of alt books [for girls, we 
place « WhAi I was a Little Girl,* "—Times. *^It is one of the 
choicest morsels of child-biography which we have met with,** — 
Nonconformist. 

White — ^RHYMES BY WALTER WHITE. 8vo. p, 6d. 

Whittier,— joHpr greenleaf whittier's poetical 

WORKS. Complete Edition, with Portrait engravod by C. H. 
JssNS. i8mo. 4J, dd. 
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" Mr. Wkittier has all the smooth tndody and the pathos of the author 
of * Hiawatha f* with a greater nicety of description and a 
quainter fancy "-^RAmic, 

Willoughby.— FAIRY GUARDIANS. A Book for^the Young. 
By F. Willoughby. Illustrated. Crown 8vo. gilt. 5^. 
**A dainty and delicious tale of the good old-fashioned type" — 
Saturpay Review. 

Wolf.— THE LIFE AND HABITS OF WILD ANIMALS. 

Twenty Illustrations by Joseph Wolf, engraved by J. W. and E. 

Whymper. With descriptive Letter-press, by D. G. Elliot, 

F.L.S. Super royal 4to, cloth extra, gilt edges. 21s, 

This is the last series of drawings which will be made by Mr, WblJ, 
either upon wood or stone. The Pall Mall Gazette says : 
** The fierce, untameable side of brute nature has never received a 
more robust and vigorous interpretation, at^d the various incidents 
in which particular character is shown are set forth with rare dra- 
matic power. For excellence that will endure, we incline to place 
this hery near the top of the list of Christmas books." And the 
Art Journal observes, *^ Rarely, if ever, have we seen animal 
life more forcibly and beautifully depicted than in this really 
splendid volume." 
Also, an Edition in royal folio, handsomely bound in Morocco 

elegant, Proofs before Letters, each Proof signed by the Engravers. 
Wollaston.— LYRA DEVONIENSIS. ByT. V. Wollaston, 

M.A. Fcap. 8vo. y. 6d. 

** It is the work of a man of refined taste, of deep religious sentiment, 
a true artist, and a good Christian." — Church Times. 

Woolner.— MY beautiful lady. By Thomas Woolnkr. 

With a Vignette by Arthur Hughes. Third Edition. Fcap. 

8vo. 5J. 

** No man can read this poem without being struck by the fitness and 
finish of the workmamhip, so to speak, as well as by the chastened 
and unpretending loftiness of thought which pervades the whole," 
— Globe. 

Words from the Poets. Selected by the Editor of ** Rays 
of Sunlight" With a Vignette and Frontispiece. iSmo. limp., is, 
*' The selection aims at popularity ^ and deserves //."—Guardian. 
Yonge (C. M.) — Works by Charlotte M. Yonge. 

THE HEIR OF REDCLYFFE. Twenty-second Edition. With 
Illustrations. Crown 8vo. ds, 

HEARTSEASE. Fifteenth Edition. With Illustrations. Crown 
8vo. df. . . 

THE DAISY CHAIN. Thirteenth Edition. With Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo. df. 

THE TRIAL: MORE LINKS OF THE DAISY CHAllt^. 
Thirteenth Edition. With Illustrations. Crown Svo. ts. 

DYNtEVOR ITERRACE. Seventh Edition. Crown Svo. 6s. 

HOPES AND FEARS. Fifth Edition. Crown Svo. df. 

THE YOUNG STEPMOTHER. Sixth Edition. Crown Svo. 6j. 
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Yonge (C. M.)— continued, 
CLEVER WOMAN OF THE FAMILY. Fourth Edition. 

Crown 8vo. dr. 
THE DOVE IN THE EAGLE'S NEST. Fifth Edition. 
Crown 8vo. dr. 

** We think the authoress of * The Heir of Redely ffe* has surpassed 
her previous efforts in this illuminated chronicle of the olden time, " 
— British Quarterly. 
THE CAGED LION. Illustrated. Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s. 
** Prettily and tenderly written, and will with young people especially 
be a great favourite." — Daily News. " Everybody should read 
this. — ^Literary Churchman. 
,THE CHAPLET OF PEARLS; QR, THE WHITE AND 
BLACK RIBAUMONT. Crown 8vo. 6j. Fourth Edition. 
** Miss Yonge has brought a lofty aim as wdl as high art to the con^ 
struction of a story which may claim a place among the best efforts 
in historical romance.**— Morning Post. ** The plot, in truth, 
is of the very first order of merit.** — Spectator. ** We have 
seldom read a more charming story.** — Guardian. 

THE PRINCE AND THE PAGE. . A Tale of the Last Crusade. 

Illustrated. i8mo. 2s. 6d. 

" A tale which, we are sure, will give pleasure to many others besides 
the young people for whom it is specially intended. . . . ITUs 
extremely prettily-told story does not require the guarantee afforded 
by the name of the author of * The Heir of Redclyffe* on the title- 
page to ensure its becoming a universal favourite.** — Dublin 
Evening Mail. 

, f HE. LANCES OF LYNWOOD. New Edition, with Coloured 
Illustrations. i8mo.. 4^. 6d. 
■ ** The illustrations are very spirited and rich in colour, and the 
story can hardly faU to charm the youthful reculer. ** — ^Manchester ' 
Examiner. 
THE LITTLE DUKE : RICHARD THE FEARLESS. New 
Edition. Illustrated. i8mo. zs. 6d. 

A STOREHOUSE OF STORIES. First and Second Series. 
Globe 8vo. 3/. 6d, each. 

Contents op First Series :— History of Philip Quarll— 
Goody Twoshoes — The Governess— Jemima Placid — ^The Perambu- 
lations of a Mouse — ^The Village School — ^The Little Queen — 
History of Little Jack. 
** Miss Yonge hcu done great service to the infancy of this generation 

by putting these eleven stories of sage simplicity within their reach.** 

— British Quarterly Review. 

Contents of Second Series : — Family Stories — Elements of 
Morality — A Puzzle for a Curious Girl — Blossoms of Morality. 

A BOOK OF GOLDEN DEEDS OF ALL TIMES AND ALL 
COUNTRIES. Gathered and Narrated Anew. New Edition, 
with Twenty Illustrations by Frolich. Crown 8vo. cloth gilt, 6j. 
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Yonge (C. M.)—conHnued. 

(See also Goldxn Treasury Series). Cheap Edition, is' 
•* We hatfe seen no prettier gift-hook for a long time, and none wAicA, 
both for its cheapness and the spirit in which it has been compiled^ 
is more deserving of praise, " — Athenaum. 

LITTLE LUCY'S WONDERFUL GLOBE. Pictured, by 
Frowch, and narrated by Charlotte M. Yonge. Second 
Edition. Crown 4to. clotn gilt. dr. 
**^ Lucys Wbnderfi$l Globe* is capital^ and will give its youthful 

readers more idea of foreign countries and customs than any number 

of books of geography or travel, " — Graphic. 

CAMEOS FROM ENGLISH HISTORY. From RoLLO to 
Edward II. Extra fcap. 8vo. 5J. Third Edition, enlarged. 5x. 

A Second Series. THp WARS IN FRANCE. Third Edition. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. Si. 

** Instead of dry details,*^ says the Nonconformist, "w^ have 
living pictures, faithful, vivid, and striking.*^ 

Fs and Q's ; OR, THE QUESTION OF PUTTING UPON. 

With Illustrations by C. O. MtJRRAY. Third Edition.^ Globe 

Svo. cloth gilt 4J. 6a. 

** One of her most successful little pieces .... just what a narraiiue 
should be, each incident simply and naturally related, no preaching 
or moralizing, and yet the moral coming out most pinverftdly, and 
the whole story not too long, or with the least appearance of being 
spun out^—LiTHKARY Churchman. 

THE PILLARS OF THE HOUSE; or, UNDER WODE, 
UNDER RODE. Cheaper Edition. Two vols, crown Svo. 12s. 
** A domestic story of English professional life, which for sweetness 
of tone and absorbing interest from first to last has never been 
rivalled" — Standard. " Miss Yonge has certainly added to 
her cUready high reputation by this charming book, which keeps the 
reader's cUtention fixed to the end. Indeed we are only sorry there is 
not another volume to come, and part with the Underwood family 
with sincere regret,'* — Court Circular. 

LADY HESTER; or, URSULA'S NARRATIVE. Second 

Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s, 

** We shall not anOcipaie the interest by epitomizing the plot, but wt 

shall only say that readers will find in it all the gracefulness, right 

feeling, and delicate perception which they have been long cfcc^stomsd 

to look for in Miss Yong^s writings** — ^Guardian. 

MY YOUNG ALCIDES; or, A FADED PHOTOGRAPH. 

Fourth Edition. Two vols. Crown Svo. 12^. 

** Marked by all the perfect and untiring freshness that always 
charm us in Miss Yonge" s navels.** — Graphic. ** I he story is 
admirably told, and extremely interesting.** — Standard. 
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GOLDEN TREASURY SERIES. rj 

MAGMILLAN'8 GOLDEN TREASURY*! SERIES. 

Uniformly printed in i8mo., with Vignette Titles by Sir 
Noel Paton, T. Woolner, W. Holman K[unt, J. E. 
MiLLAis, Arthur Hughes, &c. Engraved on Steel by 
Jeens. Bound in extra cloth, 45. 6d, each volume. Also 
kept in morocco and calf bindings. 

" Messrs. Macmillan have, in their Golden Treasury Series, especially 
provided editions of standard works, volumes of selected poetry,, and 
original compositions, which entitle this series to 'be called classical. 
Nothing can be better than the literary execution, nothing more 
elegant than the material worhmanship."— BRITISH QUARTERLY 
Review. 

The Golden Treasury of the Best Songs apd 
LYRICAL POEMS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 

Selected and arranged, with Notes, by Francis Turner 

Palgrave. , 

** This delightful little volume, the Golden Treasury, which contains 
many of the best original lyrical pieces and songs in our language, 
grouped with care and skill, so as to illustrate each other like the 
pictures in a well-arranged gallery J*^ — Quarterly Review. 

The Children's Garland from the best Poets. 

Selected and arranged by Coventry Patmore. 

" // ituludes specimens of all the great masters in the art of poetry^ 
selected with the matured judgment of a man concentrated on 
obtaining insight into the feelings and tastes of childhood^ and 
desirous to awaken its finest impulses, to cultivate its keenest sensi^ 
bilities.^^—MoKiJUiiG Post. 

The Book of Praise. From the Best English Hymn Writer*. 

Selected and arranged by Lord Selbourne. A New and ' En' 

larged Edition. 

** All previous compilations of this kind must undeniably for the 
present give place to the Book of Praise, . . . The selection has 
been made throughout with sound judgment and critical tcute, 71u 
pains involved in this compilation must have^ been immense^ em- 
bracing, IS it does, every writer of note in this special province oj 
English literature, and ranging over the most widely divergent 
tracks of religious thought.^' ^Satvkday REVIEW. 
The Fairy Book ; the Best Popular Fairy Stories. Selected 

and rendered anew by the Author of ** John Halifax, 

Gentleman." 

" A delightful selection, in a delightful external form ; full of the 
physical splendour and vast opulence of proper fairy^ tales.^* — 
Spectator. 

The Ballad Book, a Selection of the Choicest British Ballads. 
Edited by' William Allingham. 
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'* His taste as a Judge o/oldpoOry will be founds by all acquainted with 
the various readings of old English ballads^ true enough to justify 
his undertaking so critical a toj/t."— Saturday Review. 

The Jest Book. The Choicest Anecdotes and Sayings. Sdected 

alid arranged by Mark Lemon. 

•* The fullest and best Jest book that has yet appeared?'— ShnTBin AY 
Review. , 

Bacon's Essays and Colours of Good and Evil. 

With Notes and Glossarial Index. By W. Aldis Wright, 

M.A. 

** nU beautiful little edition of Bacon's Essays^ now before us, does 
credit to the taste and scholarship of Mr, Aldis Wright, . , , Is 
puts the reader in possession of all the essential literary facts and 
chronology necessary for reading the Essays in connection with 
Bacotis Itfe and times.'' — Spectator. 

The Pilgrim's Progress from this World to that which is to 
come. By John Bunyan. 
" A beautiful and scholarly reprint," Sv^CTKTO^ 

The Sunday Book of Poetry for the Young. 

Selected and arranged by C. F. Alexander. 

**A well-selected volume of Sacred Poetry,"— Sfjlctatok, 

A Book of Golden Deeds of All Times and All Countries 
Gathered and narrated anew. By the Author of ** The Heir of 
Redclyffe.*' 

**. . . To the young, Jor whom it is especially intended, as a , most 
interesting collection of thrilling tales well told; and to their elders, 
as a useful handbook of reference, and a pleasant one to take up 
when their wish is to while away a weary half hour. We have 
seen no prettier gift-book for a longtime," — ATHENiEUM. 

The Poetical Works of Robert Bums. Edited, with 

Biographical Memoir, Notes, and Glossary, by Alexander 
Smith. Two- Vols. 

** Beyond all question this is the most beautiful edition of Burns 
yet out,*'— Edivbvkgk Daily Review. 

The Adventures of Robinson Crusoe. Edited from 

the Original Edition by J. W. Clark, M.A. Fellow of Trmity 

College, Cambridge. 

** MtUilated and modifiea editions of this English classic are so much 
the rule, thai a cheap and pretty copy of it, rigidly exact to the 
original, will be a prize to many book-buyers," — Examiner. 

The Republic of Plato, translated into English, with 
Notes by J. LI. Davies, M.A. and D. J. Vaughan, M.A. 
*M dainty and cheap little edition," — Examiner. 

The Song Book. Words and Tunes from the best Poets and 
Musicians. Selected and arranged by John Hull ah, Professor 
of Vocal Music in King's Collie, London. 
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*^ A choice collection of the sterling songs of England^ Scotland^ and 
Ireland^ with the music of each prefixed to the Words, How much 
true wholesome pleasure such a book can dijffuse^ and will diffuse^ 
we trust through many thousand families" — Examiner. 

La Lyre Francaise. Selected and arranged, with Notes, by 
GusTAVE Masson, French Master in Harrow School. 
A selection oj the best French songs and lyrical pieces. 

Tom Brown's School Days. By An Old Boy. 

" A perfect gem of a book. The best and most healthy book cdmU 
boysjor boys that ever was written,^^ — Illustrated Times. 
A Book of Worthies. Gathered from the Old Histories and 
written anew by the Author of " The Heir of Redclyffe," 
With Vignette. 

^^ An admirable addition to an admirable series,^* — Westminster 
Review. 
A Book of Golden Thoughts. By Henby Attwbll, 

Knight of the Order of the Oak Crown. 
" Mr, Attwdlhas produced a book of rare value .... Happily it 
is small enough to be carried about in the pockety and of such a com- 
panion it would be difficult to weary"— V ALL Mall Gazette. 

Guesses at Truth. By Two Brothers. New Edition. 

The Cavalier and his Lady. Selections from the Works 
of the First Duke and Duchess of Newcastle. With an Intro- 
ductory Essay by Edward Jenkins, Author of **Ginx*s Baby," &c. 
** ^ charming little volume." — Standard. 

Theologia Germanica. — iWhich setteth forth many fair Linea- 
ments of Divine Truth, and saith very lofty and lovely things^ 
touching a Perfect Life. Edited by Dr. Pfeiffer, from the only 
complete manuscript yet known. Translated from the German, 
by Susanna Winkworth. With a Preface by the Rev. Charles 
KiNGSLEY, and a Letter, to the Translator by the Chevalier 
Bunsen, D.D. 

Milton's Poetical Works. — Edited, with Notes, &p., by 
Professor Masson. Two vols. i8mo. 9^. 

Scottish Song, a Selection of the Choicest Lyrics of Scotland. 
Compiled and arranged, with brief Notes, by Mary Carlyle 

Aitkin. , « . , « . „ . 

" Miss Aitkin's exquisite collection of Scottish Song ts so alluring, 
and suggests so many topics, OuU we find it difficult to lay it down. 
The book is one that should find a place in every library, we had 
almost said in every pocket, and the summer tourist who wishes to 
carry with him into the country a volume of genuine poetry, will 
find it difficult to select one containing within so small a compass 
so much of rarest value," — Spectator. 
Deutsche Lyrik, — ^The Golden Treasury of the best German 

Lyrical Poems, selected and arranged with Notes and Literary 

Introduction. By Dr. Buchheim. 
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MAGMILLAN'S GLOBE LIBRARY. 

BanUifutfy frinUd on toned paper and bound in cloth extra^ gilt 
^fges, price 4J. (id, each ; in cloth plain^ jr. 6d, Also kept in a 
variety of ca^and morocco bindings at moderate prices. 

Books, Wordsworth says, are 

"the spirit breathed 
By dead men to their kind ; " 

and the aim of the publishers of the Globe Library has 
been to make it Possible for the universal kin of English- 
speaking men to hold communion with the loftiest " spirits 
of the mighty dead ; " to put within the reach of all classes 
complete and accurate editions, carefully and cleArly printed 
upon the best paper, in a convtenient fortn, at a moderate 
price, of the works Of the masi-er-minds of English 
LiTEltATURE, and occasionally of foreign literature in an 
attractive English dress. 

The Editors, by their scholarship and special study of 
their authors, are competent to afford every assistance to 
readers of all kinds : this assistance is rendered by original 
biographies, glossaries of unusual or obsolete words, and 
critical and explanatory notes. 

The publishers hope, therefore, that these Globe Editions 
may prove worthy of acceptance by all tlasses whenever the 
English Language is spoken, and by their universal circula- 
tion justify their distinctive epithet ; while at the same time 
they spread and nourish a common sympathy with nature's 
most "finely touched" spirits, and thus help a little to 
**make the whole world kin." 

The Saturday Review says : ''The Globe Editions are admiraUe 
for their scholarly editing, their typographical excellence, their com- 
pendious form^ and their cheapness" The British Quarterly 
Review says: ''In compendiousness, elegance, and scholarliness^ 
the Globe Editions of Messrs. MacmUlan sttrpass any popular series 
of our classics hitherto given to the public. As near an approach 
to miniature perfection as has ever been madej** 

Shakespeare's Complete Works. Edited by w. G. 

Clark, M. A., and W. Aldis Wright, M. A., of Trinity College, 

Cambridge, Editors of the ** Cambridge Shakespeare." With 

Glossary, pp. 1,075. 

7%<? Athenaeum says this ediiton is "a mai-vel of beauty, cheapness, 
attd compactness. . . . For the busy man, above all for the 
working student, this is the best of all existing Shakesptares,*^ 
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And the Pall Mall Gazette observes: ** To have produced 
the complete works of the world's greatest poet in such a form, 
and at a price within the recu:h of every one^ is op itself almost 
sufficient to give the publishers a claim to be considered public bene* 
factors:' 

Spenser's Complete Works. Edited from the Original 

Editions and Manuscripts^ by R. Morris, with a Memoir by J. 

W. Hales, M.A. With Glossary, pp. It., 736. 

^^ Worthy — and higher praise it needs not — of the beautiful ^ Globe 

Series? The work is edited with all the care so noble a poet 

deserves:' -^"Daily News. 

Sir Walter Scott's Poetical Works. Edited with a 

biographical and Critical Memoir by FRANCIS TtJRNER Palgrave, 

and copious Notes, pp. xlill, 559. 

" We can almost sympathise with a middle-a^ed grumbler, who, after 
reading Mr. Palgravis memoir and introduction, should exclaim 
— * Why was there not such an edition of Scott when I wds a school" 
boy t * "—Guardian. * 

Complete Works of Robert Burns. — THp POEMS, 

SONGS, AND LETTERS, edited from the best Printed and 
Manuscript Authorities, with Glossariil Index, Notes, and a 
Biographical Memoir by Alexander Smith. t)p. Ixii., 636. 
**Ad)nirable in all respects." — Spectator. " Tne cheapest, the 

most perfect, and the most interesting edition which has ever been 

published." — Bell's Messenger. 

Robinson Crusoe. Edited after the Original Editioiis, with a 

Biographical Introductipn by Henry Kingsley. pp. xxxi^ 607. 

**A most excellent and in every way desirable edition." — Court 

Circular. '^Macmillatis * Globe' Robinson Crime is a book to 

have and to >&«;^. "—Morning Star. 

iQoldsmith's Miscellanedtis Works, isdlted, with 

Biographicaf Introduction, by Professor Masson. pp. lx^, 695. 

^^ Such an admirable compendium of the facts of Goldsmith: s life, 
and so careful and minute a delineation of the mixed traits of his 
peculiar character a^ to be a very model of a literary biography 
in little:' — Scotsman. 

Pope's Poetical Works. Edited, with Notes and Intro- 
ductory Memoir, by Adolphus William "^Vard, M.A., Fellow 
of St. Peter's College, Cambridge, and Professor of History in 
Owens College, Manchester, pp. lit, 508. 
The Literary Churchman remarks : ** The editor's own notes 
and introductory memoir are excellent, the memoir alone wotdd be 
cheap and well worth buying at the price of the whole volume: 

Dryden's Poetical Works. Edited, with a Memoir, 

Revised Text, and Notes, by W. D. Christie, M.A., of Trinity 

College, Cambridge, pp. Ixxxvii., 662. 



Digitized by 



Google 



33 GLOBE UBRARY. 

" An admirable edition^ the result of great research and of a careful 
revision of the text. The memoir prefixed contains^ within less 
than ninety pages, as much sound criticism and as comprehensive 
a biography as the student of Dryden need desire,*^ — Pall Mall 
Gazette. 
Cowper's Poetical Works. Edited, with Notes and 

Biographical Introductioii, by William Benham, Vicar of 

AdSngton and Professor of Modem History in Queen's College, 

London, pp. Ixxiii., 536. 

**Mr, Benham* s edition of\Coufper is one of permanent value. 
The biographical introduction is excellent, full of information, 
singularly neat and readable and modest — indeed too modest in 
its comments. The notes are concise and accurate, and the editor 
has been able to discover and introduce some hitherto unprinted 
matter. Altogether the book is a very excellent <>«^."— Saturday 
Review. 
Morte d'Arthixr.— SIR thomas malory'S book of 

KING ARTHUR AND OF HIS NOBLE KNIGHTS OF 
THE ROUND TABLE. The original Edition of Caxton, 
revised for Modem Use. With an Introduction by Sir Edwasd 
Strachey, Bart pp. xxxvii., 509. 
'* ' "// « with perfect confidence that we recommend this edition of the old 
romance to every class of readers.'*— Vkll Mall Gazette. 

The Works of Virgil. Rendered into English Prose^ with 
Introductions, Notes, Running Analysis, and an Index. By James 
Lonsdale, M.A., late Fellow and Tutor of Balliol Coll^;e, 
Oxford, and Classical Professor in King's Colle|;e, London ; and 
Samuel Lee, M.A., Latin Lecturer at Uniyersity College^ 
London, pp. 2S8. 

**A more complete edition of Virgil in English it is scarcely possible 
to conceive than the scholarly work before us" — Globe. 

The Works of Horace. Rendered into English Prose, with 

Introductions, Running Analysis, Notes, and Index. By JOHN 

Lonsdale, M.A., and Samuel Lee, M.A. • 

The Standard says, ** To classical and non-classical readers M 

will be invaluable as a faithful interpretation of the mind and 

meaning of the poet, enriched as it is with notes and dissertations 

of the highest value in the way of criticism, illustration, and 

explanation,** 



LONDON*. E. CLAT, SONS, AND TAYLOR, PRINTBR8. 
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